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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC CHARITIES & CORRECTION, 



FOR THE YEAK 1870. 



Department of Public CnABrriES and Coerection, ) 

New York, May 1, 1871. ) 
To the Hon. A. Oakey Hall, 

Mayor of the City of New York : 

The Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction, in con- 
formity with the act of May 5, 1870, entitled "An act to reorganize 
the local government of the city of New York," respectfully submit 

their 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The number of persons subsisted in the several institutions of the 
Department during the past year was — in the 

HOSPIIALS. 

Reception Hospital 725 

Bellevue " 8,733 

Charity « 8,459 

Small-pox " 1,061 

Typhus Fever " 1,271 

Relapsing Fever Hospital 1,839 

Randall's Island " 810 

Lunatic Asylum 1,890 

Epileptic Hospital ) ^oa 

Paralytic " f "^"^^ 

Incurable " 192 

Patients treated at their homes by the Physi- 
cians of the Department 4,585 

Patients treated at Bureau for Relief of Out- 
door Sick 10,850 

46,649 
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ALMS-HOUSES AND ASYLUMS. 

Alms-hoiises 4,315 

Blind Asylum 175 

Nurseries 1,488 

Infant. Asylum 1,176 

Soldiers' Home 576 

Inebriate Asylum 1,355 

Idiot Asylum 165 

Persons relieved by Superintendent of Out- 
door Poor in money, fuel, and other neces- 
saries, 5,541 families. 

Comprising male adults 1,986 

" female " 5,354 

" children 15,442 



22,782 



SCHOOLS. 



Nautical School 769 

Industrial School 972 



KEFOBMATOBIES AND PRISONS. 



City Prisons 49,423 

Work-house ; 20,657 

Penitentiary 1,769 



LABOR BUREAU. 



33,032 



1,741 



71,849 



Employment provided for 34,804 

Number of persons cared for during the year 188,075 

As the population of the city shall increase, the number of persons 
committed to the care of this Department will probably increase in the 
same ratio. With the increase of population there will be a correspond- 
ing increafie of criminals, of the destitute, and the sick and insane. 
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The current expenses incurred for these several classes during the 
past six years is herewith submitted, together with the tax per capita 
on the population of the city of New York. 



For relief of out-door poor. . . 
For Hospitals, Asylnms, and 

Nurseries 

For Prisons, Beformatories, 

etc 



1865. 



$74,147 
666,926 
147,890 



1866. 



$888,963 



$56,454 
649,202 
161,554 



$867,210 



1867. 



$39,246 
642,699 
198,050 



$879,995 



1868. 



1869. 



1870. 



$75,751 $92,420 $77,036 

691,810 668,817 836,575 

181,329 217,195 292,747 

$948,890, $973,432, $1,206,358 



The constant population of the following classes have been : 



hospitals. Asylums, and Nur- 
series 

Prisons, Reformatories, etc. . 



1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


5,048 
1,584 


5,202 
1,576 


5,094 
1,519 


5,278 
1,347 


5,670 
1,071 


6,632 


6,778 


6,613 


6,625 


7,341 



1870. 



6,858 
1,982 



8,840 



And the numbers of persons relieved by Superintendent of Out-door 
Poor have been : 



1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


23,034 


19,977 


17,390 


24,338 


33,262 


22,782 



The tax, per capita, on the population of the city for the support of 
this department has been — 
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ESTIMATBD 




1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1869. 


1870. 


POPULATION. 


FOR WITAT PTJKP08K. 


era 


era 


era 


era 


era 


era 


1865.. ..760,000 
















1866.... 790,000 


For relief of Out-door Poor 


10 


7.15 


49 


8.8 


10 


8.2 


1867.. ..820,000 


For support of Hospitals. . . 


87 


82.17 


78.2 


80.4 


72 


87 


1868. ...860,000 


For support of PnsonB and 
Reformatories 


19 


20.04 


24.14 


21.9 


23.2 


80 


1869.... 920,000 






1870.. ..960,000 

















HOSPITALS. 

There are five general hospitals for surgical and medical cases, 
besides the bureau for the treatment of the out-door sick and six special 
hospitals for specific and contagious diseases. 

The general hospitals are — 

Keception Hospital, City. 

Bellevue Hospital, City. 

Charity Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 

Incurable Hospital, Blackwell's Island. . 

Juvenile Hospital, Eandall's Island. 

The special hospitals are — 

Small-pcx Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
Typhus Fever Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
Scarlet Fever Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
Epileptic Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
Paralytic Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 
Eelapsing Fever Hospital. 



There are also portions of Charity Hospital assigned exclusively for 
the treatment of diseases of the eye and for syphilitic patients. 
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The capacity of the general hospitals is for 2,480 beds, and of the 
Bj>eciai hospitals for 713 beds. 

The number of patients treated during the past year in the ereneral 

hospitals was 18,919 

Discharged 15,172 

Died 1,904 

17,076 

Bemaining on 1st January, 1871 1,843 

The number of patients treated in the special hospitals 

mas 4,405 

Of whom were discharged 3,919 

Died 309 

4,228 

Remaining 1st January, 1871. 177 

The aggregate number treated in all the hospitals was . . . 23,324 

Discharged 19,091 

Died 2,213 

21,304 

Remaining 1st January, 1871 2,020 

At the Morgue, or receptacle for the unknown dead, there have been 
received during the past year 174 persons, of whom 89 were identified 
bv their friends. 

The reports of the medical officers and wardens of the several hos- 
f»ital3, which are herewith submitted, contain detailed statements of the 
character of the diseases treated, and the percentage of cures and of 
deaths. 

A new and uniform nomenclature of diseases has been adopted in 
the hospitals of the Department. Tables in accordance therewith arc 
in course of preparation, which will set forth the diseases of the palv^wX.^^ 
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tho meteorological character of the days on which they were received, 
the volume of atmospheric air to each bed, the age, sex, nativity, civil 
condition of each patient, the time of sojourn in hospital, and if cured, 
improved or unimproved, and, in case of death, whether by the disease 
noted or from complications or intercurrent diseases. The surgical 
tables will contain full reports of surgical operations and the results, 
and the obstetrical tables special statistics in relation to lying-in women 
and children. It is believed that the tables will be a valuable contribu- 
tion to medical science, as well as of great utility in determining the 
prevalent characters of disease in the various localities of the city. 

The ambulance system, established in 1869, has been found of ines- 
timable value as a means of saving life and reducing suffering. Six 
ambulances have been provided, and, under the rules established, horses 
stand harnessed day and night, ready to be attached, for the conveyance 
of persons wounded or taken ill in the public streets. The ambulances 
are equipped with surgical instruments, bandages, restoratives, etc. ; and 
on notice by telegraph from a police station of the occurrence of a casu- 
alty, an ambulance is dispatched, in charge of a surgeon, who applies 
such remedies as may be required, and determines, from the condition 
of the patient, whether he may be safely removed to his homo, or to 
Bellevue, or the Reception Hospital. During the past year there have 
been 1,401 patients thus removed, of which 1,000 were received from 
the several police precinct stations, 297 transferred from the Keception 
Hospital to Bellevue Hospital, and 38 from private residences. By the 
demolition of the New York Hospital, the city was deprived of hosjiital 
accommodation below Twenty-sixth street. The area south of that street 
comprises six square miles, and contains a resident population of 300,000 
persons ; but throughout the business hours of the day, it may safely 
be assumed the population gathered from all parts of the city and the 
adjacent country is at least three-fold, or nearly 1,000,000, besides con- 
taining three fourths of the shipping of the port. In that crowded and 
busy portion of the city, the larger number of casualties occur. To 
atone for the great public loss by the destruction of the New York 
Hospital, the Legislature of 18G8 directed the Commissioners to provide 
a Reception Hospital at some point south of Grand street ; but because 
of an error in tlie language of the act, the law was inoperative. The 
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L^islature at the last session corrected the error, and the Commissioners 
endeavored, though imsuccessf ally, to find a suitable site, till the Com- 
missioners of the Public Parks generously assigned them the temporary 
use of a building in the City Hall Park. The urgent need of Eeceptioii 
Hospitals has been demonstrated during the past summer. Since the 
27th June last to the 1st January, there have been received at the 
Reception Hospital in the Park 723 patients who had been wounded 
or taken seriously ill in the streets. Of this number, according to the 
testimony of the physician in charge, 72 patients would have died in 
the ambulance had the attempt been made to convey them to Bellevue 
Ht:)spital or to their homes. 

The following statement shows the wards in which the casualties 
occurred : 



First Ward 67 cases 

Second Ward 18 

Third Ward. 14 

Fourth Ward 79 

Fifth Ward 26 

Sixth Ward 44 

Seventh Ward 54 

Eighth Ward 43 

Ninth Ward , 40 

Tenth Ward 40 

Eleventh Ward. 36 

Twelfth Ward 63 
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Thirteenth Ward 29 oases 

Fourteenth Ward 44 

Fifteenth Ward 84 

Sixteenth Ward 30 

Seventeenth Ward 38 

Eighteenth Ward 58 

Nineteenth Ward 62 

Twentieth Ward 78 

Twenty-first Ward 109 

Twenty-second Ward 73 
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Total 1,066 cases 



In addition to the Park Hospital the Commissioners pr<5pose to pro- 
vide a small building as a Reception Hospital for casualties occurring 
in the Twelfth, Nineteenth, and Twenty second Wards. 

To complete the system of hospital charities there are required an 
asylum for lying-in women, and a hospital for the treatment of 
syphilitic diseases. A portion of Bellevue Hospital is now assigned to 
lying-in women, but the accommodations are inadequate for this class 
c»f patients, and it is improper that they should be lodged in a building 
already crowded to excess with every form of disease. The syphilitic 
imtients are reccised at Charity Hospital. During the past year there 
have been there treated 1151 patients. They are a reproach to the hos- 
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pital and impair its usefulness, for reputable patients are reluctant and 
sometimes refuse to be treated in a hospital so largely occupied by per- 
sons whose diseases are the fruits of licentiousness. The conspicuous 
situation of Charity Hospital is a further objection to their reception. 
They should be assigned to a building erected in the interior of one of 
the islands of the Department, and secluded from public observation. 

The plan which was adopted last year of dividing the city into eleven 
medical districts, and the appointment in each of a resident physician 
to visit and prescribe for the sick poor of his district, has been satisfac- 
tory in its results. Large numbers of the sick, who from their avoca- 
tions cannot visit the dispensaries at the hours prescribed, without the 
loss of a day's employment, and of those too ill to rise from their beds 
and too poor to employ a physician, have now the benefit of medical 
attention. A message sent to the district physician insures his promj^t 
and continuous attendance. The benefits derived from tlie system are 
foimd to be manifold. The hospitals are greatly relieved, the sick are 
more tenderly nursed by their relatives and friends than by the paid 
nurses of the Department, and families which would, in many instances, 
be broken up by the removal of their heads to the hospitals are kept 
together. Many, also, who, with an honest and commendable pride, 
prefer to bear their afflictions rather than confess their poverty by 
crowding the doors of the public dispensaries, gladly and gratefully 
avail themselves of the services of the district physicians. The reports 
of the several physicians are herewith submitted. The following table 
shows their aggregate service for the year : 

Number of patients 4,585 

" of visits to patients 7,063 

" of office consultations 3,723 

" cured 3,305 

" relieved 725 

" died 122 

" sent to hospital 174 

*• under treatment C58 

" of accouchments ; 09 

" kept from hospital 1,071 

" of days' treatment of patients kept from hospitals 383IO2 
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ALM8-nOU8E9 AND ASTIXMS. 

To guard against the increase of panj)cri8ni, tlio il(H)rH of llio Ahtm- 
hoiiBes are closed to all but the old and derropit. Tlin ahln ImmIIimI 
who apply for maintenance are either aftsigned to th(j Work-limiBn, 
where they are required to labor, or they are granted trniponirv aid hy 
the Superintendent of Out-dfK>r Poor, after a (;ar(*ful Hrnitiiiy into 
their condition by the officers attached to his Bureau. 

The number of inmates in the Alms-houscB on 

Januanr 1, 1S50, was 1,313, or 1 in 423 of the jKipulafion of the <;ify. 
""' 1S60, " 1,631, or 1 in 432 " " " 

- 1S70, "" 1,114, or 1 in 808 " " « 

The Lejri^laturc, at its last session, appropriates! ^2i}/t()() for ihfi roYu't 
of such of the indigent blind as harl resided in the city for thr^/j yf.hrK 
There were 514 applicant within the c^^nditions preH<;ri^><;d, and fhf^ 
Han &ppn>priated has l*een di.^pensed as follows : 

T'f 13 haringfive minor chiMren. ^^/) ea^^h ^\/)U) 

- 43 - three •• •• 70 " Z/)\0 

- SS ^ one '.rle^sthar. three, «->> ** 5,2'<0 

• 373 ^ no children, Vj " I i/^z't 

I 

Besife ie f-res^iniT. "here af^ -.n Black-v*-;!]'"* f-'land r>4 Mind \>f\r 
*w-!* jer.er.^ 'iier. irA '•/►•rrer 'i* •'iiintr *'»Hn o^iier inm?ft*'a. 4Uf\ ^m 

Tbr yirserfes on Ranil;!!.*- T.^ianri .^r<^ fi,r '-jhildr'^rTi o'-^rr fonr -^-'fir^ 
of 4^ arar.d* ned 'r»»' ':.«>: r iarr-n:-* ,r "itkf'.u lo »v Mi*^? ^/'Alf^'*. nrrd for 

ii-.-Ti-r:. Tie':' ipe edciTarrr: 1 !:i "i;^ i<'•^.v.-^ •'•;atah![-rie''l >7) 'he f-lan^l i'* 
ti* R:*ri : f Z*irican< n, i r. . i ir ^ ; -. . •;fc.- . f? f croa ^ r*T !▼■/ o r* • ^i*] o,^u\ v , ■ ; -.f* f* j j 
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Prior to 1868 it was the practicje to send infants to the Alms-house 
and place them in charge of the female inmates of that institution. 
In 1868 the Commissioners erected a hospital on Kandall's Island 
exclusively for infants, and appointed in charge a skilful physician, a 
matron, and paid nurses. Since the change the mortality has steadily 
diminished, until now, under the judicious administration of Dr. 
Dunster, the Resident Physician, it is reduced to nearly the average 
rate of infant mortality in the city. 

In the statistics of the hospital the infants are classified as — 

Foundlings and Orphans. 

Mothers' infants, or infants nursed by their mothers. 

The mortality of foundlings in 

1868 was 76.77 per cent. 

1869 was 70.32 « 

1870 was 58.99 " 

And of mothers' infants, in 

1868 was 20.57 " 

1869 was 20.44 " 

1870 was 15.06 " 

Dr. Dunster is of opinion that the annual mortality will be still 
further reduced by the full development of the plans of the Commis- 
sioners. 

The condition of many of the volunteer soldiers who sei-ved in 
maintaining the Union during the late rebellion is deplorable. Large 
numbers of them are unable to work because of disease contracted by 
exposure in the field, and are without pensions, while others who receive 
pensions for lost arms and legs have families dependent on them. The 
General Goverament has established hospitals in Maine and Ohio, but 
if the soldier avail himself of the relief they afford, he is deprived of 
his pension and separated from his family for whom the pension may 
be the sole means of support. Many of the soldiers sought refuge in the 
alms-houses and hospitals of the Department as sick and destitute 
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citizens of Xew Tort and the Commissioners have asci^e*! to them the 
ea-t xrins" of the Inebriate Asylnm until fnrther provision *haii Iv 
!:iaJe for them hv the State or General Government. TLere have 
■<T'H retreiveJ at the S«:»UieTs' Retreat duriae the vear, 511 S'.-Miers, 
and tliere were there on 1st Janiiarv, 251. 

ft - 

There have been received at the Inebriate Asvhim duriziir the vear 
1«^*5 nayinff patienti;, « f wh**m 30 were females. There have also lH?eu 
transferred to it frcim the Work-houee 1,105 pers^ms who had Ihxmi 
cminitted for dmnkenness. 



At the Idi' -t Asvlum on Eandairs Island, there were on 1st Jannarx* 
141 jiatients. l:»einrr an increase of :?5 over the numiH^r i»n 1st January 
• f the i>revious vear. Tiie asvlnm is ^reatlv iiveren»wded, and it will 
lie necessai^' to erect an additional bnildins: for the inirreasini* nunil^rs. 
P.iO =<:l*x»l attached to the asvlnni h:i> lH.H?n eminentlv successful. 
'n:ere arc in attendance l'»0 pupils, all <»f whom have made pen.*eptible 
jir.vrress in their studies. The rej^irt <.»f Miss Dunphy, the principal 
' f the school, encon rases the belief that manv of the children will l>e 
HiiildcNi to earn their livelihi»d. 

Tlie new Lunatic Asylum on Ward's Island will be completed and 
ready for occupancy in July next It will ci.nitain 5oO patients, but, 
r.-'t withstanding the enlarged pn.>visii»n which has been made, the accom- 
iii< xlation will still be inade<]uate for this chiss of patients. The capacity 
"f the asylum on Blackwell's Island is fur 570 patients. The number 
f 'minitted to the care of the Commissitniers was, on 

January 1, 1S69 1,035 

« 1S70 1,1S1 

" 1S71 1,305 

The ascertained proportion of lunatics to population in England and 
France is as 1 to 44)0, and though the percentage of p<H»r insane to the 
[lopnlation may be less than in Europe, the difference is probably more 
than counterbalanced by the practice of surreptitiously bringing to the 
«ty the insane from adjacent States and abandoning them in the streets 
!•* be taken np by the police. It requires the unremitting attention of 
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the officers of the Department to ascertain the residences of the foreign 
insane and return them whence they were brought, or the asylums would 
be filled with patients who have no claim on the public charities of the 
city. 

A Nautical School was established by the Legislature at the session 
of 1868. The ship "Mercury," of 1,200 tons burden, was purchased 
and the school established in the autumn of that year. There have 
been received on board 826 boys to the 1st of January, and discharged 
565, of whom many have shipped as sailors in the United States Navy 
and on ships in the merchant service on long voyages. The " Mercury" 
returned on the 20th inst, from a practice cruise of four months, with 
258 boys. The commanding officer reports that nearly the whole num- 
ber have acquired the skill to rank as ordinary seamen. A large number 
of boys are now at the Industrial School at Hart's Island, waiting the 
discharge of the present crew to be received on board. 

There have been received at the Industrial School on Hart's Island, 
since the 1st of January, 972 boys between the ages of ten and seven- 
teen yeare, and there are now there engaged in pursuing their studies 
or employed in light labor 124 boys. 



PBISONS. 

The Commissioner again beg to direct public attention to the inad- 
equate and defective provision for the custody of prisoners at the 
Tombs, or First Distiict Prison. The necessity of a larger and more 
commodious prison for the confinement of persons charged with or 
convicted of grave crimes has repeatedly been laid before the Legisla- 
ture and the authorities of the city. The prison has been twice pre- 
sented to the courts by grand juries as unsafe for the custody and 
injurious to the health of prisoners. The capacity of the prison is for 
the proper care of one hundred and twenty prisoners, but at one period 
during the past year there were confined in it five hundred persons, 
many of whom were held for trial or convicted of murder and other 
capital offences. The Commissioners again respectfully urge that a 
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prison of safBcient capacity for the safe confinement of persons maj 
be erected in a more central and healthful portion of the city. 



The Work house, for the custody of vagrant and disorderly persons, 

« 

veil fulfils the purpose for which it was erected. There were com- 
mitted during the year 20,657 persons, of whom there were remaining 
on Ist January 1,416. 



In the Annual Report for 1869 the Commissioners referred to the 
lar^ number of persons committed for simple acts of intoxication un- 
accompanied by disorderly conduct or breach of the peace. The law 
imposes a penalty of $10 upon every person found intoxicated in the 
public streets, and in default of payment they are committed to the 
Work-house for ten days. Many of the persons so committed are 
gtrangers in the city, and others not habitually intemperate. It was 
submitted in that report whether it be just to punish by imprisonment 
occasional or accidental intoxication, and the Commissioners stated that 
the cases which had come under their observation led them to believe 
that while the severity of the law does not diminish the vice of intoxi- 
cation, it is the cause of suffering wholly incommensurate with the 
offence, involving the loss of character, and oftentimes the means of 
support. It was suggested that the removal of any person found intoxi- 
cated in the streets to the police station-houses, and there detained till 
sober, would be sufficient punishment for the offence. On the other 
hand, the punishment for habitual drunkenness is wholly inadequate. 
A large portion of the inmates of the Work-house are common drunk- 
ards. They are sent up by the magistrates clothed in rags, covered 
with vermin, and broken down in health by their debauchery. They 
must be clothed at the expense of the city, and by the time they are 
discharged from the hands of the physician and capable of labor, their 
terra of imprisonment is ended, and they are released to be in a few 
days sent back, their clothing destroyed, again to be reclothed and 
assigned to the hospital. It would be difficult to devise a more ex- 
pensive or ineffectual means of reformation than is by law estab- 
lished. 
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PENITENTIARY. 



In tlieii* last annual I'eport the commissioners recommended the re- 
moval of the penitentiary to Hart's Island. The time will soon arrive 
when it will be necessary to provide additional room for the increasing 
number of prisoners. Though two thirds of the prison are for males, it 
has been necessary to assign male prisoners to the limited area of the 
female prison. The close proximity of the penitentiary to the city, and 
the large numbers of visitoi-s daily to the hospitals and asylums on the 
island, render it diflficult to prevent communication with the prisoners 
when at work. The quarries of the island will soon be exhausted, and 
the means of employment and of discipline will then be seriously di- 
minished. Hart's Island is in every respect a more eligible site. It is 
a mile from the main shore and sixteen miles from the city, healthy, 
and, with the exception of the Industrial School at the extremity of tlic 
island, unoccupied. The expense of removing the structure from Black- 
well's Island would be inconsiderable, for it could be done by the labor 
of the prisoners. 



OUT-DOOR RELIEF. 



The extent of pauperism is largely contingent upon the- administra- 
tion of out-door relief. If the assistance to the destitute be profuse or 
indiscriminate, pauperism will increase, and in the precise ratio in 
which such assistance may be granted, so that the lavish expenditure of 
the public money for the support of the poor would soon result in a 
pauper ix)pulation for the city as large as that of Naples. But while 
guarding against the evils of pauperism, care must be taken that none 
shall perish from cold or starvation. To this end tlie city is divided 
into twelve districts, and a resident visitor appointed to each, whose 
duty is to personally examine into the condition of every applicant fur 
relief resident in his district, and to report in writing to the Superin- 
tendent of Out-door Poor the cause of destitution, the number in f amilj-, 
the amount and kind of relief required, and the time it should be af- 
forded; but in no instance is relief granted beyond ninety days without 
re-examination. The beneficial effects of a systematic examination into 
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the condition of every applicant for aid has been clearly established 
Prior to the organization of a Board of Visitoi's, the number relieved by 
the Superintendent of Out-door Poor and through the alms-houses were, 
'ji respect to the population, greatly in excess of the number relieved 
6]nce tlie Board was established. Under the mode which has been su- 
}>erseded the Superintendent was compelled, from the necessity of the 
i-ase, to assume that the applicant w\»is in want, and the only instances 
which he cr)uld refuse were those of wliich he had personal knowledge. 

Tlie number who were receivin": out-door relief on 

1st February, 1870, were Male adults 1,517 

Female " .... 4,416 

Children 12,499 

18,432 persons. 

1st May, 1870 Male adults 19 

Female ^* . . . . 55 

Children 134 

208 persons. 

Ist August, 1870 Male adults 174 

Female " .... 493 

Children 1,419 

2,086 persons. 

Ist November, 1870 Male adults 288 

Female '' 815 

Children 2,337 

3,440 persons. 

LABOR BCREAU. 

Tlie Labor Bureau and Intelligence Office, established by authority 
of the Legislature in 1868, to correct the petty frauds on persons seek- 
ing employment at intelligence offices, has been eminently successful. 

Tlie number of applicants for the employment of labor during the 
year was 43,046 

The number seeking employment was 40,205 

Males 8,832 

Females 31,373 
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The number for whom employment was obtained, was. . .34,804 

Males 4,986 

Females 29,818 

The report of the Superintendent, herewith annexed, shows in detail 
the nature of the various kinds of labor sought and obtained. 



HOUSELESS POOR. 

There is an urgent need for the establishment of one or more houses 
of shelter for the houseless poor. The police stations receive nightly 
respectable poor, ejected at nightfall from theii* homes from inability 
to pay their rent, and strangers arriving in the city without means to 
procure lodgings. They are thrust in among persons arrested for in- 
toxication and disorderly conduct, and vagrants. K they apply to this 
department, they are sent to the hospitals or the prisons for the night, 
but the accommodations are wholly inadequate, and the Commissioners 
have not the legal ability, without the action of the Common Council, to 
provide such as are required. It is respectfully recommended that 
provision be made for their better accommodation. 

ISAAC BELL, 
JAMES BOWEN, 
OWEN W. BRENNAN, 
JAMES B. NICHOLSON, 
ALEX. FREAR, 

CommissioneTa, 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC CHARITIES 

AND CORRECTION. 

Balance Sheets Zlst December^ 1870. 



CmIl #54,948 79 

GomptcoUer 1,097,863 59 

#69,104 78 

8,649 80 

Beilenie Hospital 125,200 11 

CiMrity Hospital 1^5,316 54 

Wanl'a Iriand Farm 4,077 87 

CxtT Prisons 58,347 89 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospitals 12,634 37 

lUand Improvement 28,479 94 

Lonatic Asylum 148,321 04 

Infant Hospital 56,386 52 

Indigent Blind 7,780 26 

Colored Home 18,339 20 

Garden Bureau 3,957 78 

Colored Orphan Asylum 6,570 00 

Incurable Hospital 11,905 73 

Office. 72,473 26 

Out-door Poor 131,347 a5 

Penitentiary 50, 444 1 7 

RandaU's Island Nursery 48,984 03 

Randall's Island Hospital 39,575 CO 

SmaU-pox Hospital 3,260 45 

Workhouse 30, 156 89 

Steamer Bellevue 2,5«2 80 

repairs 20, 1 40 51 

Hope 3, 247 98 

SUbles 94 17 

Storehouse expenses 6,641 84 

Storehouse, Blackwcll's Island 8,571 63 

Hospital Out-door Poor 0,4r»0 56 

Inebriate Asylum 13,630 89 

Printing Office 1,761 61 

funeral Drug Department 3,013 14 

Infant Hospital Building 503 00 

Labor Bureau 23,945 a5 

Morgue 187 % 

Amounts carried forward #1,118,199 77 #1,174,764 18 
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Amounte brought foi^-ard #1,118,190 77 11,174,764 18 

Steamer Minnahanonck •. 12,118 03 

" '* repairs 2,80169 

Appropriation for Blind 1.2,288 CO 

InduBtrial School 21,110 29 

Ambulance Department 4,982 73 

New Lunatic Asylum Building 60,010 13 

Sohool-ahip Mercury 07.414 27 

repairs 10,337 07 

wreck 13,8:J8 48 

** " cruise 4,989 64 

Permanent Improvement 82,078 Oc 

Soldiers' Retreat 15,407 04 

Gas works and pipes 2,705 93 

Relapsing Fever Hospital 46,983 01 

Reception Hospital 4,923 83 

Gas-house 378 66 

Ferry-house. 1,065 50 

Steamer Hope, repairs. 180 64 

Hart's Island Improvement. 90 00 

Photographic Department 39 00 

11,311,714 04 $1,311,714 04 



CASH EECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

Of the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction^ from 

\st January to Zlst December^ 1870. 

To balance due Bank 31st December, 1869. $63,402 64 

Comptroller's warrants received $1, 159,705 23 

Comptroller's warrant for new Lunatic 

Asylum, on account of appropriation, 

1869 $50,000 00 

Comptroller's warrant for new Lunatic 

Asylum, on account of appropriation, 

1870 400,000 00 



450,000 00 



Comptroller's warrant for additional salaries — 

Central Office $7,500 00 

City Prison 4,250 00 

Labor Bureau 1,500 00 



13,250 00 



Comptroller's warrant for appropriation for Blind 25,000 00 



▲mounts carried forward $1,648,015 23 $02,402 64 
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AmonnU brought forward 11,648,015 23 162,402 64 

Cboipindler^a warrant for Relapaing Fever Hospital ... 82,600 00 

Oomptroller^a warrant for Reception Hospital 20,000 00 

Comptroller'a warrant for Gas Works 80,000 00 

Comptroller'a warrant for School-ship Mercury 25,000 00 

Beeeived for indenture fees. 926 00 

BeoeiTed for interments 434 00 

BeeeiTed for Balen of groceries 15,764 90 

Beoeived for live stock 1,187 29 

BeoeiTed for barrels, etc 5,131 72 

BeeeiTed for bones, grease, etc 2,569 01 

Bcccxred for sundries — paper, iron, etc., 

rent of hospitals, students, tickets, pas- 

Mge-money, freight, eta 25,648 33 

BeeeiTed for board of pay-patients 60,261 47 

BeeeiTed for illegitimates 2,550 50 

BeoeiTed for Inebriate Asylum fines 10,384 00 

123,957 22 

Balance 54,948 79 

By pajment of bills : 

January $189,727 21 

February 172,256 46 

March 157,166 38 

ApriL 158,752 60 

May 138.579 71 

June 167,140 57 

July 119,092 48 

August 131,350 8:3 

September 203,131 32 

October 159,074 65 

November 107,503 10 

December 158,253 29 



1,0-22,118 60 



$l,984,5il 24 «l,9S4,521 24 



December 31, 1870— By balance. $54,943 79 



Expenditures of the Board of Oommissioners of Puhlic Charities 
and Correction^ as charged to the following Institutions^ from 
January 1 to December 31, 1870. 

Ahns-honses $00,670 83 

BeUevoc Hospital 137,(Wr 21 

Amount carried forward §2UT^o(i4 04 
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Amomit brought forward 1207,364 04 

Charity Hospital 187,059 73 

Ward's Island Farm 4,^74 97 

City Prisons 61,223 45 

Epileptic and Paralytic Hospitals 12,741 03 

Island Improvement. 28,479 94 

Lunatic Asylum '. 152,277 75 

Infant Hospital 59,283 76 

Indigent BUnd Asylum 7,780 26 

Colored Home 18,239 20 

Colored Orphan Ajsylnm 6,570 00 

Incurable Hospital » ll,90j 72 

Office 83,418 78 

Ottt-doorPoor 123,836 85 

Penitentiary 66,648 83 

Randall's Island Nursery 58,5'29 04 

Randall's Island Ho-pital 43,041 85 

Work-house 37,922 01 

Steamer Bellevue 13,171 36 

Steamer Hope 8,247 98 

Stables, Blackwell's Island 154 17 

Storehouse expenses 6,641 84 

Hospital, Out-door Poor : 6,450 56 

Inebriate Asylum 83,313 43 

Industrial School 24,626 91 

Labor Bureau 24,449 68 

Morgue 187 96 

Steamer Minnahanonck 12,118 63 

Ambulance Department 4,^983 73 

School-ship Mercury — Repairs 16,387 07 

School-ship Mercury 70,676 24 

New Lunatic Asylum buildmg 889,989 87 

Permanent Improvement , 33,078 05 

Soldiers' Retreat 15,467 64 

Steamer Bellevue — Repairs 20,140 51 

Printing Office 1,761 61 

Infant Hospital bunding 502 00 

Steamer Minnahanonck— Repairs 2,861 69 

Appropriation for Blind 2,711 94 

School-ship Mercury — Repairs oc3asioaed by accident 38,838 48 

School-ship Mercury — Cruise 4,989 64 

Gas works and pipes 27,294 07 

Relapsing Fever Hospitals 36,060 80 

Reception Hospital 15,076 17 

Gas-house 414 6^i 

Perry-house 1,065 50 

Amount carried forward 11,926,207 3H 
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Amount brought forward 11,926^207 33 

Htnmer Hope—Bepain 18C 01 

Hart^s Island Improvement 90 00 

$1,920,4^ 02 
Deduct amoont of credit* to institutions for supplies furnished 4..')(35 42 

Disbursements for the year $1,922,118 00 

Dedoet amount charged which does not belong to the current expenses for the 
support of the Department 642,526 23 

11,279,592 S7 

Dediact on hand December 81 : 

Drugs and medicines 121,517 87 

Floor, malt, and hops 5,382 80 

£>r7 goods 43,333 35 

Coal 3,000 00 

78,233 52 

Iixpenses for maintenance of the Department and of Out-door Poor 
Department 11,206,358 85 



NEW LUNATIC ASYLUM BUILDING. 



31,1869. Bybalsnce $120,914 53 

IsfTU. Cash for Comptroller's warrant, balance of appropriation, 1869 50,000 00 

Comptroller's warrant, appropriation, 1870 400,000 00 

$570,914 53 

31, 1870. To sundry payments to date :^089 87 



By bahmce $180,924 66 



RELAPSING FEVER HOSPITALS. 



31, 1S70. By cash for Comptroller's warrant $82,000 00 

By cash, sundries 442 81 

Store-house. 522 72 

$83,565 53 

To sundry payments to date 30,583 52 

By baknce $10,082 01 
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RECEPTION HOSPITAL. 

December 31» 1870. By cash for Comptroller's warrant $20,000 00 

To sandry payments to date 15,076 17 

By balance. $4,933 83 



GAS WORKS AND PIPES. 

December 31, 1870. By cash for Comptroller's warrants $30,000 00 

To sandry payments to date 27,204 07 

By balance |2,705 93 



SCHOOL-SHIP MERCURY REPAIRS— WRECK. 

December 31, 1870. To snndry payments to date. #38,838 48 

By cash for Comptroller's warrant 25,000 CO 

To balance |13,8:I8 48 



APPROPRIATION FOR BLIND. 



t 



December 31, 18C9. By cash balance $3,47120 

December 31, 1870. By cash for appropriation 25,000 00 

$28,471 20 

To expenditures to date 2,711 94 

By balance. $25,759 26 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC CHARITIES 

AND CORRECTION. 

Cash Diisbursemenis from January 1 to Deeember 31, 1870. 



tS^STO 25 

Beet fresh 161,041 41 

Beet salt 15,718 50 

Boats and repairs 22,240 GO 

Brooms and brnBhcs 4,110 70 

Buildings and repairs 11,845 58 

Batter 1 S, 774 01 

Candles 148 51 

Charcoal 1 50 

Children (nursing in city) 3,400 75 

Clcsning and office cxi)en8e8 8,740 ?*! 

CosJ, institutions. Oi),2l7 58 

CW, out-door poor 2^,200 10 

Coffiee, cocoa, peas, rye, etc 8,502 50 

Colored Home paupers 18,2:J9 20 

Colored Orphan Asylum 0,570 00 

Combs 27 00 

Crackers 1,000 74 

Crockery, glass, Btone ware, etc.. 4,042 23 
C^oton water cxixinses aud steam 

^e«ating. 3,780 51 

^*»sations to ont-door poor 53,7:>7 50 

^^«8 and medicines 80,570 90 

^ goods. 70,287 44 

%B» 10,451 14 

^^tioing implcmcnta 4(>2 52 

f^^iing paupers and prisoners. . VM\ 50 

*^^, fresh and salt 11,924 M 

^Cfc^T 88.194 <50 

^*liit ure 1 1 , 096 79 

^^•^--light and fixtures 4,547 78 

^^^>oeries, small 3,419 05 

^•*"aen seeds 400 50 

^^dware, iron, steel, etc 8,090 53 

^t«»andcaps 7:J7 30 

^y, grain, feed, straw, etc 0,970 01 

^^e, extra 7,210 83 

^ 5,752 73 

^ttl 860 98 

^'<^tW and findings 3,514 50 

^*^e, whitewash. 177 00 



Livestock $0,3:51 87 

Lumber 12,203 09 

Labor Bureau 14^J Ori 

Malt and hops 109 50 

Manure and freight 7 00 

Marketing for hospitals 2,001 10 

Mason work and materials 3,080 07 

Meal, com, and oats 14,773 77 

Medical attendance, Lunatic 1,23!^ 79 

Milk 30,809 92 

Miscellaneous. 1 ,591 75 

Molasses 5,381 57 

Mutton 30,989 52 

Oil lamps, kerosene, etc 3,525 94 

Paints, oils, glass, etc 3,959 10 

Plumbing, pumps 2,580 55 

Pork, hams, etc 3,007 88 

Postage and stamps. 503 2t> 

Potatoes and vegetables 14,243 95 

Powder and safety fuse 589 45 

Refreshments for visitors 1 ,200 53 

Rice 2,222 48 

Rope, twine, et<; 3,220 32 

Salaries — Commissioners, War- 
dens, Superintendents, Physi- 
cians, Clerks, etc 301 ,:5JJ5 89 

Salt 941 50 

Sand, white 70 00 

Shoes 17,414 51 

Soap and materials for making. . 7,399 94 

Spices 2,(K)l 70 

Starch 102 13 

Stationery, printing, etc 13,914 1 1 

Steamboats. IHO 49 

Stoves, ranges, etc C,7rd 87 

Subscription and odvortising. . . . 027 10 

Sugar 20,199 8<1 

Sui^ical instruments 2,017 (VI 

Sweeping chimneys 137 50 

Tea 13,29.^ 3:5 

Tin aud oopper ware. 1,084 7:5 
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Tobacco and snuff 5,605 70 

Transportation of paupers 1,925 03 

Transportation of prisoners 2,400 00 

Vehicles, harness, etc 9,411 19 

Vinegar 1,012 64 

Wages of mechanics 2,545 63 

Wine, alcohol, brandy, etc 16.221 58 

Wood 1,042 00 

Wooden ware, 1,239 17 

Steamer Minnahanonck, repairs.. 957 97 

Infant Hospital building 502 00 

Island Improvements 22,835 38 

New Lunatic Asylum building. . 388,010 40 
Sehool-ship ^' Mercury,^* repair! 

—wreck 88,669 26 



Randairs Island Improvements. 4,666 91 

Ambulance Department 1,090 00 

Permanent Improvements 34,081 51 

Relapsing Fever Hospital 6,707 51 

Steamer Bellevue, repairs 19,170 12 

Blind appropriation 1,875 84 

Hart^B Island Improvements. ... . 90 00 

Reception Hospital 13,224 55 

School-ship ** Mercury,^' expenses 

incurred by cruise 6,741 14 

91,922,118 60 



RECEPTION HOSPITAL. 



REPORT OF WARDEN. 

The constantly augmenting demand for accommodation which had 
for some time severely taxed the resources of Bellevuo Hospital were 
still farther and almost suddenly increased, by the total removal of tlie 
City Hospital. Nearly all such cases of serious accident or sickness 
liappening down-town as had heretofore been taken to the latter place, 
had to be brought to Bellevue Hospital, and this new burden of labors 
and responsibility was aggravated during the summer by the large 
immber of patients suffering from sunstroke, and other casualties inci- 
dent to the phenomenal heat of the season. 

To meet this urgent public want, measures were resolved for estab- 
lishinsc "a branch of Bellevue" in some eli<?ible location south of 
Canal street. With this end in view, it will be remembered a bill was 
presented in and passed by the State Legislature ; but, owing to a tech- 
nical informality, no action under its authorization could bo safely un- 
dertaken by your Honorable Board. At the following legislative session 
this error was corrected, and negotiations were at once opened, and 
speedily concluded, for obtaining possession of the unoccupied building 
on the south-east side of the City Hall Park, from the Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks, who afforded every facility in their 
j>ower to your Honorable Board in fitting it up as a provisional shelter or 
reception hospital, where those requiring immediate relief and atten- 
tion could be quickly carried and cared for. The project was executed 
with all possible dispatch, and so useful and beneficent was the work- 
ing of the experiment found to be, as to render its continuance in 
operation a virtual necessity. 
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This auxiliary establishment is organized on the most approved and 
thoroughly tested principles, and has proved in every way a very great 
and unqualified success. The internal arrangements of the building 
when it passed into the hands of your Commission, were scarcely favor- 
able to the novel purpose to which it was intended to adapt it ; but 
whatever disadvantages had to be encountered through faults of con- 
struction, were skilfully overcome by a judicious and complete process 
of remodelling. The apartments into wliich it is divided are not, per- 
haps, so large and lofty as might be desired, yet they are light and well 
ventilated, and m&ke up in what may be called coziness, for any lack 
in size. The situation of the place itself is as peculiarly healthy and 
cheerful as it is central and convenient. On all sides the streets and 
grounds about it, though pleasantly shaded, are clear and open, and sun 
and air have free scope for purifying and invigorating its atmosphere 
at all seasons of the year. 

Space has been ingeniously made the most of in the general economy of 
the establishment. On the ground floor are the wash and boiler rooms, and 
other indispensable offices, and a stable and ambulance house, in which 
one of those useful vehicles, with its equipment, are kept in readiness 
for instant service. Tlie upper stories are partitioned ofiE into miniature 
wards, whei-ein room is contrived for beds for thirty-five patients, besides 
affording sufficiently^ ample quarters for the requisite staff of officials. 

Two house surgeons reside in the building, one of whom is in constant 
attendance, with an assistant, whose duty is to accompany the ambulance 
on its journeys to and from the precinct station-houses whence calls for 
aid may come. These professional gentlemen have, moreover, whatever 
advising support they may require from the faculty of Bcllevue, unin- 
termitting communication by telegraph being maintained between the 
parent institution and its promising offshoot. 

Two orderlies and a full complement of nurses are employed, and the 
inmates are provided with every comfort that a comprehensive system 
of public charity can be expected to supply. 

In order to kceiT a sufficient number of vacant beds for accidents and 
other serious cases in this hospital, and as soon as the nature of tlie 
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patients' injuries and sickness will admit of it, tlicy are transferred t(» 
Bellevue Hospital ; great care, however, is exercised in their transpor- 
tation to the latter-named institution. 

The table showing the number of monthly admissions, births, dis- 
chai^i^, and deaths since the opening of this hospital, is marked A. 

Table 13 shows the nativities of those admitted. 

In Table C will be found the number of ambulance, police, ac- 
cidental and serious cases, togelherwith the number which were fatal, 
and on which the coroners held inquests. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TUOMAS S. BRENNAN, 

Warden, 
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TABLE 0. 



Caaes received in Reception Hospital, 1870. 



MOI^TU. 


Ambulance. 


Police. 


By Friends. 


Total 


Coroners^ 
Cases. 


Jnne 


7 • 
04 
00 
78 
07 
42 
33 


1 
20 
25 
18 
22 
20 
26 




8 
134 
150 
126 
127 
91 
78 


3 


Jiily 


20 
44 
30 
88 
20 
10 


21 


Amrust 





September 

October. 


4 
2 


November 

December 


4 

< 


Total 


411 


132 


180 


723 


40 



Abstract op Diseases causing death in Reception Hospital dltiino Year 1870. 



Alcoholism 

Apoplexy 

Asphyxia (drowning). 
Bums 



1 
2 

1 



(( 



t( 



(h 



Delirium Tremens 1 

Fracture of Skull 4 

of Cervical Vertebne 1 

of Ribs and Internal Hemorrhage 1 

of Tibia and Fibula (shock) 1 

Gunshot Wound of Face 1 

** of Skull (suicide) 1 

" of Chest (suicide) 1 

Hemorrhage from Arm (suicide) I 

Insolation 10 

Injuries by being crushed 1 

** by being run over ; 1 

Meningitis 8 



Carried forward 43 
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Brought forward 43 

Fbthiids Pnlmonalis 1 

pDenmonia. 8 

Pneumonia with Delirium Tremens 1 

Pot:$aEiing- by Morphine (suicide) 1 

by Farm green (suicide) 1 

Peritonitis 1 

traumatic 1 

I^mia (compound fracture tibia and fibula) 1 

Tetanus, traumatic 1 

S 

Total 57 



REPORT OF HOUSE SURGEON 

Reception Hospital, December 31, 1871. 

To the Tlonorahle the Board of Commissioners of Public Charities 
and Correction: 

Ctentlkxu-:n — I have the honor to submit the first annual report of 
tiie Recejition Hospital for the year ending December 31, 1870. 

Yonr Honorable Board having decided lo establish a reception hospi- 
t&l in the lower part of the city, the buihling formerly occupied by the 
Croton Board was obtained from the Park Commissioners, and the work 
of preparing it for the purpose intended commenced at once. On 
account of tlie uncommonly severe heated term, and the many cases of 
soiibtroke consequent thereupon, it was decided to begin operations at 
once; and notwithstanding the building was yet filled with mechanics, 
and the alterations far from comi)lete, the liospital was opened June 27, 
1S7<"»- Two house surgeons, Drs. E. T. T. Marsh and A. L. Vandewater, 
were appointed, and a sufficient number of orderlies and nurses sent from 
Bellevne Hospital. An ambulance, with an ambulance surgeon, was 
detailed for daty at the hospital. On the day of opening six cases were 
admitted, four sunstrokes and two cases of accident; but the latter cases 
ient to Beilevue, as the i-eception hospital was then only iuleuded 
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for sunstroke cases. Early in July your Honorable Board decided to 
allow cases of accident to be received, that serious cases might receive 
prompt attention, and when in a proper condition be transferred to 
Bellevue Hospital, or their homes, as the patients desired. Tlie hospital 
has accommodations for about thirty patients, but as fast as they can be 
transferred to Bellevue thev are removed there, that a sufficient number 
of beds may be in readiness in case of serious accidents, such as are 
liable to occur in the crowded business portion of the city. 

STATEMENT. 

Admitted from June 27 to December 31 723 

Births from June 27 to December 31 2 

Total number treated during year 725 

Died from June 27 to December 31 57 

Discharged from Jiine 27 to December 31 489 

Transferred to Bellevue Hospital 1G6 

712 

Remaining in hospital Decemlfer bl, 1870 13 



The monthly admissions, births, discharges, and deaths will be found 
in Table A. 

The nativity of those admitted will be found in Table B. 

In Table C will be found the number of ambulance and |X)lice cases, 
cases brought in by their friends, and coronei-s' cases. 

An abstract of disease causing death, and a general statement, are 
also appended to this report. 

Sixty-six cases of autistroke were admitted, of which 19 proved fatal, 
a little more than 28 per cent, of the whole number treated. The mor- 
tality in this disease is usually about 45 per cent. The small percent- 
age of deaths of those treated in the Centre Street Hospital I think is 



89 

to be attributed to the prompt treatment the patients received, in the 
majority of the cases the interval between the attack and the admission 
to tlie hospital being bnt a few minutes. Seventy-nine serious medical 
cases were treated. This niunber includes the most serious of the sun- 
stroke cases, cases of poisoning, and other cases wliich required medical 
treatment only. One hundred and eight serious surgical cases were re- 
ceived, embracing railroad accidents, injuries received by being caught 
in machinery, and accidents happening along shore. Of the whole 
numl>er admitted, 72 would have died while being conveyed as far as 
Bellevue Hospital, had it been necessary, because of the non-existence of 
tlie Iteception Hospital, to have taken them to that place. Some 
idea of tlie amount of good accomplished since the institution of the 
hospital may be gleaned from the preceding figures. They clearly 
establish the fact that the exj^eriment in the erection of this hospital 
has proved every way successful, and that tlie establisiiment of a larger 
hosjHtal in the lower part of the city is an absolute necessity. 

In severing my connection with the hospital, I do so with regret, but 
trust that the institution will continue its good work and long be known 
as a monument of benevolence. 

EespectfuUy, 

EDWARD T. T. MARSH, M.D., 

HouBS Sv/rgeon, 
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TABLE C. 

Becapitxtlation. 

Admitted (June 27 to December 31, 1870) 723 

Births during 1870 2 

Total 725 

Deaths during 1870 67 

Number transferred to Bellevue Hospital 106 

Discharged cured or improved. 480 



'^13 



Remaining in hospital, December 31, 1870 ^ 13 



Number of admissions 733 

" ambulance cases 411 

" police cases 183 

** brought in by their friends 180 

" sunstroke cases 66 

** serious medical cases 79 

** serious surgical cases 108 

" coroners* cases 40 

** transferred to Bellevue Hospital 166 

Number that would have died if not taken to Centre Street Hospital, and who 

would have died in ambulance while being conveyed as far as Bellevue. . . 73 



Abstract op Diseases causing Death in the Reception Hospital during the 

Year 1870. 

Alcoholism 1 

Apoplexy ^ 3 

xVsphyxia (drowning) 1 

Bums 4 

Delirium tremens. 1 

Fracture of skull 4 

** cervical vertebra* 1 

* * ribs and internal hemorrhage 1 

** tibia and fibula (shock) 1 

Gunshot wound of face 1 

** " head (suicide) 1 

" ** chest (suicide) 1 

Hemorrhage from arm (suicide) 1 



Carried forward 30 
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Bronght forward 20 

iBsolation. 19 

Injuries by being crashed 1 

'' ** run over 1 

Heningitis 3 

Phthisis Polmonalis 1 

Pneomonia - 3 

Pneomonia with delirium tremens 1 

Poisoning by morphine (suicide) 1 

" Paris green (suicide). 1 

Peritonitis 1 

*' traumatic 1 

P^mia (fracture tibia and fibula, comi>ound) 1 

Tetanus, traumatic 1 

Ursmia 3 

67 
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REPOET OF EXAMIJTING PHYSICIAN. 

Examination Office, January 1, 1871. 

To the llonorahle the Commissioners of 

Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — I have the honor to present for your consideration the 
regular ^Vnnual Report of the Examination Office. 

During the past year (1870) there were 13,513 applicants for hospi- 
tal treatment, of which number 12,092 were admitted to the several 
hospitals of the Department, and 1,421 were rejected or turned over to 
the Out-door Poor Department ; the entire number of applicants be- 
ing disposed of as follows : 



MONTn. 


WHOLE NUXTBER 
OP APPLICANTa 


ADMITTED TO 
nOSPITAL. 


REJECTED. 


REFERRED TO 
OUT-DOOR POOR 
DEPARTMENT. 


January 

February ... 

March 

April 


1,151 

1,089 
1,173 
1,058 
1,164 
1,199 
1,196 
1,338 
1,225 
1,029 
937 
954 


986 

954 

1,086 

997 

1,083 

1,087 

1,052 

1,206 

1,081 

908 

806 

846 


163 
125 

87 
44 
61 
85 

120 
90 
85 
95 

111 
93 


3 
9 

• • 

17 


May 


20 


Jnne, . 


27 


July 


24 


August 

September 

October 

November. 

December 


43 
59 
20 
20 
15 


Total 


13,513 


12,092 


1,158 


263 
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Of the eases admitted to hospital, the following assignments were 
made: 

To BeUevue Hospital 7,578 

To C harit J H ospitaU. 3 ,470 

To Fever Hospital 47 

To Relapsing Fever Hospital 908 

To Epileptic and Paraljiic Hospital 51) 

To SmaU-pox Hospital 2S 

To Infants' Hospital 2 

Total 12,093 



Besides the above-mentioned cases there have been numerous cases 
of contagious fever, etc., transferred to hospitals (Fever and Small-pox) 
by order of the Board of Ilealth. I would respectfully recommend 
that frequent reports of these cases should be sent to the Examination 
Office in order to make the statistics complete. 

I am indebted to my predecessor, Dr. A. S. Doherty, for the records 
of this office from January 1 to February 15, 1S70. 

I am also under obligations to the Warden of BeUevue Hospital, Mr. 
T. S. Brennan, for having given me his assistance when I required it in 
the performance of my duties. This being my final report, I take the 
opp<^>rtunity to express my gratitude for the courteous manner in which- 
I have been treated by the several members of your Ilonomble Body. 

I have the honor to be. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

MALCOLM McLEAX, M.D., 

Examinin/j Physician, 



BELLE VUE HOSPITAL. 



EEPORT OF WAEDEN. 



TVaeden's Office, Bellevue Hospital, ) 



January 1, 1871. 



To the Honorable tlte Board of Commissioners of Puhlie Charities 
and Correction : 

GENTLiiaiEN — The aiiriual report of this Hospital is herewith respect- 
fully submitted for your consideration : 



The number of patienti remaining in hospital January 1, 1870 709 

The number of admissions during the year 7,42(5 

The number of births during the year 598 

The total number treated during the year 8,733 

The number of patients discharged or relieved 6,883 

The number of deaths during the year 1 ,071 

7,954 

Total number of patients remaining in hospital under treatment December 31, 
1870 779 
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The following statement exhibits the number of cases treated in tliis 
institation for the year 1870 : 

Pdioe and accident cases treated 513 

Obstetrical cases treated 047 

InfmtB bom and treated 598 

Scuutroke cases treated 57 

Ambulance cases treated 1 ,401 

AH other cases treated 4,808 

8,024 

The statistical report of the past year differs in numbers from that 
of the preceding year, nearly 1,500 more persons having been admitted 
and discharged. 

The table showing the number of monthly admissions, births, dis- 
charges, and deaths you will find marked "A." 

The table exhibiting the number of ambulance and accident cases, 
together with the number of cases on which the coroners have held 
inquests, you will observe in table marked " B." 

Table "C" gives the nativities of those admitted. 

The table showing the cost per day and month for each inmate for 
provisions, clothing and bedding, salaries, liquors and drugs, fuel and 
miscellaneous articles, is marked '' D." 



IMPROVEMENTS. 

Tlie improvements of the past year have fully equalled and perhaps 
exceeded those of preceding years. 

First in order are two additional buildinfjs for the greater comfort 
and convenience of small-pox and fever patients. The absolute neces- 
sity for these buildings has been met by their erection at a comi)arative- 
Iv nominal cost. The comfort of the class of patients indicated will 
be greatly promoted by these neat and convenient buildings. 
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The number of relapsing and other fever patients having increased 
to a great extent during the past year, your Honorable Board resolved 
to appoint a pliysiciau to that separate department, for the purpose of 
extending every medical comfort to the unfortunate applicants during 
their short stay here, and previoiLs to their removal to the fever depart- 
ments on Hart's and Blackwell's Islands. Accordingly Dr. I. W. Elston 
was selected for the position, and I am happy to state that he has per* 
formed his duties in a very satisfactory manner to the Medical Board, 
and also in a faithful and intelligent manner to his patients. 

A commodious pavilion has also been built for an accident ward, as 
well as for the accommodation of compound fractures, and other very 
serious sur^cical cases. The buildino: has been erected at tlie lower end 
of the grounds, overlooking the river. Great benefits are anticipated 
from its use, especially in the treatment of gangrenous cases, by reliev- 
ing the main building of patients of this class, and placing them in a 
position where they may enjoy a freer circulation of air, without the 
attendant danger of inoculating others. 

In order to afford the patient still more comfort, a neat stand has 
been placed by the side of each bed, on wliich they can keep any little 
article of food or extra diet needed bv them. Underneath are small 
shelves, on which they can place their clean clothing, and which makes 
it very convenient for those who are compelled to continually occupy 
their beds. 

Another innovation uix)n the old order of things consists in the re- 
moval of the heaters in the wards, from the side-walls to the centre of 
the rooms. In their former position, the circulation was of so partial a 
character that but few of the patients enjoyed the benefits of the heat, 
in addition to which disadvantage they were fast becoming a receptacle 
for filth, to say nothing of the inconvenience of getting at them in case 
of fire. The apparatus has been removed from its old to the new posi- 
tion with but little difficulty, and at comparatively small cost. The 
change promises to be attended with benefits of the most significant 
character, both bv the increased circulation of heat as well as in 
economy of fuel. I feel the most entire confidence that in the matter 
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saving coal, the improvement will, by that means, pay for itself in 
years, while the greater freedom from danger by fire, and the 
lity with which that destructive element could be subdued, in case 
necessity, is an important consideration that should not be over- 
Led. The improvement in all its aspects is an important one, and 
it judiciously have been made long ago. 

A very important and greatly needed improvement of part of the 

id about the hospital was recently projected, at once commenced, 

expeditiously and eflBciently finished. The roadway leading from 

r^ main gateway past the f ix)nt of the main buildings to the stables, 

w other parts of the yards and garden, was unsubstantial, and trou- 

HBBome to keep in repair. The sun made it an inexhaustible reservoir 

wdnst, and <^^he rain transformed this into an equally inconvenient con- 

\%iovL of mud. It was unfit for the necessary traffic of vehicles, and at 

likes almost impassable for pedestrians. In the winter these evils were 

ikch aggravated by the snow, frosts, and thaws incident to the season, 

•id the idea of laying this thoroughfare in concrete was as felicitous as 

4b manner of carrying it into execution was prompt and satisf actor}'. 

Aeoonti*act for doing the work has been admirably performed, and we 

kive now in the old dirt causeway a hard, durable, and almost weatlier- 

JWof road. On it the elements, and the wear and tear of tnicks and 

OBriages, will make little impression, while as a promenade and play- 

gHmnds for patients, whether young or old, it will supply a want which 

hm been often felt on fine days, when the river front was too exposed, 

ad the paved walk too circumscribed for out-door exercise. In addi- 

tkn to the above improvements I am happy to be able to report that 

Tienty-sixth street, from First to Third avenues, has been repaired and 

piled with Belgian pavement, thereby giving us a good street for our 

anbulances, instead of the old rough cobblestones, which made it very 

bid, and, indeed, I may say, dangerous to the injured parties while 

bdng conveyed over it to the hospital. 



The summer shed, formerly used by4:he patients on the hospital dock, 
haring been converted into a pavilion, your Honorable Board generously 
tqplied them with a beautiful new awning, twenty-five by sixty feet^ 
4 
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instead. Kew seats were placed under it, and I assure you they heartily 
enjoyed the opportunity afforded them. 

An awning was also placed over the door at the entrance to the re- 
ception office for patients, so the ambulance could be driven under it 
and the patients taken out under cover, instead of being exposed to the 
scorching sun or the heavy rains. 

As is the custom, Mr. Frey, apothecary, forwards to your Honorable 
Board the annual reports of the department over which he presides. In 
them will be found the total amount of expenditures for Hquors and 
drugs, together with separate inventories of the amount and value of 
stock on hand in each place. 

The attending medical officers continue to give instruction to the 
students of the various medical colleges in this city. The number of 
students attending clinical lectures in Bellevue and Charity Hospitals 
during the past year is very large (as will be seen by referring to 
schedule A, atta<5hed to this report), and is yearly increasing. 

A great deal of the success attending this institution is due to the 
attending physician and surgeons, all of whom appear to be zealous in 
the good cause, and with ability and faithfulness discharge their respec- 
tive duties for the best interest of the sick poor under their charge and 
the reputation of the hospital, for which they deserve the commendation 
of your Honorable Board. 

The different clergymen. Sisters of Charity, and other religious lady 
visitors have been faithful and conscientious in their attention to the 
sick during the past year, for which I feel a pride and satisfaction in 
returning them my sincere thanks. I am happy in being able to testify 
to the faithful manner in which the resident staff of physicians and 
surgeons have performed the various duties assigned to them, and also 
to the different officers of the institution for the interest they have 
manifested in the welfare of the different departments under their 
charge. 
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Ambulanob Corps. 

The usefulness and beneficent operation of the Ambulance Corps 
dring the past year have more than confii*med the promise of success 
ilich attended its organization. It would scarcely be possible to 
irise a system of aid and succor to the victims of casualty or sudden 
ii^ess, whicli would equal it in completeness of equipment, prompti- 
tde of action, and general efficiency ; the ambulance horses being 
fady for duty at any hour of the day or night, as also the ambulance 
ttgeons, who are in readiness to accompany it, with instruments, 
mioratives, etc., fully equipped, same as if entering the field of battle. 

From the small b^inning with which the experiment was tested, an 
i^K)rtaiit department of our public charities has been developed — a 
dqMutment'which meets with special manifestation of popular recog- 
TsSon and approval. There is no longer any ground for the old 
nproach, that however skilfully a sorely injured patient might be 
inated when he arrived at the hospital, it was a wonder if he did not 
die on his way there. But four persons have died in the ambulance 
finee the day that No. 1 started, in June, 1869, until the present date. 

On the other hand, scores of lives that would have been jolted out of 
naimed and mangled bodies in the tedious and painful mode of trans- 
portation by truck or the reckless driving of hacks and wagons, the 
carefully managed agency of the ambulances has prolonged until such 
time and under such favorable conditions as afforded surgical or 
medical science a chance to save the suffering and heal the afflicted. 
He discipline, effectiveness, and inestimable value of the ambulance 
Bjttem were put to a severe trial and triumphantly established on sev- 
enl occasions during the summer. On the 12th of July, in a terrible 
aftay at Elm Park, a number of men were shockingly beaten and hurt. 
The scene of the conflict was four miles from the hospital, and all 
tbroagh the evening till long past midnight assistance had to be sent to 
the wounded, as from time to time they were discovered in the retreats 
to which they had fled for shelter and there become unconscious. Had 
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there been a weak point in the organization, it would under this extra- 
ordinary stress have been discovered, and indeed a temporary break- 
down might have happened. But every thing worked with perfect 
smoothness and facility ; the only deficiency discovered being the 
lack of force to meet an emergency of the kind, without too severely 
tasking the medical stafiP, the drivers, and the horses attached to the 
department. 

Tlie deficiency was again felt at the commencement of the unprece- 
dented continuance of heat and solar phenomena, which made memora- 
ble the months of June, July, and August. The prevalence of sun- 
stroke and other maladies, by which persons were suddenly prostrated 
in the street, kept every ambulance in ceaseless service, and this strain 
upon the resources of the department was further aggravated by the 
unusual frequencies of crime, which resulted in severe and often fatal 
injury. 

To supply this additional requirement new vehicles and hoi'ses had 
to be provided, and this under instructions from your Honorable Board, 
Avhich was done as soon as practicable. The number of horses and am* 
bulances was increased to seven ; these, with the light wagons previ- 
ously in use, have been found means ample enough to respond with 
alacrity to the demands upon the department, no matter how varied and 
urgent they may be. Of coui'se in the working of this admirable sys- 
tem, experience has suggested improvements in matters of detail, and 
from whomsoever a practical hint or recommendation might come, it 
lias been considered, and when available adopted. Particularly has 
this been the case in simplifying and rendering more convenient to the 
carriers, and more comfortable to the patients, the stretchers on which 
tbe latter are carried to and from the ambulances. Formerly this pro- 
cess involved brief periods of intense suffering to those who had to be 
iijmoved. Now, by a little ingenuity and common sense, the most pain- 
ful cases of fracture and mutilation can be transferred from one place 
to another without infliction of an unnecessary pang. 1 would here 
say that our intercourse with police head-quarters and the precinct sta- 
tion-houses by telegraph, with which calls on the ambulances are al- 
ways made, has invariably been animated by a spirit of reciprocal cour- 
tesy and philanthropic effort. 
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I would, moreover, wish to record my admiration of tlie faithfulness 
ll untiring assidnity with which the surgeons attached to this depart- 
SBt have discharged their arduous and exacting duties. They have 
I in zealous and invaluable coadjutors in the successful working of this- 

intmisBion of mercy. 



ilREAUOF MEDICAL AND SURGICAL BELIEF FOR THE 

OUT-DOOR POOR. 



lam again able to report to your Honorable Board the same gratify- 
1^ kf results in regard to the workings of this Bureau during the year 

jpt closed as heretofore. There haxe been treated in that period 
[ %-nine thousand four hundred and thirty one out-door patients, an 

aeiease of fourteen thousand four hundred and five over that of the 

pi 1869. 

It will be noticed the numbers are rapidly increasing, and the num- 
fc of prescriptions issued have increased in proportion. 

Tlie rules adopted by your Honorable Board, on the suggestion of 
Ae medical inspector governing the dispensing of medicines and the 
lihful recording of all prescriptions issued from this Bureau, has 
|»red of great benefit, and will eventually show an immense saving 
tithe department. 

The attending staff of physicians have been regular and attentive to 
Ik patients applying to them for treatment. It will be seen, by refer- 
img to the report of the examining physician, a large number applying 
fir admission to the different hospitals in your department have been 
jrferred to this Bureau, thereby relieving the city of their main- 



The following table exhibits the number of patients, with the num- 
ber of prescriptiotiB isaaed from this Bureau, during the year 1870 : 
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THE MORGUE. 

In presenting your Honorable Board witli the annual report of the 
receptacle for the unknown dead, I feel a pride and satisfaction ia 
being able to present the gratifying results attending it. The table 
marked I, attached to this report, exhibits the total number of bodies 
recei\'ed there, the number recognized and buried by their friends, 
with the number which were unidentified and buried in the city 
cemetciy on Hart's Island. Tlie photographs of tlie latter are still re- 
tained and exhibited in the show-case, so as to allow every possible 
ehanee to the relatives or friends of those who were unfortunate enough 
to be buried before I'ecognition. 

In conclusion, I desire to renew my expression of thanks to yonr 
Honorable Board for the earnest sympathy and humane devotion dis- 
played by you to all that concerns the welfare of the patients and the 
general reputation and interests of the hospital. 



I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

your obedient servant, 



THOMAS S. BRENNAN, 

Warden. 
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SCHEDULE A, 



Suwing the Name% of the differ mt Medical Octtegee^ whose Students Tune attended Clinical 
Butructions at BeBemie Hospital for the Tear 1870, mth the Nwnber from each 
College. 

Bdlevue Hospital Medical CoUege 880 

CoDege of Physicians and Snigeons 170 

UniTendty Medical Coll^re 130 

Wectic Medical College 81 

Sew York Medical Coll^^ for Women 6 

Total 717 
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TABLE B. 



Ambulance^ Police^ AcciderUy and Coroners' Cases during the Year. 



Iteiaiy. .. 

Jkaii 

Ipril 

*Sr 

Jnie. 

hkj 

Ai^nst. . . . . 
Sqyt^mber . 

October 

5oT€mber . 
Dtcember.. 

Total 
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Abstract of Diseases causino Death in Bellevxte Hospital dusino the 

Ybab 1870. 

Abscess of Brain. 3 

1 

2 



Liver 

** Thigh 

*' and Mahiatrition. 1 



inearism of Aorta. 
" Heart 



it 



( u 



( 



u 



Cancer of breast. 



4i 



kidney. . 

liver. . . . 

ovaries. . 
" rectum.. 

*' shoulder 



2 

1 



" PopUteal 1 

" and Pneumonia 1 

Apoplexy 25 

and Purpural Hemorrhage 1 

1 



4 



Asoeties 

Asthenia. 

Atelectisis 

BrighVs Disease 48 

' and Bronchitis 1 

' " Cardiac 6 

* " Cystitis 2 

* " Gangrene of Lung 1 

* " (Edema *' 9 

* '* Pericarditis 1 

' " Phthisis 5 



Pleurisy 5 

'* Pneumonia 10 



Pneumo-hydro Thorax 2 

* *' Relapsing Fever 2 

* ** Suppression of Urine 1 

Uraemia 1 



Bronchitis ' 3 

*' Capillary 4 

Broncho-Pneumonia 1 

Boms 19 



1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 



^^ spine 8 

^' spine and emphysema. 1 



CiOrried forward 170 
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Brought forward 179 

Cancer of stomach 3 

'* ntems 5 

Cardiac 14 

*' and Bright's disease 2 

** " pericarditis 1 

** '* pneumonia 3 



Cholsemia 



Diarrhoea, acute. 



(( t( 



*• chronic. 



Diabetis . , 
Drowning. 



** chronic. 



2 



" and Bright^s disease 1 

" " cirrhosis 1 

Cirrhosis 10 

** and Bright's disease 1 

Concussion of spine 1 

Congestion of brain 3 

Congestive fever 3 

Cut throat (suicide) 1 

Convulsions, infantile 8 

Coup de soleiL 14 

Coxalgia 1 

Cystitis and gummy tumor of spinal cord 1 

" " pyetitis 2 

Delirium tremens 82 

** and meningitis 1 

" ** oedema of lung 2 

** " old age 1 

" " pyaemia 1 

Diffuse abdominal aneurism 3 

" phlegmonous inflammation 1 

Disease of kidney 5 

4 



and Bright's disease 1* 



2 



*' and exhaustion 1 

" '' phthisis 6 

" " pneumonia 1 

" ** syphilis 1 



1 



Dysentery, acute 11 



3 



" and delirium tremens 1 

" '' phthisis 2 

" ** pneumonia 1 



Carried forward 838 
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Brought forward 338 

lidwlas from cardiac disease 1 

iBbohnii of heart and mjetitis 1 

Iqihysema 1 

*^ and bronchitis 3 

*' " cardiac /. . . . 2 

lido-carditis t 1 

kdo-metritis 1 

bfcerities and peritonitis. 1 

l^ilepsy 8 

I^eloma of lip and exhaustion. 1 

kpi^^BB of leg. 4 

loection of femur and Bright's disease 1 

kfaanstion. 11 

" from amputation. 7 

*' and cancer 1 

^* from immersion. 1 

** " vomiting 1 

htty Heart , 8 

" Liver 2 

huture of pelvis 1 

" »* skuU 51 

** " spine 5 

Gtngrene 2 

** of leg I 

Gtt^c ulcer 1 

Gonshot wounds 

Hemorrhage 8 

** from bowels 3 

Hemoptysis and gangrene of lung 1 

Hepatitis and oedema of lung. 1 

Hydrocephalus, acute 2 

Inamtion % 4 

Injuries 40 

" and confinement. 1 

Locomotor ataxia and pneumonia 1 

** exedens 1 

IfidnriAl fever, pernicious 4 

Malnntrition 2 

Malignant tumor of phax^TLX 1 

llania and congestion of lung 1 

ICaraBmns 20 

Meningitis 13 

Carried forward % 552 



5! 
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Brought forward 553 



Meningitis and cerebral abscess . . 

^' snb-acnte 

Menorrhagia 

Morbus cozarius and pyemia. . . . 
Necrosis of metatarsal bones. . . . 

(Edema of the glottis. 

*» " lung 

Overities and peritonitis 

Paralysis of the heart. .* 

Pelvic abscess and exhaustion . . , 

" peritonitiB 

Pericarditis 

*^ and Bright^s disease. 

pleurisy 

pneumonia 



(( 



(( 



a 



n 



Peritonitis. 



from bursting of ovarian tumor , 

^* operation for hernia % 

" perforation 

and pelvic abscess 

Phlegmonous peritonitis of tibula and profuse suppuration. 
Phthisis 



u 



(t 
u 

(( 

u 
t( 
i( 
(( 
u 



and abscess of i)erineum. . . . 

asthnia 

Bright^s disease 

capillary bronchitis 

chronic diorrhcea 

cirrhosis 

cystitis 

delirium tremens 

degeneration of kidneys. 

emphysema 

peritonitis 

pneumonia 

pneumo-hydrothorax. . . . 
syphilis 



Pleurisy 






and cardiac 

sub-acute 

Pneumonia. 

and Bright's disease. 
** dysentery 



(( 



i( 



1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

10 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
193 
1 
3 

16 
3 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
6 
2 
2 

30 
2 
1 



Carried forward 871 



63 

Brought forward 871 

and gangrene of Inng. 2 

" " phthisis 1 

" " pyaamia 1 

" '* tuberculosis 1 

henmo-thorax. 4 

Itening by carbolic acid 1 

" opium 2 

" Paris green 2 

Bat-parteum hssmorrhage. -. 1 

ftemature birth ; 2 

Ffeerperal conyulsions. 1 

** peritonitis 33 

ftrpura and Bright^s disease 2 

I^cmia. 30 

" from necrosis of sternum 1 

I^etitis 1 

Idspeing fever 2 

Bemittent " 2 

Retention of urine 2 

Snection of elbow- joint and Pyaemia. ,1 

Bnpture of bladder 3 

'* urethra. 1 

Senectus 2 

Softening of brain from obliteration of artery 1 

** spinal cord 1 

8{Hnal apoplexy 1 

Spina befida 1 

Stab wounds 5 

Stillbirths 44 

Stricture of intestines and faecal abscess 1 

*'*' aesophagus 1 

Syphilis 4 

** and Bright's disease 1 

Synovitis 5 

Tertiary syphilis and pyaemia 1 

Thombosis of heart 1 

Thoracic aneurism 2 

Trismus naccntium 1 

Tuberculosis 2 

Tubercular meningitis 1 

Tumor of brain. 1 

Typhoid fever 2 

Carried forward 1,044 



Brought forward 1,044 

UIcoT of Htomach and i)6lvio cellnliti8 X 

Ulceration of ajHophagus 1. 

Uni;i]iia 3 

** and choloimia X 

** *' cxhauHtion 38 

Valvular difiooso of the heart 

Voniiting and dyspcpma X 

>\'hito ftoftcning of the brain. © 

Yellow fever 3 . 



f 



Total 1,07X 



EEPORT OF APOTHECARY. 

Bellevue Hospital, Januaxy 1, 1871. 

Expended for drugs and medicines $15,167 #"7 

Stock on hand, December 31, 1809 2,990 5'7 

$18,1S8 
SttK'k on hand, December :U , 1870 $1 ,988 



KxptMulod for Uqiu>rA, winoft, and ale $5,190 

Stock on hand, December 3 1 , 1800 397 

$5,547 

Stm'k romainiiif; on haniL $238 



XumlH^r of i>ationt8 in^aUxl during year 

presi^riptious put up 180, 



«» 



Respectfully submitted. 



J. FRET, 

ApMeemrjf, 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL BOARD OF BELLEVUE 

HOSPITAL. 

To the Honorable the Board of Commissioners of Public Charities 
and Correction: 

Gentlemen — The Secretary of the Medical Board of the Bellevue 
Boepital respectfully submits the following report for the year ending 
December 31, 1870: 

limber of patieDts remaming in hospital, January 1, 1870 709 

" admissions daring the year 1870 7,426 

" births during the year 1870 598 

• 

Bimb«r of patients treated during the year 1870 8,733 

'* patients ditscharged during the year 1870 6,883 

* * deaths during the year 1 870 7, 954 

Total number remaining in hospital, Januaiy 1, 1871 779 



Statement of Cases Treated. 

FoUce and accident cases , , 613 

Obstetrical cases 647 

Iifants bom 598 

Cites of sunstroke 57 

Ambulance cases 1 ,401 

AD other cases 4,808 



Total cases treated during the year 1870 8,024 



Analysis of Deaths. 

Deaths from injuries and accidents (coroners' cases) • 200 

'* sunstroke (coroners* cases) 14 

in childbirth and from puerperal fever 35 

of infants bom during the year 04 

from Bright's disease 102 

** phthisis pulmonalis 199 

'^ all other cases 427 



Total number of deaths during the year 1870 1,071 



72 

At the (conclusion of the last annual report, the Secretary, after com- 
menting upon the various improvements that had been instituted during 
the year 1869, alluded to further innovations which promised to greatly 
increase the efficiency of the management of tlie Ilospital, and to add 
to the comfort and welfare of the sick poor in the institutions. These 
and other modifications have been made, and have been followed by the 
most satisfactory results. 

Among these improvements may be mentioned the additional build- 
ings for patients with relapsing and other fevers, for accidents, cases of 
compound fracture, and the establishment of a Reception Hospital in 
Centre street. The pavilions ft)r relapsing-fever cases and for com- 
pound fractures have greatly benefited the classes of cases tliey were 
intended to receive, and have proved to be an absolute necessity. Tlie 
lleception Ilospital in Centre street, made indispensable by the removal 
of tlie old New York Ilospital, has worked admirably ; and many lives 
have undoubtedly been saved that would have been sacrificed had the 
patients been immediately transported to Bellevue. 

In the Bellevue Ilospital itself much has been done by your efficient 
Warden to promote the comfort of patients. The heatera in the 
wards have been removed from the sides of the rooms to the centre, 
securing a more equable distribution of heat, better ventilation, and 
more thorough cleanliness. The neat little stands, placed at the head of 
the bed of each patient, have been the source of much comfort and 
convenience. The new roadway from the gate to the main entrance of 
the Ilospital was very much needed, and is a substantial improvement. 
Many other changes in the old order of things might be mentioned, 
seemingly trivial, but contributing materially to the efficiency of the 
hospital management. 

There is no more admirable and efficient organization connected with 
the Ilospital than the ambulance department. The system of ambu- 
lances ready at any hour of the day or night to transport cases of dis- 
ease or injury tc the hospital, under the direct charge of a competent 
surgeon, adopted on a comparatively small scale last year, has increased 
in importance as a necessity of its existence. All that can be said of 
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Ha organization is, that it seems to be perfect in all regards, and its 
management leaves nothing to be desired. 

The Bellevne Hospital will now compare most favorably with any 
inilar institution at home or abroad. The members of the Medical 
Board have been most cordially seconded in their professional labors, 
not only by yonr Honorable Board, but by all immediately connected 
fith the institution. It is steadily increasing in importance as a clinical 
jchool, and even now may be justly claimed as the great centre of 
practical education in medicine in this country. As was stated in the 
report for 1869, it probably contributes ss efficiently to medical educa- 
tion as any general hospital in the world. 

The various committees from tlie Medical Board have performed 
their duties, during the past year, with signal success. The members of 
tke Committee of Inspection have made their regular weekly visits to the 
Hospital during the year, and have carefully corrected every deviation 
from duty on the part of the subordinate officers. The members of the 
Committee of Examination have devoted much time to the examination 
of candidates for vacancies in the house staff, and much of the efficiency 
of tlie staff is due to the conscientious way in which their examinations 
have been conducted. 

The Curators, Hi's. Janeway, Delafield, and Lusk, have devoted a great 
deal of time and labor to the supervision of the post-inortein examina- 
tions. Under their management the autopsy rooms have become a most 
useful school of pathological anatomy. They have also continued to 
enrich the Hospital museum by the preparation and mounting of in- 
teresting specimens. 

The Apothecary, Mr. Frey, who has so long had charge of the phar- 
maceutical department, during the past year, as heretofore, has per- 
formed his duties in such a way as to merit your unqualified approval. 

It is not too much to say that the efficient Warden of the Hospital, 
Mr. Brennan, more than ever justifies the confidence reposed in him by 
your honorable body and the Medical Board. There seems to be 
nothing in the Hospital, even to the most trivial details, that escapes his 
watchful care. There is no improvement that he does not second most 
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cordially and efficiently. Many of those alluded to in this report have 
been suggested by the Warden, and all owe to his administrative ability 
much of their practical usefulness. None but those familiar with tlie 
workings of the immense Hospital and its dependencies, ander his im- 
mediate charge, can appreciate the extent of the duties of the Warden, 
and the efficient manner in which they are performed. 

The resident medical staff maintains the high position its members 
have earned for efficiency and scientific attainment. This must be the 
case when the rigid competitive examination to which they are sub- 
jected secures for the Hospital none but the ablest and best qualified 
among the recent graduates of the different medical colleges of this 
cfty. 

This report has necessarily been one of congratulation. The Hospital 
is now in a better condition than ever before. Having for its object 
the care and relief of so many of the sick poor of this great city, and 
exposed to abuses incident to the character ©f many whom it relieves, 
there seems to-day but little room for improvement in its general man- 
agement. 

Kespectf ully submitted, 

A. FLINT, Jr., M.D., 

Secretary. 



CHARITY, SMALL-POX AND FEVER HOSPITALS. 



EEPORT OF CHIEF OF STAFF. 

CHAEnT Hospital, B. I., ) 
January 1, 1871. ) 

LiAo Bell, Esq., 

President Board of Commissioners 

Pvhlic Cliarities and Correction : 

Sm — I have the honor to submit to your inspection the annual 
reports of the Department placed under my charge, embracing 
darity Hospital, the Small-pox and Fever Hospitals, the Hospital 
dirision of the Penitentiary, the medical jurisdiction of the Alms-house 
and Work-house, and the Hospital for Incurables. 

These reports are' rendered as accurately as the conditions under 
wiiich they are made will permit. The management of this department 
has been subject to changes during the year which have tended to 
hinder the complete development of any system that might have been 
devised. 

Having had only the experience of a few weeks to guide my judg- 
ment, I will not now attempt to suggest radical changes. 

I am trying to execute the will of the Commissioners in letter and in 
spii'it, to do which I am already convinced will require a fruitful 
invention and a constant vigilance. 

T am happy to report that at present there is manifested a disposi- 
tion on the part of my staff, and of the officers, clerks, and employes in 
general, to aid me in the work of producing satisfaction, comfort, order, 
and economy. We hope to. soon see Charity Hospital quoted as a 
modeL 
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The service of the Hospital is growing more attractive to yomij^l 
of talent and ambition by reason of the increasing facilities afli 
them for the study of obstetric science and art. We will hope, ^ 
time, to find in our wards much more of acute surgery and ^ 
than we have at present. We also desire to see the out-buildingd 
completed, so that the eruptive and contagious fevers, and gang 
cases, may be quite isolated. . ; 

In conclusion, I beg leave to call attention to a few facts bro 
out by the reports, and leave them to suggest their own comments 1 

In the year 1869 the number of people treated in Charity Hospital was 7,020 

" " »» discharged or died " 6,018—85 

" 1870 " treated " 8,459 

** *» " discharged or died " 7,640--94 



Kate of mortality, same in both years. 

Cost of provisions per individual, 12 per cent, less in 1870 ths 
1869. 

Difference in cost of liquors in favor of 1870, about $1,878, 
making due allowance for diflFerence in cost, there being 1,439 
patients treated. Difference in drugs in favor of 1870, $1,45. 
Amount of whiskey required and received from January 1 to Ji 
1870, 26 barrels; from July 1 to December 31, 1870, 5 ba 
Amount of wine first six months of 1870, 12 casks ; amount of 
last six montlis, 2 casks. Amount of ale fii*st six months of 187 
barrels ; last six months, 60 barrels. 

Fever Hospital — Cost of drugs per individual for 1869, $l-^^j^ 
1870, $Ot»^V For liquors, 1869, §0//,- ; 1870, $0j%\. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

II. D. BURLINGHAM, M.D., 

Chief of St( 
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Gessral Statement — Ohahttt Hospital, 1870. 
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Gensral Statement — Chabttt Hospttal, 1870. 
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. GemcBAL Stateuenv — Feveb Hospital, 1870. 
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BEPORT OF MEDICAL BOARD OF CHARITY HOSPITAL. 

January 3, 1871. 
Hon. IsAAO Bell, 

President of the Board of Commissioners 

of Public Charities and Correction : 

Sib — The Medical Board of Charity Hospital respectfully sub- 
nut the following report for the year 1870, of the institutions on 
Blackwell's Island under their supervision : 

CHABITT HOSPITAL. 

>8niaimiig in Hospital January 1, 1870 1,007 

^^mittod from Janoaiyl to December 31, 1870 7,452 

Total 8,459 



^'tehaiged from January 1 to December 31 , 1870. 6,988 

IWhs " " ** 662 

in Hospital December 31 , 1870 809 

FEVER HOSPITAL. 

in Hospital January 1, 1870 53 

^^Amitfcedfrom January 1 to December 81, 1870 1,218 

Total 1,271 

from January 1 to December lU, 1870 1,170 

Ittid " *» " 68 




iningm Hospital December 31, 1870 33 



SMALL-POX HOSPITAL. 

in Hospital January 1, 1870 82 

Mfeittied from January 1 to December 31,1 870 977 

Total 1,059 

P^aigisd from January 1 to December 31 , 1870 933 

MOM , " " " 100 

HHiliiiiv in Hoq^ntal January 1,1^^^ 26 
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The condition of the hofipitals under the control of this Board 
been materially altered during the past year, by the appointment of 
medical officer, under the title of Chief of Staff, as their princi] 
executive. The causes which led to this change have been fully 
forth in a communication received by this Board at their Febi 
meeting, from the President of the Board of Commissioners, and in 
reports of the Committee of Inspection, of which Dr. Echeverria 
chairman. Briefly stated, they are as follows : 

1st. The increased expense of the Uospital. 

2d. The overcrowding of the Hospital by the retention of convali 
cent patients. 

3d. The distance of the Hospital from the city, and the delay in reaclh^ 
ing it, owing to water communication, rendered the visits of the attend-! 
ing Physicians and Sui^ons somewhat irrregular. 

4th. Lack of discipline in the House Staff. 

5th. Loose management of the business affairs of the Hospital by its 
previous official. 

6th. The want of harmony between the visiting and resident Medical 
Staff and a non-raedical Executive Officer. 

Experience has taught us that the fifth and sixth causes especially, 
and to a certain extent the third cause, were explanatory of the others, i 

The efforts of the Committee of Inspection, of which Dr. Echeverria 
was chairman, and Drs. Gillette and Cannalt members, pix)duced a 
decided change for the better in the management of the Hospital, as a 
reference to the tabulated expenditures of the hospital for the year will 
prove. 

At a special meeting of our Board in June, we recommended the 
appointment of a Chief of Staff who should be a medical man of ex- 
perience, and reside at the Hospital as a necessity. You had already 
desired such a change, but had delayed action at our request. 
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Tlie first appointment made was that of onr Seci'etary, who was at 
i^same time a member of the Committee of Inspection. The im- 
fioved condition of the Hospital, while ander his management, was due 
ireatly to his being a member of this Board, and to thorough and hearty 
«H)peratiou of its members, of his fellow-members of the G)mmittee 
if Inspection, Drs. Wood and Hewitt, and of the Hoase Staff of the 
Hospital. He also desires us to state, that he was greatly indebted to 
joa for your ready approval of and quick action on the changes he 
proposed to you, as well as for the amount of power you conferred upon 
iamy and the confidence you placed in him. 

Credit is due to Dr. Burlingham, the present CWef of Staff, and to 
flie members of the House Staff, who co-operate with him, for the pi*e3- 
CQt admirable condition of the Hospital. 

Dr. Maxwell, a member of the previous House Staff, acted for some 
time as Assistant Chief of Staff, and did much towards keeping up the 
idvantages gained. 

The condition of the patients in the Hospital has been improved by 
the adoption of a new dietary table, uniform with that in use at Belle- 
Toe Hospital and at the Lunatic Asylum, and by the increased efHcieucy 
of the orderlies and nurses. 

Very little stimulants have been used in the Hospital for some time 
past, and greater care is exercised in the distribution of medicines. The 
diminished amount of stimulants used has had a favorable effect both 
CD the moral and physical condition of the patients, and at the same 
time has decreased the expenses of the Hospital. A reference to the 
tables of mortality for this and last year will show that this statement 
IB no careless impression. 662 patients died during tlie past year in 
Charity Hospital ; 222 of this number died during the first three months 
of the year, at which time the amount of stimulants used was large. 
If we compare the remaining nine months of the past year, with a 
nmilar time in the previous years, it will be found that the ratio of 
deaths to cither the number of patients admitted or discharged, was 
less during the past year. The total number of patients discharged 
daring the last nine months of 1868 was 4,305. The number of 
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deaths during this time was 427. Tlie ratio of deaths to discharges 
was 1 to 10.08. The ratio of deaths to admissions during the same 
time was 1 to 11.49. The number of patients discharged during the 
last nine months of 1870 was 4,969. The number of deaths during 
this time was 440. The ratio of deaths to discharges, was 1 to 11.29. 
The ratio of deaths to admissions during the same time was 1 to 12.22+ 

The result is probably attributable to several causes. It shows, how- 
ever, that large amounts of stimulants are not so necessary as many 
suppose, in the treatment of chronic diseases. A more careful 
analysis than is at present possible, owing to the want of time, may 
yield other useful lessons. The present Apothecary, Mr. Reynolds, has 
improved the condition of the drug department, and at the same time 
lessened its expenses. 

The erection of a new pavilion for the reception of patients affected 
with measles and -scarlet fever has remedied a want long felt ; and the 
completion of its fellow will place this Board in a position to isolate 
patients affected with scarlet fever, measles, sraall-pox, and typhus and 
typhoid fevei*s. Hereafter only scarlet fever and measles will have to 
be treated in the same room, and that only till the erection of the new 
pavilion. 

The promise to give us a better house for pathological studies, and 
the reception of the dead, make us feel that the usefulness of Charity" 
Hospital will soon be greatly augmented as a school of medicine. 

The Hospitals under the control of this Board have been and are the 
means of doing great good, both by the dissemination of useful medi- 
cal knowledge, gained in the study of so many different diseases here 
grouped together, by students at the medical clinics, by internes of the 
Hospitals, and by the visiting staff, as well as by affording a home for 
the destitute sick, where they have received food, medical treatment, 
and rest, gi*atuitously. 

We hope, by the changes inaugurated during the past year and by 
those promised, that this Hospital, together with Bellevue, will be still 
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re than hitherto the chief medical school for this country, and at 
1 same time a true home for the homeless sick. 

Finally, this Board would express to you their thanks for your con- 
leration in the past, and for your co-operation with them in all plans 
stined to improve the Hospital. 

WM. B. EAGER, Jk., M.D., 

President. 

K G. JANEWAY, M.D., 

Secretary. 



RELAPSING FEVER HOSPITAL. 



August 8, 1870. 
To the Honordble Board of Commi88{on.er8 

of Public Charities and Correction: 

Gentlemen — I have the honor to forward the following report of 
the above Hospital, now broken up. 

About the middle of February last, your Honorable Body deter- 
mined, owing to the great prevalence of Relapsing Fever in our citj, 
to open a Hospital for its special treatment; and on February 21, 
1870, commenced to fit up the barracks on south end of Hart's Island, 
which during the war were occupied by United States troops. Feb- 
ruary 24, one pavilion was completed, and on the 26th (two days later) 
the fii-st instalment of patients was admitted. From this time until 
the middle of March following, the work of refitting, furnishing, etc., 
progressed in common with the daily arrival of patients (one day, 
March 15, admitting 103) from the other Hospitals of the Department 
and from the city. 

The condition of the buildings, from the necessary haste with which 
they were completed, was none of the best ; and this, with the fact that 
nearly all of the cold and badweatherof the past winter came in March 
and April, accounts for the large number of complications of the 
fever which at that time existed, and to some extent for the increased 
mortality. 

The roofs, still covered with the old gravel roofing, were especially 
bad, pouring down floods of water at every stone. This was to a great 
extent remedied by patching with "plastic slate," this labor being 
done by prisoners from the Work-house ; yet, notwithstanding which, 
we have ever since been troubled very much during every storm by the 
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iter coming in through the roof; and, if the buildings are ever 
intended to again serve as hospitals, they should all be immediately 
Mmd tphoUy roofed anew. 

The new window-blinds are a great addition to the comfort of the 
patients, as well as to the general appearance of the institution. 

A few places in the floors of the wards still need repairs. 

The offices were in process of being painted, and really look very 
tttractive. 

Owing to the class of people amongst whom this fever chiefly rages^ 
Ae dietary of the patients has been in excess of that in other similar 
institutions, experience having shown that convalescence is greatly 
accelerated by a generous and wholesome diet. To this fact, together 
with entire personal cleanliness, strictly required from all, and the pure 
air J here so abundant, I attribute our total small proportion of deaths 
{6.87 per cent). 

The supply of water, from two wells at the Hospital, has been good 
and abundant until the late dry weather, when we have been compelled 
to resort to many expedients for obtaining it elsewhere. 

The fever itself, occupying a period of nearly four weeks for its 
coarse, attacks all alike, the old as well as the infant at the breast. 
The youngest patient on our books was only two weeks old when 
admitted; the two oldest^ eighty -seven years. (For partial report of 
ages on admission, see Table " A.") Its contagious quality is shown 
of»nclusively by the fact that two of the medical staff, seven of 
the nurses and orderlies, besides many of the attendants attached to the 
institution, have been prostrated by it, proving fatal in tliree cases, 
viz., two nurses and one orderly. 

The total number of patients admitted since opening (February 26) 
has been 1,673 ; deaths 115 (see Table " B "). Amongst the latter 
number is one death by suicide — by drowning — the patient being de- 
lirioos at the time. Besides the usual cases of relapsing fever, we have 
received quite a number which, on examination, proved to be BOinethviv^ 
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else, and were accordingly transferred to the other hospitals of the de- 
partment. Amongst the latter were three cases of small-pox, one sick 
from the Penitentiary, Blackwell's Island (on order of visiting phy- 
sician), and the other two direct from the Examining Physician of Out- 
door Poor Department. 

In transmitting this my final report, I take pleasure in returning my 
sincere thanks to your Honorable Board for the encouragement and 
sympathy you have ever manifested towards myself and the sick under 
my care, to which fact I can attribute any success I may have had in 
the proper management of the affairs of this Hospital. I am, 
gentlemen, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. BOSLEY, M.D., 

Physician in Charge. 
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NURSERY HOSPITAL AND IDIOT ASYLUM. 



EEPORT OF VISITING PHYSICIAN. 



January 1, 1871. 
Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President of Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Sib — I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
year 1870: 

In the Nursery Hospital there were remaining on the let day of 
January, 1870, one hundred and ninety-four inmates. During the year 
six hundred and sixteen were admitted,^ making a total population of 
eight hundred and ten. Out of this number six liundred and twenty- 
three have been discharged cured, relieved, or otherwise, and thirty- 
eight have died, leaving at date one hundred and forty-nine inmates. 

The causes of the deaths were, viz. : 



Rubeola. 12 

Chronic diarrhasa 1 

Peritonitis 1 

(Edema pulmonom. 1 

Blight's disease 2 

Acute cerebral meningitis 1 

Convulsions 1 

Caries of spine 1 

Cynanche Trachajalis 1 



Pneumonia 


8 


Scarlatina 


*s 


CftT^f^rnrn OTIS 


4 


Pertussis 


1 


Morbus coxarius 


2 


Heart clot 


2 


Phthisis pnlmonalis. 

Cyanosis 


1 

1 



In the twelve deaths charged to measles, the immediate cause of the 
deaths was some intercurrent affection like pneumonia or capillary 
bronchitis. It was deemed proper, however, to set down these cases to 
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fte account of tko measles, as there is every reason for assaminor that 
^hit for the existence of this original disease the intercurrent afPection 
mmld not have occurred. On the other hand, tlie four deaths due to 
euicmm oris might, with perhaps the same propriety, have been 
kai^ged to the measles. lu these cases, however, a very considerable 
feriod elapsed between the subsidence of the measles and the appear- 
noe of the ulcerations of the mouth. So that it was deemed more 
|n>per to consider the cause of death independent of the original dis- 
mse. Quite a proportion of the whole number of deaths were patients 
enfeebled by chronic organic diseases, such as tuberculosis and strumous 
aSectionfl of the bones, etc. In view of this fact, the percentage of 
Mortality in the entire Hospital population (four hundred and sixty-nine) 
must be considered very small. It may be well to remember, however, 
that in computing this percentage only the Hospital population is taken 
into the account, while in reality the death rate should be based upon the 
entire population both of the Uospital and the nurseries, for the sick 
bota the latter institutions- are sent at once into hospital, and no deaths 
have occurred in the nurseries proper. Taking this consideration into 
the account, the result must, I think, be accepted as somewhat remark- 
able. 

As to the continued presence of measles in the Nursery Department — 
for it IS here and not in the hospital that these cases are developed — I 
question much whether we shall ever be rid of the disease except by 
the most thorough renovation of the interior of the various buildings 
where it has found an abiding home. During my entire residence on 
the Island we have never, but for very brief periods, been free from 
the disease. There is no doubt, however, but that it can be " stamped 
oat ;" and I would earnestly recommend your Board to direct during 
the ensuing summer such a radical purification and renovation of the 
Xursery buildings as shall destroy all germs of the disease. When once 
this is accomplished, it will not be a difficult matter, with the aid of the 
quarantine recommended in my report on the Infants' Uospital, and 
with a little more judicious and liberal expenditure of money and 
labor than is now evinced, to keep the disease in abeyance. There 
was no recurrence in the summer of the epidemic of typhoid fever 
deBcribed in my last annual report as having existed for a number uf 
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years. This negative evidence, therefore, would seem to lend ad( 
tional probability to the correctness of the explanation then made 
the causation of this disease. At all events, be the explanation coi 
or not, tlie exemption from the disease is a matter for con^ratolatioi 
and in this respect I can only hope that this year's experience may 
a type of future years. 

I beg leave to renew the suggestions of last year regarding the 
wisdom of some provisional action for enlarging the hospital bnilding. 
With each year's increase of the population of tlie city comes an 
increase in the number of abandoned and unpix)vided for children, and 
in spite of the numerous and growing private charities of New Yt)rk^ 
the number that must inevitably fall to the Department of Pnblio 
Charities is steadily enlarging. Even now our accommodations are 
inadequate to the requirements of the institution, and we are driven to 
the necessity of crowding the wards — almost the worst evil tliat can 
happen to a hospital. Again, built as these buildings were many years 
ago, and before the construction of hospitals was made a subject of 
special study and experiment, they are lacking in many of the appoint- 
ments and adjuncts now looked upon as essentials in hospitals. These 
defects, though not vital, seriously incommode the administration, and 
are of sufficient importance to warrant the hope that in providing for 
the future they may bo constantly kept in view, and their recurrence 
guarded against. 

In the Idiot House there were remaining January 1, 1870, one 
hundred and sixteen inmates. During the year forty-nine have been 
admitted, making a total population of one hundred and sixty-five. 
Out of this number twenty have been discharged and four have died, 
leaving at date one hundred and forty-one resident patients. This 
number is very nearly twice as many as can be properly provided for 
with the present accommodations, and if this defect in the hospital, as 
has been seen above, is positive, it becomes, by comparison in the Idiot 
House, supreme and almost dangerously urgent. The capacity of the 
building should be more than doubled, for it must be borne in mind 
that here the department is compelled to provide for a class of ciiildren 
that usually are not admitted into private institutions, and there is no 
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m to expect any deviation from that steady increase in the number 
unfortunates committed to the institution, as shown by the reports 
past years. 

Medically, there is not much worthy of note in this department. In 
matter, however, of study of the mind, tliere is here an immense 
for research and observation ; but I do not conceive it in keeping 
Ivith the character of this report to enter upon the discussion of any 
|fK6tion8 of this sort. The educational aspects and capabilities of these 
Iqilepties and idiots is another subject of interesting study ; but tliis is 
idiolly disassociated from the medical department. I may venture, 
iioirever, to suggest that it will be impossible to thoroughly test this 
qsestion so long as any of the attendants upon these children arc taken 
fiom the ignorant, vicious, and degraded classes that are committed to 
the work-house. Their influence by example and association is con- 
nstent, and tends largely to counteract the good results derived from 
the teachers and heads of the institution. This remark, too, applies 
with especial significance to the Nursery Department. Here the chil- 
dren SLxe just in that formative stage of mental development in which 
tlie influence of such associations and surroundings cannot but be dis- 
astrous. To rear and educate children wellj there is need for the pos- 
ti€Si&ion and exercise of all the highest and most ennobling qualities 
with which the human race is endowed, and these qualities, as a rule, 
are certainly not to be found in the classes enumerated above. 

In closing, I desire to put on record my appreciation of the skill and 
faithfulness of the various officers with whom my duties have brought 
me into relation. The institution has been especially fortunate in its 
resident medical officers, all of whom have been gentlemen of large 
experience and wide culture, and their devotion to duty has elicited my 
warmest commendation. 

Kespectf nlly submitted, 

E. S. DUNSTEE, 

Visiting Physician. 
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TABLE A, 



pr^ 



SJiowing the Number of Children admitted and deceased from 
Department of the Nursery during the Year 1870. 



From the City 

From the Quarantine 

From the Infant Nursery 

From the Small Boys' Nursery. 
From the Lar^ije Boys' Nursery. 
From the Girls' Nursery 

Total 




TABLE B, 

Showing the Ages of the Children who have been admitted and who 

have died during the Year 1870. 



Between 2 and 3 years 
Between 3 and 4 yeare 
Between 4- and 5 yeara 
Between 5 and years 
Between and 12 years 
Upw^ards of 12 years. . . , 

Total 



616 



ADMtnEn. 


DECS ABED. 


52 


10 


78 


7 


• 70 


8 


54 


3 


804 


10 


58 


1 



38 
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TABLE C, 
Skaioinff the Diseaaea of those who have died during the Yea/r 1870. 

A. In the Koraery Hospital. 

IPlDenmonia 3 

llnbeola 12 

fCbonic Diarrhoea 1 

Borlatiiia 3 

KritonitiB 1 

Cbncram oris 4 

(Edema pnlmonum 1 

PertnfiBiB. 1 

Brigbt's disease 2 

Ibrbns coxarius 2 

llieniDgitiB, acute cerebral 1 

Heart clot 2 

Gmvalsions 1 

Phthisis pulmonalis 1 

Guies of the spine I 

Cyanosis 1 

Cynanche trachealis 1 

Total 38 



B. In the Idiot Asylom. 

• 

Enteric fever 1 

Epilepsy in the enteric fever 1 

Marasmus 1 

Bright's disease 1 



Total 



4 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



'i 



January 1, 1871. 
lion. Ibaao Bell, 

President Department of Public Charities and Correction: 

SiE — I have the honor to submit to the Commissioners the report of 
this department for the year 1870 : 



Ui 



Remaining in hospitals, December 31, 1869 
Admitted during 1870 

Dinoharged during 1870 

Died during 1870 

Remaining in hospitals, December 31, 1870 
Adult domestics. 

Total census 



MALSa 


FEMALR& 


109 
445 


a5 

171 


554 

441 


256 

182 


113 
23 


74 
15 


90 
9 


59 
32 


99 


91 



TOTAL 



194 

615 



810 

m 

"l87 
38 



The mortality shows a slight increased percentage over that of the 
last annual report, attributable to an epidemic of measles which devel- 
oped itself early in the year. 

At the date of my last report, your Honorable Board having placed 
the buildings in as comi)lete order as could be attained, when theirago 
and imperfect construction is considered, all that remains to say is? 
that the hospitals are kept in good condition, requiring the constant 
services of inmate cari)enters, painters, and plasterers. 

The till roofs of the nortli and south hospitals and the house occupied 
by the physicians and Superintendent, which are old and leaky, have 
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I)kq covered with plastic slate cement, which has now been on nearly 
Itear, and has proved a great benefit to the buildings, which were in 
il»d state owing to the worn-out tin. 

The various wards in both hospitals have been thoroughly scraped, 
ildtewashed, and plastered during the year, and all the window-blinds, 
Mhes, doors, locks, floors, etc., put in good condition ; the brick walls 
iriaid, dead house rebuilt, and many other jobs completed by our 
imate mechanics, which need not here be recapitulated. 

A great evil and probable source of disease was the defective drain- 
age of the south hospital, which has been overcome by laying pipe of a 
liiger calibre and building a large cess-pool, which work occupied fully 
I month, but amply repays the labor expended. 

The hospital schools, under the tuition of a teacher detailed from 
tiie nursery school, have proved a success. The children (averaging an 
attendance of fifty-two) evinced great interest in their studies, and have 
node creditable progress. 

Permit me to renew my suggestion that the cemetery on the island 
be inclosed, and some measures taken to beautify the last resting place 
^rf the city's children. 

Miss Byren, the matron, has conducted the operations of her depart- 
ment witii her usual zeal and faithfulness. 

Idiot Asylum. 



Bemaining January 1, 1870. . . 
Admitted for 1870 

DiBcharged 

Died 

Remaining December 31, 1870, 
Adult domestics. 

Total population , 

7 



HALEa 



80 



FEMALEa 



70 
80 


40 
19 




100 
14 


65 
6 


86 
2 


59 
2 


84 
5 


57 

28 



85 



TOTAL. 



116 
40 



165 
20 



145 
4 



141 
33 



174 
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In this department the health of the inmates has been remarkably! 
good, owing in a great measure to the sanitary precautions adopted, 
the children being compelled to take more open air exercise than they ^ 
have previously been accustomed to. In fact, during the pleasant \ 
weather, they live for the most part in the sheds which your Honorable 
Board ordered built in the Spring. 

The condition of the Asylum in point of repairs, etc., is good, and I 
have just completed kalsomining the house, which was all tliat i*emained 
to be done to put the building in excellent order. During the year 
your Honorable Board have had a carpenters' shop built, and the 
necessary tools furnished for the purpose of providing employment for 
those of the pupils who manifested any aptitude for receiving instruc- 
tion in the carpenters' trade, but without any great result, only one 
pupil out of six being considered as competent A class of twenty 
pupils under an attendant have been engaged since August in working 
(jn the farm, weeding, etc., and have been benefited physically by the 
out-door exercise. 

The crowded condition of the Asylum compelled us during the Sum- 
mer, and since, to lodge forty of our pupils in the dormitories of the 
Nursery Department. 

The limited accommodations for oui constantly increasing population 
have induced your Honorable Board to consider the necessity of en- 
larging the Asylum, which addition, 1 trust, will commence as soon as 
possible. 

The matron, Mrs. Herbert, and her attendants, have been assiduous in 
tlie performance of their several duties. 

The physicians, both visiting and resident, have been faithful to the 
sick. The chaplains, Father Chambon and Kev. M. Willett, have 
discharged the duties of their sacred offices with devotion. 

I forward the usual finaticial statement, which shows a decrease in 
the cost of maintenance, compared with the report of 1870. 

The children have again been the recipients of the thoughtful kind- 
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of Mrs. A« H. Gibbons and her friends, whose usual Christmas 
gtfts have been welcomed both by sick and imbecile with joy. 

The pleasant Summer excursions for the idiofcic and convalescents, 
provided by your Honorable Board, the usual Christmas trees laden 
with gifts, your timely feast of ice cream, together with your unvarying 
interest and tender solicitude for the children of this department were 
illuded to in my last report. 

It is with pleasure I record for the past year a continuance of your 
thooghtf ulness and generosity, which has greatly enhanced the comfort 
ind happiness of the children. Your enlightened philanthropy has 
prorided comfortable raiment, a libeml diet, prompt and skilful medi- 
cal attendance ; in short, has secured in a manner that has won the 
commendation of all classes of our citizens, the physical, comfort of 
this unfortunate portion of the helpless dependants upon this branch of 
the city's charities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN M. COMAN, ^ 

Superintendent. 
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LUNATIC ASYLUM, 



REPORT OF RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 



Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

Pvblic Charities and Correction : 

Sir — My Sixth Annual Report as Resident Physician at the New 
York City Lunatic Asylum, is herewith respectfully submitted. 

During the year 1870, seven hundred and eighty patients have been 
admitted, four hundred and fifty-three have been discharged, and one 
hundred and thirty-two have died. The percentage of deaths was seven 
on the 1,890 patients under treatment, or eleven on 1,252, the daily 
average number at the Asylum. Of those who were discharged 212, or 
thirty per cent, on the number admitted entirely recovered, 30 were so 
mach improved as to be considered almost well, 99 were improved and 
112 were unimproved. For the past five years the percentage of cures 
reported has been considerably less than on previous years ; not because 
the probabilities of a cure or of a certain degree of improvement in a 
given case are now less than formerly, but for reasons that will be dis- 
cussed in another connection. 

At the close of this report will be found the usual tables, together 
with many that have not been heretofore published. Tables of statistics 
for the past twenty four years are also inserted. These tables are of 
greater interest even than those for any one year, since they include 
general averages and contain bases of comparison. Points of especial 
interest will be concisely referred to. 
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Since January 1, 1847, there have been admitted to this Asjluini; 
11,141 patients. Of these 4,904 were males, and 6.237 were females; 
that is, 44 per cent, were males, and 56 per cent were females. The 
two sexes have been discliarged in about the same ratio ; the percentage 
of men discharged being 44.082, and the [percentage of women 55.918. 
The death percentage has been for men 26.955 on the number of men 
admitted, and 23.518 on the number of women admitted. 

The following table exhibits the percentage of each sex admitted at 
the different periods of life mentioned, the percentage being estimated 
on the whole number of each sex admitted during the twenty-four years. 



Percentage of Males and Fkmales ADMrrxED at different Periods 

OF Life. 



AGES. 



Under 20 years 

From 20 to 30 years, 

" 30 to 40 ' " 

" 40 to 50 " 

" 50 to 60 " 

" 00 to 70 " 

" 70 to 80 " 



MALES. 


FEUAT.K8. 


5,567 


6,896 


31,766 


34,990 


31,566 


30,345 


18,880 


16,742 


8,156 


6,650 


3,323 


2,740 


510 


976 



It would appear from the above table that the women who bec^inie 
insane in this city are attacked at an earlier age than are the men. 

Of the 11,141 patients admitted, 22.63 per cent, were born in the 
United States, 46.84 in Ireland, 18.44 in Germany, 5 in England, 
1.43 in France, and 5.66 in other countries. 

The greatest number of deaths have occurred during tbe months of 
July and August, and the least number during the winter months. Tlie 
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nnmber of deaths occurring in Angnst havo been 419, while only 
luive occurred in February. 
*l 

^■f ^^ greatest number of admissions have occurred during the eai*ly 
months, especially during the months of May and June. 

The discbarges have been more uniformly flistributed than either the 
iiimissions or the deaths. The discharges havo been least in number 
luing the months of January and February, and rather below the 
irenige during the months of March and April. 

A table denoting the occupation of those admitted in 1870 is given. 
This table is particularly useful in denoting the sphere of life to which 
the patients belonged. When the occupation of females was not dis- 
tinctive of their social position the occupation of the father or husband 
k given instead. 

Of the 4,511 patients who were discharged as recovered, 2,351 were 
cases of acute mania at the time of admission. The simple tenn 
mania as used in the tables is intended to indicate acute mania. 
Many of the cases reported simply as dementia wei*e undoubtedly cases 
of primary dementia. 

Of those who recovered, 2,193 were cured within three months of 
the date of their admission, 3,253 within six months, 4,008 within one 
year, and only 503 at a later period. These facts serve to show the im- 
portance of proper care and treatment at an early stage of the disease. 
Almost all of those who are cured came to the Asylum very soon after 
the commencement of the attack. 

It will be noticed that no less than one hundred and twenty-five Yfev^ 
discharged as improper svhjecta. These cases will be referred to in 
another place. 

An inspection of table twenty will show that the average number of 
patients admitted yearly for the last six years has been 641, while the 
average number for the six years next preceding was only 371. At 
least eighty per cent, of the increase were cases imfavorable for treat- 
ment This fact, together with some others bearing on the percent- 
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u/^ of cunA. mlJl be u(>tl(?^ in auather eauDeetScvi. A coaqpinBoaof 
tfie jjiuiitAT of d«itLfe with tUe \rLole imiulfer im'ier treatment will 
feiiVH-r ita;! . d uri u^ t he j^aiKt few rears i he standard A LeahSi ]ia& been quite 
it« l:j;rfi if u*A lji;rfier thau at auj 4>ther peririd sinoe 1S47. Of 
i-^mrnt all'^'ai>^9(:r ruut^t 1^ iriade i*x the epidemii^ of c^xaJom and fever 

'V\iit \m\ii:\ynX 'ruuj^et!^ of death ^>f the ^.Ss> Trh<» have died daring the 
j/4«*t tw4fijtv-f'^iir veaj> liave been a^ foUowt. viz.: Phthisis PolmoDaliSj 
i'/.i^\ l>iarih</A, ;^'^4: Cholera. 'J'i<; General Paralysis, 2S7; Conges- 
tion of tliij I/raiii, 14^; ]>i>ilep»»ia. 130 : .Vsthenia. or in other words, the 
f(i*ikitrd\ failure of all the physical jjower*, 120 : Exhaustion from Mania, 
VHf ; aii<I 'J'yphomarjju, ^>S. The rernaininjr OC^O died from a variety of 
^/tfier ^'MiiHt>., 'i'ljtit* it a]/{iean« tliat otie fourth <f{ the whole number of 
<i<;alhK liavi; Uf/;ii tliron^li phthinii^. A larjre proportion of the deaths 
from iUfU^i>Xioti of iUa brain were really from epilepsy as a remote 
iinitu*,, Kpil<f|iiiia raiikft high, then, as a cause of death. The number 
of d<;atlib from iliat liojHjIe-w diiicafte, the general paralysis of the in- 
hiiin*^ ItsiU', tilnip \n'A;ti large. 

Of fli<* w\in\i* nutn\fi*r of pationtrf admitted during the past yearonly 
101 wrt'i*. ill a goo/j Hisilij of g(fncral health; 320 were in only a fair 
hfitf<? of h<Mlth, whihi 227 wont de<!i<ledly sick. It thus appears that 
th<* irrtHil iimjorlly of ihr? pati(;nts admitted are suffering under some 
iiiuriif^'i^t ph)'hi<',itl dihahility. 

Of ihn /////'//vv/ A//7////vy/ paticiitH now in the Asylum the prospects 
for r<^<*.ovnry iini <'oiiHi<|(?nj(l good lu only ninety ; sixty are considered 
of douhlfiil progiiosirt, tlmt in, |>roh}ibly less than one half of the sixty 
will receiver; wliilt^ in tlio nMuaining cases the prognosis is decidedly 
hud. I'nihiihly not one [>cr ct^nt. of these unfavorable cases will ever 
nicovor, 

PkU(MCNTAOK of ClRES. 

On rrftM'ring to tlu* tonHolidutod tuhlori for the past twenty-four years, 
it will Ihj nolituMl tlmt thn |>oniontagi^ of cures reix)rted during the past 
live jeai'rt liiw htum (^;>Uiidorul)ly loss than the percentage previously re- 
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Thia fact cannot fail to have excited some inqiiii-y regarding 

that have led to a result apparently so niif^voi-ablc. In this 

loe, as in so many ofliere, the figures alone, given without comment 

[ilanation, fail in expressing the exavt trntb. It will not be difliuult 

that tlie'inore rct«iit results do not differ very materially from 

formerly attained at this Asylum ; or in other ivord^, that tlie pi-ob- 

MS of a cure or of a certain degree of improvement in a given 

ire now about the same as t'aey were when the reported percentage 

were much greater. 

rcvioas to the year 1866, the policy and practice had been to keep 
Bddemble numbers of the insane at the almB-houGes and other institii- 
These vrere for the mOet part chronic and demented patients 
t were supposed to be incurable, but did not require special snper- 
D or restraint Many of them, however, had accossiona of maniacal 
ment, and cells were provided for the seclusion and restraint of 
9 during their periods of temporaiy excitement. From time 
Mtime patients supposed to l>e incurable were transferred from the 
B to the alms-honses, in order to relieve the overcrowded condition 
iCfte former institntion. A very coueiderable proportion of the class 
Vttf p^Bons ordinarily sent to alms-houses and work-houses are of feeble 
id, either from congenital influences, or as a result of old age. or of 
I tin liardehipe and dissipations tliey have undergone. They are often 
I raelaocholic or excitable, and are liable on the occasion nf some slight 
I dEappointmeut or quarrel to break out into a sort of m:inincal fury, 
I dttring which lliey are noisy or violent ; or they may on the other hand 
I become at tlie same time depressed and impulsive, when they are liable 
I to do themselves some personal injury, as by jumping into the river. 
I Theae persons would be considered of unsotmd mind, rather than what 
I is nsnally understood by the stronger term insane ; and yet, they may 
I josdj be consi'lered as actually insane during the peri<Mb referred to. 
] If admitted tuan asylum as patients they soon regain their normal 
condition, and either remain in the institution during the remainder of 
I tJifflr hves, or are after a time discharged simply as improved. The 
prngnosis in these cases is eminently unfavorable. Hence, when ad- 
mitted to asylums for the insane as patients, the percent^c of cures 
and the nnmber of admissions is necessarily diminished. 
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Since the year 1866, the policy has been to send all the insane 
the other institutions to the Lunatic Asylum for care and treat] 
At least the excess of admissions over those previously reoeived 
these sources must be placed on the list of incurables. But again, 
patients of the same class who would have fonnerly been sent tc> 
Alms-house or the Work-house as permanent residents, are now sent di 
rectly from the city to the Lunatic Asylum. 

The average number of admissions for the five years previous to 18( 
was 368, while from the year 1865 to the year 1869, inchisive, di 
average was 628, an increase that certainly very much exceeds the ratio] 
of increase in the general iX)pulation of the city. The excess has beei 
made up in great part from the incurable class mentioned above. 

The average number of cures rej)orted for the former period of five 
years was 156, or 42 per cent, on the average number of admissiouB. 
For the latter period of five yeare the average number of cures reported 
was 189, or only 30 per cent, on the avemge number of admissions. 
Now, if the increase in the population of the city be estimated at 
tioenty per cent, in five yeai-s, the corresponding increase in the number 
oi admissions under the old policy, or 368 increased by twenty per 
cent., would have amounted oulv to 441. The ratio of 189 to 441 is 
forty-two per cent.; that is, after leaving mit of consideration the in- 
curable class that has been received in excess of those received in 
former years, the ratio of cures would seem to be substantially the 
same as it has been for yeai*s past. 

During the year 1865 nearly a hundred patients were temporarily 
transfen-ed to the Alms-house, and then re-admitted as soon as increased 
accommodation liad been j)rovided. This served somewhat to diminish 
the percentage of cures, which for that year amounted to thirty-eight. 

The above discussion shows conclusively that the policy of treating 
all the insane under the care of the Commissioners at the Asylum, has 
been at least an important element in diminishing the percentage of 
cures reported; or, in other words, that the result of treatment when 
compared with the results reported in former years, have been much 
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£avorable than would appear from a simple statement of the per- 
of oures. 

Hds change in policy has, however, without doubt, been also actually 
cial to the interests of the curable class of the insane, as it lias 
the means of throwing an incurable class upon the institution 
rapidly tlian tlie means could be provided for their accommoda- 
The various halls have been greatly overcrowded ; the curable 
has been too closely associated with incurable and demented 
ts, while attendants have greater numbers under their charge than 
could properly attend. The very great preponderance of the 
le class will be more fully appreciated when it is understood 
of the thirteen hundred patients now at the Asylum, the prognosis 
be considered favorable only in the cases of ninety patients; that 
only seven per cent, of the whole number offer a reasonable prospect 
of core. 

In the successful treatment of cases of acute insanity, there are three 
distinct and important indications. The first in order of time and 
importance is the removal of the patient from all disturbing influences. 
The brain is sick ; the tone of the nervous system is below the normal 
itandard ; quietude and rest are absolutely demanded. Hence it is 
usually necessarj' to remove the patient from his home, from the per- 
sons and scenes that are most likely to prove a cause of disturbance, 
ind place him in an institution where especial provision is made to 
ttcnre the desired ends. If a physician be called to treat a serious 
case of dysentery, or of fever, or of fracture, he first enjoins rest of the 
whole person or of the diseased part, and directs that all the surround- 
ings be ordered in accordance with tlie necessities of his patient, tefore 
le calls in to his aid the resourt^es of medicine as properly understood. 
Drugs would be comparatively of little avail if these conditions v/ere 
iH>t complied with. When the regimen of the patient is properly 
«»rdered, nature often effects a cure without the aid of medicine. If 
the 1^ be acutely diseased, it requires rest. So, if the brain be acutely 
diseased, it also requires rest. The second indication is the correction 
fi any fault of the c/>nstitution that can be remedied by the administra- 
tion of medicines. The brain trouble may be entirely local, or it may 
be the resultant of some disease in another part of the system, as for 
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iri^ttance it maj arue from anagmia, or some other blood cUaease; or^ 
f P/rn ptithDtiA i>ulmfmsAhj or from disease of the drcnhitoiy or of te^ 
^landdlar %y^tern. These diseases require preciselj the same treatmflDt 
t(i/;y worild r^intre in persons who are not insane, the only difierenoB 
U;iti;( that in the in^sane thej arc often much more difficult of diagnoflft 
Thr; third indignation for treatment is the provision of appropriate mentfti 
Htimulrifi, wh#^n the more acate stage of the disease has passed away 
The hrain tlion re^jriires to \>e gradually brought back to the perfoni' 
arH;c of its nonnal functions. If an excess of excitability still remaina 
thiM cxcitabih'ty will be diminished by engaging the patient in laboTj 
arri uHcmcn tH, and social intercourse under proper restraints and sale 
guardn. If, on the other hand, there be a conclition of inactivity,! 
Htaf^i of nir>rc or less profound dementia, the same means are t^) be 
actively employed in stimulating the mental powers. 

Thcj firHt of these indications for treatment cannot be properly fd 
fiHed at thiH AHyhim for reasons that have often been stated and sit 
w(;ll tiii(h!rHt(M)d. The second indication, that is medical treatment at 
Htrietly interpreted, or, in other words, the administration of drags 
htinniliintH, and Hpeeial diet, is certainly within the control of the medi 
rn\ HtafT. Miulieal treatment, however, on account of the impossibilitj 
of propwrly fiiHi I ling the other indications, often fails in producing the 
luvonihhi resiiltH that might otherwise be attained. The third indica- 
tion, which Ik alwo a very important adjuvant to successful medical 
treat in(Mit, can he only imperfectly fulfilled. Although constant 
cudcuvoirt ar<^ unide to relieve the en7iHl and amuse the listless enei^cfi 
ol" thoKi^ who have jMissed through the acute stages of insanity, yet the 
HicaiiK at oiir c«)iinnand are inadequate to fully secure the desired ends. 

Indeed, th(» diHiculti(»K in the wav of the successful treatment of the 
inKano arc ho threat in this asvluni as to elicit the foUowino: observation 
fn»ni a indv who, prohahly, is better acquainted with asylum manage* 
mcnt than anv other lu^i-son in this country, viz.: that in view of all the 
circninstanc(»rt of what she had learned from personal observation, sbi 
thonght the pi^vt^ntagt^ of cnrts we have rej>orted for the past fev 
yinii*s gn»Htcr than conld ivasonahly have been anticipated. 

For tlu^ (^xpiVHs purpose of improving the means for treatment an 



109 

rendering the results more favorable, your Honorable Board have 

Ij expended a large sum of money in the construction of an 

bailding on Ward's Island that is admirably adapted to the 

ind treatment of the insane. The results there attained will, un- 

lly, prove that this money has been wisely expended. 

Favorable cases of insanity, that is acute cases unaccompanied with 

physical disease, such as phthisis pulmonalis or structural disease of 

nervous centres, rank among the most curable of acute diseases 

treated at an early day and under the most favorable conditions. 

ly of these eases, however, are rendered incurable by delay and from 

want of these favorable conditions. 

Drs. J. A. Reed, Traill, Green, and John Curran, Commissioners of 
the Hospital for the Insane now in course of construction in the north- 
[ cm district of Pennsylvania, in urging upon the Legislature the im- 
portance of providing for the curative treatment of the insane, offer 
the following arguments in favor of the mere economical advantages to 
be gained from the construction of a first-class hospital : 

"The average duration of life of an insane person, not cured, attacked 
between twenty and thirty years of age is 21.31 years; attacked be- 
tween thirty and forty is 20.04 years ; attacked between forty and fifty 
is 17.65 years ; that is, an insane person, when taken near twenty or 
thirty years old will, if not restored, live on an average 1,118 weeks 
and will cost $3,354: for his support. Those from forty to fifty when 
taken, will live 1,073 weeks and cost $3,219, and those who are from 
forty to fifty when taken will live 717 weeks and cost $2,751." 

"These are debts the people must pay; tliey are debts incurred the 
moment the man becomes insane, and are a mortgage on the public 
property until these jjatients are restored. This, however, is not all the 
aist of insanity neglected and uncured ; the Commonwealth loses the 
service of these men, all that they would have earned during a sane 
life if they were restored." 

" Tlie probable longevity or average time sane men will live after 
twenty or thirty years is 39.12 years; after thirty to forty, 32.76 years ; 
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and after forty to fifty it is 26.06 years. Then the public most 
cm\y pay the cost of supporting an uncured insatie person when 
tween twenty and thirty years for 1,118 weeks, but lose his earnings: 
2,034 weeks." 

From these data the deduction is made that it actually costs the pi 
lie less to furnish the best hospital treatment, including the necessi 
space, generous diet, sufficient attendance, etc., than would the mt 
])rovision of cheap receptacles, with a corresponding diminution 
comforts and attention ; so great would be the diminution in the pefr- 
centage of cures resulting from the latter cause. 

There are a few other points that deserve a passing notice in tlu» 
connection. 

Dr. Isaac Ray, in a paper read before the Association of Superiutea* 
dents of American Institutions for the Insane, says that foreigners who 
become insane in this country are less likely to recover than the native' 
born ; and also that of late the general percentage of recoveries haB 
been in a marked degree less than it was some yeare ago. • 

Until the year 1860 the statistics regarding the condition of patients 
at the time of discharge were not made up at this Asylum until the 
close of the year. Cases that appeared only to have been very con- 
siderably improved at the time of their discharge were often estimated 
as having recovered, from the fact that they did not return during the 
year, or from i)<)sitive information that the improvement had pro- 
gressed to complete recovery. Since 1860 the method has been to give 
a leave of absence, on probation, in all cases of doubtful recovery, un- 
til a limited period of exposure to the trials and vicissitudes of ordi- 
nary life had demonstrated that the recovery was complete, while cases 
the recovery of which was still considered doubtful at the expiration 
of the period of probation, were recorded simply as improved. 

Although it is a well-established principle that patients should not 
be exposed to the trials of an active life until a considerable period of 
time has elapsed since the date of their apparent recovery, yet, owing 
to the greatly overcrowded condition of the institution, patients have 
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late often been discharged before the fact of their complete recov- 
luB been established. 

Again ; each year the nninber of patients admitted is greater than 
[dviog the previous year. Hence it is evident that the results are 
[aiffaya estimated at too large a number of patients, for while those who 
discharged were under treatment the number of admissions has 
less than at the time of their discharge. 

The above-mentioned facts may have had some influence both on the 
peroentage of cures actually made and also on the estimated number of 
6Bch cures. 

It has already been stated, that many of tlie cases admitted are of 
exceedingly unfavorable prognosis at the time of admission. On the 
other hand, many cases are more favorable for treatment than the ma- 
jority of the patients received at tlic asylums, for the reason that they 
are admitted at an earlier stage of the disease. To this fact may be 
attributed the attainment of results as favorable even as have actually 
been obtained. It should be understood, however, that our rates of 
cures for the past few years, even, has been as great as at some of the 
veiy best institutions in this country and abroad. Before any just 
estimate can be made of the efliciency and usefulness of any asylum, 
all tlie facts and circumstances that affect the results must be taken 
into account. 

Impkoper Subjects. 

For many years past the public have been exceedingly sensitive on 
the subject of the detention in asylums of persons who were not really 
insane. Some entertain the opinion that a large number of sane per- 
sons are thus detained. On the other hand, there are medical supenn- 
tendents of asylums who claim that no one who was not really of 
nnsound mind, and a proper subject for asylum treatment, has ever 
been placed under their care. Other superintendents have even 
reported a considerable number of such admissions. At the New York 
State Asylum six persons were admitted during the year 1869 who 
were considered not imane. At this asylum, during the i)ast year 
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no less than fifteen of the admissions liave been considered impi 
subjects ; and since the year 1847 no less than one hnndred and twea\ 
five of the admissions have been considered improper cases for aajrli 
treatment. 

Now this subject is one of no little importance to the public, 
asylums for the insane, and to the medieval practitioners who assist 
procuring the commitments. There is a })opular and very natural drea| ^^ 
of being considered 7ion compos mentis^ for besides tlie fact that 
suspicion of mental weakness is disagreeable in itself, it must be boi 
in mind that positive disabilities also result. Such persons are not 
well trusted, they are not as likely \o be employed as others, they ait 
liable to be deprived of the liberty of managing their own affairs; ani 
furthermore, they are in constant dread, and it may even be said danger 
of being recommitted after they have been discharged ; for it is unfo^ 
tunately the case, that the simple fact of a previous admission is often 
adduced as one of the strongest proofs that a recommitment is neces- 
sary. Those who have never .been inmates of an asylum for the insane 
may also be led to fear that through interested motives, such as a desii-e 
to deprive them of the control of their property, or to be relieved of 
their care or support, they, too, may at some time, be unjustly deprived 
of their pei*sonal liberty, on the plea of insanity. Impn)per subjects 
are an especial source of annoyance at asylums fur the i^isane. From 
the fact that thev have been sent to an asvlum as i/isa/u' on the advice 
and judgment of two respectable practitionei-s of medicine, they cannot 
be properly discharged until a sufficient period has elapsed for close 
observation and a careful studv of their cases. This mav requii-e con- 
siderable time, for the case may be one of recurrent insanity d£ a 
dangerous character that happened to be received during a lucid inter- 
val, it may be a case of partial mania iu the diagnosis of which there 
are espe(!ial difficulties, or the patient may have the shrewdness and 
ability to conceal his delusions for a certain period of time. In the 
meanwhile the person so detained considers himself a prisvmer, and is 
inclined to make complaints in regard to his detention that the final 
decision will show to have been, in point of fact, just. When he is 
finally discthargcd as an improper siibject it is not always easy to con- 
vince non-professional pei*sons that so long a period of time was 
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to decide so simple a question. They do not understand that 
lition of insanity can oftentimes be much more easily and quickly 
lued as such than can a condition of perfect sanity. 

the discharge of an improper mbject^ the physicians through 

agency a commitment was obtained cannot be otherwise tlian 
I J annoyed at such a i*ever8al of their judgment, since it may be 

It to imply a lack of acumen on their part, at least, if it do not 

ly carelessness or inabihty, or the influence of improper motives. 

whole medical profession, indeed, suffers in reputation through the 

mce of such mistakes. 

careful consideration of the question, then, as to how so many im- 
r subjects are admitted to our asylums is of very considerable im- 
ce. It should be understood at the outset that some of these cases 
nt BO many of the symptoms of insanity that general practitioners 
medicine, who oftentimes liave had little opportunity for the study 
mental diseases, can hardly be expected to always make a correct 
oeis. In some cases, indeed, a difference of opinion would be 
ined by experts in insanity. For instance, one asylum superin- 
nt may consider an aged person who has become forgetful, feeble- 
Wnded, and rather irritable, as a case of senile dementia and a proper 
for asylum treatment, while another superintendent would consider 
tie same case as one simply of the childishnessand fecble-mindedness 
'inddent to old age, and that such cases should be cared for at their 
flin homes or at a home for aged persons rather tlian classed among and 
tmA, for as lunatics. So certain cases of imbecility may be reported 
is proper subjects at one asylum and as improper at another. 

After all these doubtful cases are excluded, however, there still 
ranain others that would not be committed to an asylum as insane if 
gmter care and discrimination were exercised on the part of the 
camining physicians. Some of these are cases of the delirium of 
feier, of delirium tremens, of simple imbecility, of senile childish- 
MB, or of the immediate influence of alcohol, of opium, or of some 
o4er drug. In other cases persons of a naturally excitable tem- 
potment become so enraged by ill usage or other exciting causes as for 
i time to present symptoms of maniacal fury that are at first quite 
8 
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likely to mislead an examining physician. These exhibitions of pafluq 
may easily be so excited as to correspond with the occasion of the phg 
sician's visit Or, instead of an exhibition of passion, there may be « 
exhibition of suUenness and an indisposition to converse with the phya 
cian or to treat him with any degree of courtesy ; bat this conduct ma 
arise simply from passionate indignation that a physician should b 
called to see them without their knowledge or consent, or that tfa 
attempt should be made to prove them of unsound mind. In oth^ 
cases the examining physicians may find no evidences of insanity as tU 
result of their personal examinations and observations, and yet the a| 
sertions of friends may be considered such strong evidences of tli 
insanity of the person in question that they consider themselves justififll 
in testifying that, to the best of their knowledge and belief, the persd 
is really insane and requires asylum care and treatment But it shoul 
not be forgotten that some people are inclined to look upon the lunatl 
asylum as a convenient place of discipline, a sort of house of correctio 
for refractory members of their family, or as a screen for misdemean<M 
that deserve the punishment and discipline of a prison. The assertion 
of friends regarding alleged lunatics may be entirely incorrect, or i 
least the truth may be so colored as to convey an untruthful imprei 
sion. 

Again, sometimes it happens that a patient is brought to an asylui 
some days after the commitment was procured, and some cases are n 
lX)i1:ed as not having been examined by the physicians for some tim 
previous to the procuring of the commitment. In either case, a i>atieii 
who was insane at the time the diagnosis was made by the examininj 
physicians, may have entirely recovered previous to admission to a 
asylum. 

Now, can the occurrence of tliese very serious mistakes be avoided 
There is no doubt that they might in a great majority of cases, if & 
amining physicians were more thoroughly impressed with the impo 
tant character of their duties in the examination of supposed lunatic 
and if better methods of conducting these examinations were undei'stoc 
and put in practice. A more critical examination and discussion of tl 
subject may, perhaps, place the matter in a clearer light 
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fenning an opinion r^^arding the eanitr or infianitj of an alleged 
tliere are two distinct sonrceB of infr*nnation on which the phj- 

most depend : first, the assertions of other parties ; and secondlr, 
peisonal examination, and stndj of the case in question. 

aasertiocs of other parties are not evidence at alL Hieir state- 
maj be exa^erated or altogether false. If the aJUlacU of the 
he reqnired in order to obtain a commitment for insanirj. he 
It is i>;»t entitled to consider the mere 4daierM^iiKt of othei? ai^ 
ig the knowledge on whieh he sboiald ba£e his opinion. Tl^ 
reasc^ning aJ•plie^ to each cf the two pLjseiaiis wLo testif r in lijfe 
Xeiiher of tLem can prriperlv fonn Lis own c^iiiion on tl^ in- 
is and f 'ViiJ'd -:f the otLer. In m&di<»le^ cases. pLjsirroaiis 
\wA aU:*w€»i to Irstrr their opiiJois resarding a given caB»e even <n 
t€!?tiiD ajT vf «.ther?, but this teetfmoLT is eTuV>ii€jd in a hr- 
ca^, %iA a -xsij'iiTi' 'idJ i-piuicQ a^rrrjed tLtre^r^. leavjij^ t» 
iinrT the 'j-aerrl-.'- 'if ie cre^ift^IjTT of the teffiniiCAjr a-jo u«?i. 
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are not likely to occasion surprise, and he should first be engaged h 
general conversation, during which his memory, the coherency of hi 
ideas, the relevancy of his replies, and his general bearing and nuumef 
should be carefully noticed. lie should then be engaged in eonversfr 
tion about his family, his friends, and his religious feelings, in order to 
test the state of his affective facidties. Since the existence of delnsio] 
is the most common and univei*sally acknowledged evidence of insanitj;] 
great care should be taken to elicit this evidence, if it exist. If delo»j 
sions have not already been discovered the scope of the converBstic 
should be so extended as to embrace a broad range of snbjecftij 
including business relations ; personal aims, aspirations, and fears; 
such general notions regarding persons and things as may be wit 
the sphere of his intelligence. 

Investigations should be especially made regarding the existenee 
hallucinations of one or more of the senses, and the ability to 
any false impressions that may have been received. It is to be undc 
stood, of course, that the temi delusion is here used in its medical 
not in its ordinary acceptation. 

The knowledge gained by a pci-sonal interview with the patient maj 
now be supplemented l)y such information as can be gained from otbtf I 
parties. A new lleld of iiKpiiry may thus l)e opened, or the resnltsaj 
j)revious investigations conoboiatcd. In one i)articular the testimonfj 
of friends and acqiiaintanees is of especial imi)ortance ; that is, *j 
stating what the former mental status, habits, and actions of the 
hmaticwere; since, if only an impairment of the mental facultieB 
claiined to exist, the ])re?eut must be compared with the former Belt] 
A re-examination of the patient will serve to corroborate, put indonl 
or disprove the tnitlif ulness of the assertions that have been made. 

Tliere is one more check upon the formation of a hasty or inoon^l 
opinion that ought always to ].)e put in requisition ; that is, the writ 
down of all the joints on wliich the diagnosis is based; including boBJ 
the results of pei-sonal examinations, and the facts learned from 
testimony of otliers. The facts Ijelonging to each class should bedi 
tinctly stated by themselves, since the former only can be conaidered' 
within the actual knowledge of the physician. ImpreasionB of gw 
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are often gained from the general appearance, expression, and 
of a patient to which it may be impossible to give a clear ex- 
don in words. Still it is none the less important that the influence 
impressions on the formation of an opinion be distinctly stated, 
ler that, in making up the grand summary, each separate fact 
it be taken at its proper value. 

the methods above indicated were always adopted, it is probable 
the number of improper subjects sent to our asylums for the in- 
woold be exceedingly few. 

I* 

IIThere would be a still further advantage, however, in carefully writ- 
down the facts on which the diagnosis is based. This statement of 
[AetB might be ^ent with the patient to the Asylum, and would be often- 
of great service to the Medical Superintendent during his pre- 
study of the case. In England, as I understand, this is required, 
diKHigh, 'owing to a sort of evasion of the rather loosely worded legal 
OKtment, the reasons dn which the diagnosis is based are oftentimes 
Wf indefinitely stated. 

A single step further and the method would be complete. If, in 
iHition to the reasons on which the diagnosis was based, a statement 
lb of the causes of the insanity were sent to tha Medical Superinten- 
dait, he would then be in possession of all the facts necessary to the 
iiteUigent treatment of the case, but through the lack of wliicli, much 
nihiable time is often lost. lie would then, in fact, have a complete 
oedical history of his patient; of hereditary tendencies, of previous 
tticks, of physical disabilities and diseases, of his normal mental status, 
olthe mental causes of his insanity, and finally of the symptoms of the 
Aiease as elucidated by the investigations of the medical attendants. 

It is well understood that many obstacles will be found in the way of 
Bniformly following the methods above indicated; yet it will un- 
doubtedly be conceded that better results would follow if such methods 
wwe adhered to as closely as varying circiunstances will permit. 
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CONSTTLTING BoARD, i 



Physicians in private practice, even those of the greatest experienoi| 
often ask for a consultation in cases of extraordinary difficulty or olj 
scurity. This they do for two reasons ; on the one liand that they thenf 
selves may be to a certa.in extent relieved of the responsibility an| 
anxiety incident to the treatment of grave and difficult cases of disease: 
and on the other, in order that tlieir patients may enjoy tlio benefit ol 
the very best advice and treatment. 

Even when the attending physician has done every thing for hii 
patient that could be accomplished by the combined knowledge and skill 
of the medical profession, the patient, or his friends, or even the physi- 
cian himself may not feel satisfied that the known resources of medicine 
have already been exhausted. In such cases the adN^ee of a consulting 
physician is often desirable, for the sake of putting groundless doubte 
at rest. But it is not often any one physician, however learned or skil- 
ful he may be, possesses all tlie knowledge that might be of avail in a 
single obscure case of disease. It is much less likely, indeed it is im- 
possible, that any one physician should be thoroughly versed in all that 
pertains to the whole science of medicine and surgery. Ilence one 
physician gives especial study and attention to diseases of the chest, 
another to diseases of the eye, another to diseases of tlie nervous system, 
and so of other diseases. The general i)ractitioner finds it of especial 
a<lvantage to call in tlic assistance of these experts, these specialists in 
particular departments, whenever he needs the advice of a consult in <i 
pliysician ; for he thus avails himself of the highest knowledge and 
skill that can be obtained. So also an expert in a particular class ol 
diseases, as of the chest, is no less anxious than the general practitiouei 
to call in the services of an expert in another department, as in a case 
of surgical disease for instance, whenever occasion requires. 

IS'ow it is expected of the medical superintendent of an asylum foi 
the insane that he be thoroughly informed and skilled in all thai 
pertains to the so-called mental diseases ; that he be an authority in the 
diagnosis and in the medical jurisprudence of insanity; that he be 
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led in the management, in the moral, and in the medical treatment 

[the insane ; in fine, that he be an expert in his own particular de- 

mt of medicine. But it cannot be expected that he be also an 

in all the other branches of medicine. Now his patients are 

}\e to all the diseases that attack persons who are not insane. Hence, 

any other practitioner, he may need advice and assistance in a 

, jult case of surgery, of labor, of a disease of the eye, or of some 

llher disease. 

But other diseases may have also an immediate and important rela- 
foQ to the insanity itself. For instance, cases of puerperal mania are 
ttsed by some i)eculiar condition of the procreative system. Dr. T. 
fi. Thomas has observed that females affected by pelvic peritonitis are 
fKuliarly liable to become insane, and thinks that the peritonitis holds 
ie relation of cause to the insanity. Other diseases of the sexual 
<l^ans in women are known to be efficient causes of insanity. In all 
Aese cases the assistance of an expeii; in the diseases of women in 
■iking a diagnosis, and his advice in directing the treatment might 
b of very great advantage to the Medical Superintendent and to his 
ptients. Again, the insane are particularly liable to have phthisis 
pdmoualis. The disease may supervene at any time during the course 
of the attack of insanity, or it may precede the insanity, holding the 
relation of a cause. But oftentimes the insane do not manifest what 
are termed the rational ai^na of the disease. They may even die of 
phthisis pulmonalis without ever having an expectoration or even a 
otmgh. To be of avail the diagnosis should be made at the earliest 
pofisible date ; that is, when the difficulties in the way of making a cor- 
rect diagnosis are greatest. In some of these cases the assistance of an 
expert in physical diagnosis would be of great advantage. Injuries to 
the head that may act as causes or as complications in cases of epileptic 
orof some other form of insanity may call for surgical advice and inter- 
ference. Diseases of the eye or of the ear may give rise to peculiar sen- 
sations that in turn act as exciting causes of insanity. The diagnosis and 
treatment of these diseases may be sufficiently obscure and difficult to 
tax the abilities of a skilled ophthalmologist. The condition of the 
blood-vessels of the retina holds a certain relation to the condition of 
the blood-vessels in the brain, and the condition of the optic nerve where 
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it enters the eye holds a certain relation to that of the oerebr^ 
nerve tissue in certain cases. Dr. John P. Gray, the Medical Snpei4 
intendent of the N. Y. State Lunatic Asyhim, says, in his last repoily 
that he " anticipates vahiable results in diagnosis and prognoBis fron^ 
ophthalmoscopic investigations." But examinations with the ophthalmo-; 
SCJ01X3, to be of real scientific value in investigations involved in so mnch. ^ 
difficulty, should be made by those who are especially skilled in the usaNJ 
of the instrument, and who are thoroughly acquainted with all the? 
pathological conditions to which the vessels and nerves of the eye are ■ 
subject. But tliis knowledge and skill require great experience and. 
constant practice, such as are enjoyed only by those who make the eye : 
and its diseases an especial study. Again, our knowledge of the 
pathological condition of the brain in insanity is yet in its infancy. It 
is true that, on making a iK)st-mortem examination, we usually, if not 
always, find some pathological condition.; but yet in very many cases 
we (jannot predict with any degree of certainty what the lesion is. That 
is, we very imperfectly understand the I'elation that exists between the 
symptoms manifested during life and the lesions that are found after 
deatli. This is because we do not really know what the fundamental, 
the essential brain disease is; for since like causes always produce like 
results, the mental and physical symptoms that are manifested should 
point out to us the cerebral lesion that holds the relation of an imme- 
diate cause. Diseases of other origans act as more remote causes of in- 
canity, but an intimate knowledge of their nature is no less important 
than a knowledge of the cerebral lesions ; for the former are often the 
causes that lie most within tlie reach of an art, and their removal often- 
times suffices for die cure of the cerebral disease. As an aid in the 
prosecution of these pathological and microscopical studies, the assist- 
ance of a first-class pathologist and microscopist is indispensable to the 
highest success ; for no other field of medical research is more difficult, 
or requires greater aptitude, skill, and experience. 

For the reasons above mentioned it seems highly desirable that a 
Consulting Board of Specialists in the different departments of medi- 
cine should be appointed to this Asylum, who would severally visit the 
institution at stated intervals, and also when required by extraordinary 
exigencies, for the purpose of rendering their aid and advice to the 
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Superintendent in cases of unnsual difiiculty or obscurity. 

are physicians in the city who are fully competent to undertake 

duties, and who, I Lave reason to know, would willingly accept 

positions if offered them. Hence, I would respectfully recommend 

Aere be created as an adjunct to the Medical Staff of this Asylum 

raiting Board to be made up of one or more Specialists in Sur- 

r, in Physical Diagnosis and General Therapeutics, in Gynecology, 

^Ophthalmology, and in Microscopy and Pathological Anatomy. 

'Other advantages would also arise from the appointment of a Con- 
liiting Board. The members would soon become intimately acquainted 
iUk the institution, its management, and its necessities. In case of 
tether epidemic of Cholera or of Fever they would be in readiness to 
^ their advice and assistaucc ; they would be disinterested and com- 
|rtent judges regarding measures the Medical Superintendent might 
ll desirous of adopting, but which might be of such importance as to 
Imand a grave consideration ; they would inspire public confidence in 
Ike medical management of the institution. And, in case a question 
Aoold arise in regard to the efficiency or abilitj'^ of any member or 
annbers of the resident Medical Staff, they would also be comi>etent 
ad disinterested judges, both of what was actually done and of what 
might reasonably be expected. 

It is well understood that a similar scheme was advocated in a neigh- 
bwing State, and was strongly opposed by the superintendents of the 
State asylums through fear that those who were likely to be appointed 
IB consulting physicians, might care more for their personal interests 
Hid predilections tlian for tlie good of the asylum, and thus prove to 
be elements of trouble and discord rather than aids. It nmst be ac- 
knowledged that such results might happen. If, however, the Medical 
Sttperintendent were to have a voice regarding the appointment of the 
CoDBulting Board, as the power of nomination for instance, in the same 
^J as physicians in private practice usually suggest the names of the 
I^iysicians to be associated with them in consultation, even this objection 
would entirely disappear ; for the Medical Superintendent would be 
deeply interested in selecting men of the best ability, and such as would 
bo most likely to harmonize mth each other and with himself. 
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Filthy Cases. 

Within the past few months especial provision has been made for 
better care of the most untidy, filthy, and demented class of male 
tients, and the result has demonstrated the wisdom of the extra e] 
diture required. In a single hall no less than forty of these patieni 
soiled their beds almost every night, and their condition was hardlj 
better by day. They were not cared for by a sufficient number of ac-JK" 
tive, devoted attendants. JElecently the number of attendants has beea^' 
doubled, and a night attendant has been provided for these cases. St 
They are now taken to tlie water-closet repeatedly during the day ; they C 
are taught to keep their clothing in a more tidy condition, and at night ^ 
they are taken to the water-closet at sufficiently frequent int-ervals. f 
Whenever their clothing or bedding becomes soiled a change is imme- 
diately made, and clean clothes and bedding substituted. By this means 
the patients are not only rendered more comfortable and presentable, 
but their habits are also greatly improved. The number of beds soiled 
each night has already been diminished to one fourth of the number 
formerly soiled. 

Work-house women, especially detailed for this purpose by the War- 
den, have performed the duties of night attendants at oue of the pa- 
vilions, which is occupied by many of tlie untidy female patients and 
with a similar result. 

After the acute stages of insanity have passed patients are liable to 
fall into a listless, apathetic state. At this time almost as much as 
during the acute stages they need the care of a sufficient number of 
conscientious, devoted attendants. The attention needs to be aroused, 
the intellectual faculties j)ro])erly occupied and stimulated, and jiabits 
of industry and neatness inculcated if habits of indolence and careless- 
ness have been acquired. In cases that are still curable these attentions 
may assume a favomble result that otherwise would not be attained. 
The condition of patients who never recover may, during the transition 
period between the acute and chronic stages of insanity, bo so improved 
as to render them comparatively useful and happy for the remainder of 
their lives ; whereas, if neglected at this critical period, they are liable 
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faQ into a state of hopeless fatuity, their intelligence becoming more 
more clouded, their sentiments of self respect gradually lost, and 
nr habits untidy and filthy to the last degree. Those even who by 
fleet have become thus degraded may oftentimes bo greatly im- 
under the influence of proper training and example. As im- 
[ peQes — that is those whose brains are originally defective or are from 
kme cause arrested in development — are often susceptible of a con- 
iderable degree of cultivation ; so also the demented, or, in otlier 
%DrdB, those whose brains have been impaired by disease and inactivity, 
Biy oftentimes be so improved as to render their condition one of com- 
firative usefulness, comfort, and even happiness. 



Amusements. 

Each year some progress is made in devising and furnishing such 
amusements and recreations as are thought likely to be of most advantage 
to our patients. The standard amusements have at the same time been 
provided as usual. 

As the most important of these must be ranked the gymnastic exer- 
cises ; not so much because they give greater pleasure than many others, 
•B because they are more usefitl, on account of the number of patients 
who can participate, on account of their frequency and regularity, and 
of their especial adaptation to increase the tone and vigor of the physi- 
cal sj'Stem. In some respects these exercises may be considered as 
among the duties, rather than the recreations. They are prescribed for, 
and enjoined upon such patients as are thought most likely to be bene- 
fited by them. 

During nearly the whole of the last Winter, one evening each week 
was employed in teaching music to such patients as had already made 
some proficiency in singing. Throughout the year, with the exception 
of a few weeks during the heat of Summer, one evening of each week 
has been devoted to dancing. The gJ^nnasium has been used for this 
purpose, and ns many patients have attended as could be accommodated. 
On holiday occasions one of the paNdlions has been vacated and devoted 
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to the purposes of a dancing hall for the benefit of all the patients wl 
were fitted to attend. On such occasions one of these lai^ building^ 
has always been filled to overflowing. Concerts of vocal and Inst 
mental music have been given from time to time, and dui'ing the coldi 
portion of the year the magic lantern exhibitions have been coutinaedj 
with great regularity. Many of tlio pictures now exhibited by the 
stereopticon are of such superior excellence tiiat they afford both pleas-| 
ure and instruction to those who are well acquainted with the best! 
works of art. They are viewed with unabated interest whenever they! 
are exhibited. Many of the patients are allowed to draw books from 
the libraries, which are very well supplied with books through the kind- 
ness and generosity of friends of tlie institution. Newspapers and 
periodicals are also furnished in limited numbers. An exhibition of 
ventriloquism, mimicry, and the impersonation of a variety of charac- 
ters was given by Mr. Albert Jones. Various games are also played, 
especially by the male patients. Much more, however, would bo done 
in the way of furnishing amusements, and many more patients would 
be able to enjoy and participate in them, if a suitable hall with the 
necessary conveniencies were at our command. 

The manufacture and sale of articles for the benefit of the amuse- 
ment fund was continued until the Autumn. A much smaller number 
of articles were manufactured, however, and the income from this 
source was correspondingly less than during the year previous, for the 
reason that the female patients had been more steadily employed in 
making articles for use in this and other institutions. Hence, it was 
thought best to stop the sale of fancy articles, and an appropriation of 
two hundred dollars was made by the Board of Commissioners as an 
amusement fund, to be expended at the discretion of the Resident 
Physician. 

The following is an account of the moneys received from the sales 
above mentioned, and expended for purposes of amusement. 
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AMUSEMENT FUND. 



1870. 



teazy 1 



14 

(i 
II 
11 



Db. 



iibniazy 



Inch 



u 



¥i 



To balance on hand. , 

23 By copper for oxygfen retort , 

23 By grinding glass for kaleidescope , 

28'By American tune books 

28 'By fares for messenger for glass, etc 

5 By fares for messenger for pictures 

5 By magic lantern slides (McAllister) 

5 'By glass for kaleidoscopes. 

25 By pasteboards for kaleidescopes. 

25 By fancy paper 

25 By magic lantern views (Anthony) 

25 By fare of mc&Henger for views 

11 By musiCf Mendelsohn^s concerts 

11 By Shakspeare 

11 By material for repairing books. 

11 By repair of magic lantern. 

8 By four magic lantern slides (McAllister) .... 

13 By ten magic lantern slides (McAllister) 

23 By fee to Albert Jones (ventriloquist) 

23 By fare of messenger for slides 

1 By violin strings 

1 ,By cash for musician (piano) 

1 By cash for musician (violin) 

1 By bill of December 30, 1809, (knitting-cot- 
I ton) 

1 By embroidery patterns and working-cotton. . 

1 By piano cover 

1 By knitting-cotton 

2 By knitting-cotton 

" 2 By musicians for dance in P. B 

!^*«nber29 To cash from Mrs. Goodwin 

10 By cash to musicians for dance 

10 By musicians (two evenings) 

10 By arranging music 

10 By violin stnngs 



$00 90 



u 

41 



*f^ 



^Q8t 



II 
»i 
ii 



100 00 



$190 99 



Cr. 



$2 85 

3 25 

4 52 
56 
25 

5 50 
5 00 
2 75 

1 30 
20 00 

24 

2 10 
50 

1 50 

1 00 

11 50 

2? 50 

10 00 

Go 

1 00 
10 00 

5 00 

4 36 
10 40. 
30 00 

1 58 

2 88 
10 00 



2 00 


4 00 


5 00 


3 80 



$190 99 



As usnal, many of the patients have been employed in manual labor. 
*^ men have been employed in the garden, the kitchen, and in other 
■fcotB. With better facilities, however, much more might have l)een 
4»ie with advantage to the male patients. The women have been em- 
I%ed in the ordinary household duties and in making and repairing 
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articles of wearing apparel and bedding, Buch as dresses, 
sheets, bed-ticks, pantaloons, coats, etc. The number of articles 
factured was 13,031, and the number repaired was 3,787. 
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Donations, Era 

The following donations are thankfully acknowledged in behalf 
our patients : 

The finn of Harper and Brothers generously donated nearly 
dozen well selected volumes for the library, together with a 
bundle of magazines and illustrated papers. Mr. Bonner sends a copy 
of the " Ledger " regularly for the use of the patients. Through thejj 
courtesy of Mr. Geo. Kellock, two copies of the " New Yorker Staats- 
zeitung " are daily received, and also other papers from time to time. 
A copy of the "New York Observer" is regularly received from the 
publishers. Ilalf a dozen bound volumes were donated to the library by 
Capt. Wiese. Tliere have been received througli the Eev. Edward Cow- 
ley, " The American Messenger," " Child's Paper," " Banner and Tract 
Journal," " The Church Journal," prayer books from the New York 
Prayer Book Society, books to the amount of thirty dollars from the 
Society for the Promotion of Eeligioii and Learning, also a suit of 
clothes from Mrs. T. M. Peters for a patient ; through Mi's. George 
Doyle, of Williamsburgh, donations of periodicals. Seeds, etc., have 
been received from the following sources, viz. : from the Right Rev. 
Llonitio Potter; General Protestant Episcopal Union and Church Book 
Society ; the Episcopal Tract and Prayer Book Society ; the American 
Tract Society ; editors of the Carrier Dove; Mr. Tliorburn; Carter & 
Brothers ; Mr. Fitzpatrick ; Messrs. Chambers and Robinson ; the 
Farmers' Club; Mrs. Finch; Mi-s. Dougherty; W. Randolph; Mrs. 
Baker; the Agricultural Society; Mrs. Abadey's School; Mi-s. Mc- 
Cune ; Mi-s. Brooks ; Charles Scril>ner & Co. ; Mi-s. Humphreys; Clu-ist 
Church, Brooklyn ; Mr. Henry Barnes ; Mrs. Longworth ; Mrs. Mc- 
Farland; Mrs. Darby ; Mrs. Brooks; Mr. Darby; Myers & Gerkin ; 
Mr. Tietjen ; Young & Elliott ; Wilson & Brothere ; Mr. and Mi-s. and 
Eva Storms ; Mrs. Brackett; Miss Mary Brackett; Mrs. Suddington ; 
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Mason ; Mr. Williams ; Mrs. Bance ; Mr. Tupper ; Win. Hayes ; 
Brown ; Mrs. Bunco ; Mrs. Bell ; Mr. Brown ; James Miller ; E. 
IDatton & Co. ; Broughton & Wyman ; Charles D. Bolen ; Mr. Mc- 
le ; the Child's Paper ; and the American Sunday School Union. 

\We are also indebted to Thomas II. Mc ALUister, and to 11. B. Anthony 
iOo., for the loan of views for the stereopticon as often as desired. 

^Ilirough the kindness and influence of Mr. Bleecker, Mr. Greenleaf 
Capt. Todd, professional and amateur singers, have on many oc- 
[fBons discoursed sweet music to our patients. 

: There have been a number of changes in the corps of attendants 
iviDg the past year. As might be expected, some who undertake the 
4ties and responsibilities of caring for the insane are found, after a 
tU, to have mistaken their calling. If they have performed their 
Ues to the best of their abilities no disgrace attends their discharge 
km the service. They may, and it is hoped will, do well in another 
ad perhaps higher sphere of usefulness. Those, however, who wilfully 
aeglect or abuse the unfortunate patients placed in their charge are de- 
g only of disgrace and reprobation. 



The great majority of the attendants have performed their duties 
"■dl, and deserve the highest commendations of the friends of the 
pitients and of the officers of the institution. 

Of the officers of the Asylum no mention need be made, for it is well 
boown to the raeml^ers of your Honorable Board how efficiently they 
have performed their several duties. 

I>r. Theodore II. Kellogg still performs the duties of Senior Assistant 
Physician and those of Acting Resident Physician, when occasion re- 
hires, with marked al)ility and efficiency. Drs. AVilliam N. Guernsey 
and J. C. Ilalleck, Assistant Physicians, resigned at the expiration of 
their regular term of service in March, and the vacancies thus made 
were filled by the appointment of Drs. William II. McDonald and 
Tillie A. Martin. 

To the Medical Assistants I take occasion to express my especial 
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indebtedness for the zeal and fidelity with which they have perfomiA 
their several duties. ^ 

With the hope that the management of the Asylum during the 
year has gained the approval of the members of your Honoral 
Board, 

I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 



R L. PARSONS, 

Eeddent Physidan. 



January 1, 1871. 



TABLE I. 



Admissions, Disc/iarr/es, and Deatlts daring the Year 1870. 



Admitted during the year 1870 
Discharged, cxired 

** mach improved. . . 

** improved. 

" unimproved 

Died 



MALEa 


FEMALES. 


297 


411 


95 


117 


15 


15 


40 


59 


48 


64 


59 


73 



TOTAIi. 



708 
212 
30 
09 
112 
133 



129 



TABLE IL 



of Pationts January 1, 1847. . 
smce, to December 31, 1870. 

I 

u ; 

inir in Asylum, December 31, 1870 
nmnber of Patients in 24 years 



MALE& 



FE3CALB& 



160 

4,004 
3,233 
1,365 



460 



5,064 



TOTAU 



223 
6,237 
4,101 
1,520 



839 



6,460 



383 

11,141 

7,334 

2,885 



1,305 



11,524 



TABLE III 

l§a at the time of Admisaioti of Patiefda admitted to the New York 

Lunatic Asylum,, 



lier 20 years. 

on 20 to 30 years. . 

* 30 to 40 years. . 

* 40 to 50 years. . 

* 60 to 60 years. . 
' 60 to 70 years. . 
' 70 to 80 years. . 

* 80 to 90 years. . 
' 90 to 100 years. 
Jmown. 



During the Yeab 1870. 



Males. 



13 
98 
84 
68 
22 
8 
3 



1 



297 



SmcB 1847, iNCLUSiVB. 



Females. 


Total 


1 
Males. 


25 


38 


273 


139 


237 


1,524 


139 


223 


1,548 


62 


130 


926 


28 


50 


400 


10 


18 


163 


2 


5 


25 


2 


2 


1 


1 


1 




3 


4 


44 

1 



Females. 



411 



708 



4,904 



430 

2,176 

1,893 

1,044 

412 

171 

62 

11 

8 

85 

6,237 



Total 



703 

3,700 

3,441 

1,970 

812 

834 

87 

12 

8 

79 

11,141 



9 
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TABLE IV. 



Nativities of Patients admitted to the New York City Lu% 

Asylum. 



During thk Yeab 1870. 


Since 
Inclui 


NATIYITIEa 


Malea 


Females. 


TotaL 


Mai 
andFei 


United States 


77 

95 

72 

15 

2 

1 

5 

10 

2 


74 
225 

80 

14 

4 


151 

320 

152 

29 

6 

1 

10 
13 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 




Ireland 




G^ermany 




Enerland .... 




OftTiA^a. ........................... 




Other British Provinces 




Scotland ^. . 


5 
3 




France 




Sweden 




Norway 


1 

i*" 

1 




Denmark 


1 
1 
1 
2 

1 3 

1 




HoUand 




Belgium 




Spain 




Italy 






Austria 






Switzerland 


2 

1 




Wales 


1 

1 
3 
1 

1 
1 
1 




Poland 




West Indies 






Kussia 






Isle of Malta 






China 






Portugal 






Huntrary 






Bohemia 










Turkey 










East Indies 










ChiU 










Mexico 




















Buenos Ayres 




















Columbia 




• ••• 






At Sea 










Unknown. 




















Total 


297 


411 


708 


] 
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TABLE V. 



Occupation of Patients admitted in the Year 1870. 



wife .... 
dAOghters 



Iler 



wives . . . 
daughter 

ithB 

iths' wives 
iths' daughters 

a wife 

A daughter 

sr 

I'pers 
ider 

iker's wife 
Ider 



taker 

.rd's daughter 

ied forward. . 









CO 




H 


oS 


*^ 


H 


< 


Hi 


s 


< 


H 


S 


(M 



4 

H 
O 
H 




3 
1 
2 
3 
1 
6 
8 
1 
8 
6 
3 
6 



I! 



a 

6 
2 
3 
1 
4 
1 
12 
5 
3 
21. 

i:! 

1 ,! 



l:JG 



Brought forward. . . . 

Coachmen. 

Coachman^B wife 

Coaohmens' daughters. .. 

Clothier's wife 

Confectioners 

Confectioner's daughter. 

Contractor 

Contractors' daughters . . 

Carmen 

Carman^ s daughter 

Cattle dealer's daughter . , 

Circus clown 

Distillers' wives 

Drivers' wives. 

Domestics. . '. 

Dressmaker 

Engravers 

Engineer 

Engineers' wives 

Farmers 

Farmers' wives 

Farmers' daughters 

Foundr jTuen 

Foundryman'swife 

Fireman 

Fireman's wife 

Frame-maker 

Fisherman's daughter. . . . 
Gardeners' daughters . . . . 

Grocer 

Glazier 

Glass-cutter's daughter.. 

Grain-measurer 

Hotel-keepers 

Hotel -keepers' wives . . . . 
Hotel-keeper's daughter. 

Hatters' wives 

Hod-carrier 

Hod-carrier's wife 

Hod-carrier's daughter.. 
Harness-makers' wives. . . 

Hostler 

Hostler's wives 

Housekeepers 





otS 




% 






< 




a 


fH 



76 
2 



2 
1 



9 



2 



1 
1 



1 
2 



50 



1 
2 

1 



1 
2* 



1 
1 



2 

3 

52 

1 



•> 



8 
35 



1 

i' 



1 
2 



2 
1 
3 



1 
1 
2 



3 
10 



8 
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2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
8 

52 
1 
2 
1 
2 
9 
8 

85 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 

10 



i 



Carried forward. i 107 J 191 i 288 






Idlwivn' duiKhtcn . 

Lunirihutirinui'* wifv 

l,«-k"»mith.V!""."" 

l.l>iuor ilv;tIi'T 

Uwhuir 

M.v!i.nu-» wif.- 



ws 


Draught formrd 


Ml 




































BmHart 7 


7 


















































» 










s 






^iklixm-lcMpeT's dangbtor 






1 


^h'rrkcm-.'n wim. 


;i 








s 






Siirrt«a:tf* wiff 
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TABLE VI. 

\Oml Condition of Patiefita admitted to the New York City 

LuTiatio Asylum. 



DUBDfO THE YEAB 1870. 



Civil Condition. 



Inied 



e 



fidowed. 



rak&own 



Total 



Males. Females. 



128 
146 



16 



297 



192 

156 

47 

16 



411 



Total 



320 

302 

54 

32 



708 



Since 1847 Inclusive. 



Total. 



Males. 


Females 


2,068 


2,798 


2,524 


2,613 


177 


690 


135 


136 


4,904 


6,237 



4,866 

5,137 

867 

271 



11,141 



TABLE VII. 
Form of the Insanity of Patients admitted during the Year 1870. 





MALEa 


FEMALEa 


TOTAU 


Imia . 


122 
19 

7 


181 

28 

11 

11 

5 

11 

1 

4 


303 


Chronic 


47 


" Partial 


18 


*' Puerperal 


11 


'* a Potu '. 


16 
6 

1 


21 


*' Epileptic 


17 


" Reciirrens 


• 2 


rphomania. 


4 


DAomania 


1 
60 


1 


Blancholia 


ioi' 

2 
4 


161 


' * Chronic 


2 


'* Puerjieral 




4 


' * Reciirrens 


1 
2o 
7 
4 
2 
16 
3 
7 


1 


amentia 


28** 

3 
10 

1 
2 


53 


Epileptic 


10 


'* S«'nile 


14 


*' Primary 


3 


Tieral Paral vsLs 


18 


ibccilitv 


3 


iproper subjects 


8 


15 






Total 


297 

1 


411 


708 
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TABLE VIII. 



Number of Attacks of Patients admitted during the Year 18 





MALES. 


FEMALE& 


TOT 


First attack 


185 

39 

6 

3 

2 

• • ■ • 

1 

1 

2 

58 


238 

64 

16 

5 

2 

1 

• • • • 

1 

4 

80 




Second attack 




Third attack 




Fourth attack 




Fifth attack. 




Sixth attack 




Seventh aHack 




Eitrhth attack 




Several attacks 




TTnknnwn att^j^^kff r - , ... r ..... r ,. t 








Total 


297 


411 









TABLE IX. 



Number of Admissions of Patients during the Year 1870. 





MALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOT 


First admission 


238 

36 

9 

4 

5 

• • • • 

1 

1 
1 

2 


313 

61 

14 

11 

4 

1 
1 

• • • • 

2 
4 




Recond admission 




Third admission 




Fourth admission 




Fifth admission 




Sixth admission. 




Seventh admission 




Ninth admission 




Several admissions 




Unknown admissions 








Total 


297 


411 
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TABLE X 

of Attack at the time of Admission of Patients admitted 

during the Yea/r 1870. 



Im than one week. . 
Im than one month. 



one month to two months. 



** two months to three months. 



three 
fonr 



tt 



(( 



" five " 



fonr 
five 



SIX 



(( 



(( 



(i 



t( 



u 



one year, 
one year to two years. . . . 
two years to three years, 
three ** four ** 



u 



fonr 



" five 



ii 



SIX 



(( 



(( 



(( 



five 



SIX 



seven 



t( 



t( 



u 



" seven '* eight ** 



" eight " 



« nine " 



nine ** 
ten *' 



" ten 
Sereral years 
Ufetime . . . . 
Unknown . . . 



(( 



twenty 



(t 



MALES. FEJCAIiEa 



18 

54 
80 
10 



9 
8 
14 
21 
7 
8 



2 

3 

1 

101 

297 



12 

68 

43 

19 

14 

10 

15 

19 

26 

13 

6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

7 

143, 
411 



TOTAL. 



25 

122 

73 

29 

21 

19 

23 

33 

47 

20 

9 

7 

6 

5 

4 

1 

4 

5 

10 

1 

244 

708 
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TABLE XL 

Term of Residence in the United States of Patients admitted in 

Year 1870. 



Less than three moiith& , 

From three months to six months. 

six " one year. . . 

one year to two years. 

two years to three year& . 



three 

four 

five 

ten 

twenty 

thirty 

forty 

Lifetime 

Unknown . . . . 






four 

five 

ten 

twenty 

thirty 

forty 

fifty 






MALB& 



3 
8 

8 
9 

7 

6 

18 

89 

84 
21 
7 
2 
77 
23 



297 



FEHALSa 



1 

3 

8 

6 

2 

9 

16 

48 

130 

47 

9 

8 

74 

CO 



411 



TOTAL. 



708 



TABLE XII. 

Profession of Peligion of Patients admitted to tJie New York City 

Lxmatic Asylum, 



During the Year 1870. 


Since 1847, 
Inclusive. 


Religion. 


Males. 


Females. 


Totrfvl 


Males 
and Females. 


Catholic 


142 
98 
10 

1 
51 


248 

117 

19 


300 

210 

29 

1 
78 


5,844 


Protestant 


4.580 


Hebrew 


309 


Heathen 


4 


TJnkinowP ^ ■, 


27 


344 






Total 


297 


411 


708 


11,141 
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TABLE Xm. 



Education of Patients admitted during the Year 1870. 



EDUCATION. 

m, good. 

common , 

fair , 

very little , 

reading and writing. . . 

reading only. , 

none 

'otal 



MALE& 


FEMALES. 


22 


13 


4 


4 


3 


9 


3 


10 


179 


210 


10 


19 


76 


146 


297 


411 



TOT 



TABLE XIV. 



^ Condition of Patients ai/nitted durinj the Year 18 



CONDITION. 



• •••ti 



MALES. 


FEMALES. 


66 


95 


150 


170 


81 


146 


297 


411 
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TABLE XV. 



Habits of Patients admitted during the Year 1870. 



HABIT. 



Temperate . 
Intemperate 
Unknown. . . 

Total 



MALE& 


FEHALRa 


104 
113 

20 


200 
83 
88 


297 


411 



TOTAL. 



IOCS 



709 



TABLE XVI. 



ColoT of the Hair of Patients admitted during the Year 1870 



COLOK. 


MALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 


Brown 


120 

10 

9 

5 

13 

34 

40 

8 

5 

1 

9 

4 

2 

30 


189 
20 

17 

17 

17 

37 

53 



5 

1 

2o 

5 

11 



1 


309 


Dark brown. . . . • 


30 


Li^ht " 


26 


Auburn. 


22 


Brown and inray 


30 


Black 


71 


Dark 


93 


Dark and gpray 


14 


Sandy 


10 


Flaxen 


2 


Gray 


34 


Red 


9 


Dark cxay 


13 


Light 


30 


Light gray 


1 


Red and gray 


1 


1 


Bald 


1 


1 








Total 


297 


411 


708 
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TABLE XVII. 



Color of the Eyes of Patients admitted during the Yea/r 1 870. 



COLOB. 


MAT.KR. 


FUMALEa 


TOTAL. 


flkown ......••..•........, 


66 

137 

13 

23 

50 

4 

2 


100 

186 

10 

30 

72 

5 

8 

2 

2 

1 


166 


Bbe 


323 


Hack 


23 


Dfcrk 


53 


Gny 


122 


Diirk browTL ^ x .......... . . ..................... . 


9 


Dirk blue 


5 


LiAt 


2 


^^ *'■' •••••• ••• ••••.••.•.•••••.•••....•• 

Obe eve blue , 




2 


Kind 


1 
1 


2 


ITllkTlOWTl 


1 








Total 


297 


411 


708 
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TABLE XX. 



Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths for each Year since 1847. 



Years. 


Whole Num- 
ber under 
treatment 


Admissions. 


DiSCHARGEa 




Dexthr. 






Males. 


Females 


Total 


Males. 


Females 


Total 


Males. 


Females 


Total 


1847.... 


779 


201 


195 


396 


133 


129 


263 


79 


74 


153 


1848.... 


855 


246 


245 


491 


165 


137 


802 


54 


e2 


116 


1849.... 


896 


229 


230 


459 


145 


138 


283 


85 


137 


213 


1850... 


793 


195 


196 


891 


138 


113 


251 


43 


34 


77 


ia5i.... 


905 


216 


225 


441 


146 


162 


808 


87 


43 


80 


1852.... 


1,012 


241 


254 


495 


178 


177 


355 


70 


60 


130 


1853.... 


1,014 


226 


261 


487 


164 


193 


357 


56 


59 


115 


1854.... 


1,028 


224 


262 


486 


131 


152 


283 


80 


110 


190 


1855.... 


926 


163 


208 


371 


113 


140 


253 


57 


43 


100 


1&56.... 


939 


149 


217 


366 


103 


173 


276 


32 


84 


66 


1857.... 


923 


130 


196 


326 

1 


94 


127 


221 


37 


38 


75 


1858.... 


982 


129 


226 


355 


81 


154 


235 


30 


62 


9:J 


1859.... 


1,044 


106 


223 


389 1 

1 


107 


140 


247 


41 


45 


80 


I860.... 


1,112 


161 


240 


401 ' 

1 


91 


149 


240 1 


56 


62 


118 


1801.... 


1,142 


149 


239 


388 


92 


124 


210 


54 


67 


121 


1802.... 


1,147 


13:3 


209 


342 


104 


177 


281 1 

1 


52 


47 


99 


1803.... 


1,111 


123 


219 


342 ' 


75 


148 


OOO 1 


08 


49 


117 


1804.... 


1,137 


149 


217 


306 ; 


91 


170 


267 


59 


53 


111 


1805 .... 


1,284 


208 


317 


525 


180 


241 


421 


m 


61 


127 


1 oOO .... 


i,.3::;o 


247 


347 


594 


147 


229 


376 1 


64 


125 


189 


1807.... 


i,4n 


305 


309 


674 1 


176 


226 


402 

1 


59 


6;} 


123 


1868.... 


1,580 


319 


349 


663 1 


205 


205 


410 


68 


67 


1:35 


1809.... 


1,715 


208 


382 


680 i 


178 


234 


412 1 


59 


63 


123 


1870.... 


1,800 


297 


411 


708 1 


190 


257 


453 1 


59 


73 

1 


133 


Total. 

1 




4,904 


6,237 


11,141 ; 
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4,101 
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! Since 1847, 

; iNCLUSn'E. 


' •■!-/ of f>» al h 


Mj 


Females. 


Total 


Total Male* 

and Females 
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2 


• •••••■« 


2 


ill 


*'. 1 ri r 1 > , ii fi 1 .t 








►•''■■■•• 
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Cause of Death. 



•»d EpUt-psiiv. 

" Softcaiagof the Broin.. 

" Chrouio Mania 

'• AcutT " 

■' Melancholia. 

" DyBcnUT7 

" lleiiiipli'Kift 

" HjTiociiondriaais. 



bEl}^|iclataiiB. 
■W Drowoing. . 
i Disease 



Chronic 

CapIHary nnil Bi-i((ht's Disease. . 
Cardiac " .. 





















a 


J a 


"^ctawio":'::; ":;::::::::;: ..j ;:::::::i 












::■*::.■:::::::':::::::::(::::.::.: 








!im"""::"::":;::::::::;::::::j;::.::::c:::::::' 




rtion fr.,m M inia 


5 1 7 1 12 






. 1 . 




frmn Kx(..,Biiro t. 


Cold before; 




1 








1 





Carried forward.. 



HvBiSQ TOE Tear 1870. 



Canee ot Death. 



Uales. FemalM. 



Eaajeted Dropsy o( the Bight Ovaiy . , 

Fatty Deg^neratioii of the Heart 

GangTone of the Lungs . . 



Diy.. 



OsBtro SahirmB 

Hypertrophy of the Heart 

Eydiothoiaz 

Heiniplegift 

Hnsmoptj'ais 

Hydiocephalns 

Hemoti^iiage of the Spleen. 

IntuB SuBceptio 

Inanition 

and Scnectnx 

IcHammation of the Bowels 

" of Spinal Marrow 

" of the Brain 

InjuncB to the Abdomen 

Head 

' ■ from a Fall 

Laryog'itis 

Lumbar AbsccBS 

McningitiH 

Sub-acuw'.'. v. ',','-'.'.'.!'."." '."*..! 

Marasmiw 

NecroBiM of the Sacnim 

Onnuiii! Dineaac of the Heart 

Oidema of the Bmin. 

PhthiBLN I'ullUOQDlif. 

" nnJ SjTicopc 

" uud Canliac Diaeafic. . 

' ' and Scorbutus 

Faralysic Geocrale 

Paralysis 

Pleuio Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia . 



and Scorbi 
" Exlinu 

PhthisiB. . . 
Tvphoid . . 

tis. ..' 

Chronic . . . . 



and I'htbisiH Pulmonalis. ' . . 
from Mania. ...... 



Cairied forward. . 
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DuBiNO THE Yeab 1870r 


SmcE 1847, 
Inclusive. 


Cause of Death. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total 


Total Males 
and Females. 


Brought forward 


40 


63 


112 


2,605 


ra 


1 
1 


Hcmorrhafica 








1 


ti« 


1 


1 


2 


6 


and Scorbutus 


1 


letria 








1 


•ssive Locomotor Ataxia 








2 


inor hv St»T'^hnia. , , 




1 


1 


1 


S V - 




1 


rditis 








4 


tis 








1 


TIS 




1 
2 


1 
4 
2 

1 


81 


insr of the Brain 


2 
2 

1 


16 


ation from Food. 


13 


e bv Susuension 




1 


Suffocation 




1 


'' Scalds 








1 


* * Precii)itation. 








1 


* ' Submersion 








10 


** TftkiniT Laudanum ............ 








1 


* * StranfTulation 








1 


itus 




3 


3 


16 


Cachexia 




5 


ye 








1 


and Cardiac 








1 


*' Pneumonia 








1 


Litis . 








2 










1 


mania ^ , , ^ - , r 




2 


2 


68 


a ppver 




21 


1/1 J^f'VI'T 


••*••«•« 






27 


Milofiis of the Brain 








1 


of the Brain. 








1 


a --...•.....• 








1 


Hon of the Stomach . 








1 










1 


ar Disease of the Heart 








7 












Total 


60 


73 


132 


2,885 







\\ 



/■ 
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WARDEN'S REPORT. 

Warden's Office, Lunatic Asylum, ) 
Blackwell's Island, January Ist, 1871. J 
kuG Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of 

Commissioners of Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

SiK — According to precedent and with feelings of highest esteem I 
respectfully present my annual report as Warden of this Institution: 
The duties required of me as executive officer of the Asylum I have 
endeavored to perform faithfully, and to promote the interest and wel- 
fcre of this department to the best of my ability and powers, and 
thnragh the guidance of your Honorable Board I am happy to be able 
to report the most gratifying results. 

There were in the asylum, at the date of the last report, January 1, 
1870, 1,182 patients, of whom 424 were males, and 758 were females ; 
since which time there have been admitted 297 males and 411 females, 
making a total of 708 ; a^d discharged and died, 257 males and 328 
females; leaving 1,305 remaining in the institution. O^ those dis- 
charged, 211, or 11.64 per cent., were recovered ; 100, or 5.29 per 
cent., improved; and 30, or 1.58 per cent, much improved; and 112, 
or nearly 6 per cent, were unimproved. The whole number treated 
during the year was 1,890; of these 132 died, showing a percentage 
of 7 per cent, of the wliole number who received treatment. The 
following table shows the foregoing statements in a condensed form : 

Number of Patients in the Asylum, January 1, 1870 1,182 

admitted during' the year 708 



»i K 



Total under treatment. . . .^ 1,890 

Number of Patients discharged recovered 212 

•* '' " improved »9 

" ** ** much improved 30 

" " " unimproved 112 

** " died 133 

5a5 

Total remaining January 1, 1871 1,305 



L 
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The ffAlfjming UiAea from ^A" to ^K" win show the statistic 
iteiDi ^>f importanoe throoghomt the year: 



TABLE A, 



tS/u/winff tlui AdmUnons, Discharges^ anfl Deaths of the Nddm 
awl Ff/reign Patients at the Yew York City Lmhotic Asybir 
dwring tliA Year 1S70. 



Males. 



Fexalbsl 



TOTAIA 



Rmnaifiing Jannarjr 1, 1870. . . . ; 125 
AdmiMfiaiui daring 1870 

Total namfjeruivler treatment 



T>fM;har^efi daring 1870 
DeathM during 1870 



Total diflchargcH and deaths . 
Ilemainlng January 1, 1871. . . 



Native. 


Foreign. 


XatiTe. 

101 
71 


Forogn. 

r 


125 
74 


299 
223 


654 
340 


199 


522 


175 


994 


47 
19 


151 
40 


49 

19 


206 
54 


06 


191 


69 


260 1 


ia5 


331 


106 


733 



1,182 
708 



453 
132 



1.^ 



i; 
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TABLE B, 



Skmoing the NativUiea of Patients admitted in the New York 

City Lunatic Asylum during tJve Year 1870. 



NATrvrriEa 


HALEa 


FEMALEa 


TOTAL. 


UidM Btntfifl 


76 

03 

71 

14 

12 

5 

4 

3 

1 


60 

230 
78 
18 
2 
5 
2 
4 


145 


Inliiia 


323 


Qflnnany. 


140 


«wfftP<f. 


27 


Z^ 

riiM«x X . 


14 


Seotiand 


10 


F^i^# 


6 


CwMla 


7 


Nnd 


1 


Bviberiand 


2 


2 


Bwdcn ^..■x...>«i4.. 


2* 

1 

1 
1 
8 


2 


ft%mm 


1 
1 


2 


B^d 


2 


V-ftl 


1 


Oiba 




3 


Kgnray 


1 


1 


Ammark 


1 
2 
1 
3 

1 

1 
1 


1 


flnin 




2 


Wdei 


1 


2 


% 


3 


Awkria 




1 


Qdni 




1 


Ooknown 


2 


3 


Total 


207 


411 


708 







Showing the Form of Insanity of those D'lMharged, at the Hfea To 
City Lunatic Asylum durlmj the Year 1870. 
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TABLE D, 



mning the Civil Condition of the Patients admitted in the New 
Yorh City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 



Cn'IL CONDITION. 


HALEa 


FEMALK& 


TOTAL. 
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122 
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189 
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304 
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TABLE E, 

owing the Professions of Religion of Patients admitted in the 
New York City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 



JROPESSION. 
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TOTAL. 
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TABLE F, 

Sht^irithj tfi< Afft'4 0/ Patients admitt^ in the Aeic Tort City Lunatic 
A^9/fum at Me* tinw of their Admission durimj f\e Year 1S70. 
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Showing the Form of Lisanity of those Discharged at th^ New Yort% 
City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 
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TABLE D, 

Showing the Civil Condition of the Patients admitted in the New 
York City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 



CIVIL CONDITION. 


HALEa 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 
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TABLE E, 

Sluywing the Professions of Religion of Patients admitted in the 
New York City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 



J'ROFESSION. 


MALEa 


PEMALEa 


TOTAL. 


CM]io1i> 


143 

97 

9 

49 


242 

104 

15 

50 


384 


Pinrt»»tn«t 


201 


Hetoew 


24 




99 






Total 


297 


411 


708 







154 



TABLE F, 

iShtfwtny the Ages of Patietits admitted in the New York Oitj/ Lunatic 
Anylumat the time of their Admission during the Year 1870. 



AGES. 
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TASLE I, 

Showing the CauteB of Death in the ITevo York 

during the Tear 1870. 
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FIRST CAUSE. 


SECOND CAUSE. 


MALES. 


FEMALES. 
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TABLE J, 

howi7ig the Admissions^ Discharges^ ai\d Deaths of Colored 
Patients at the New York City Lunatic Asylum for the Year 



aber of patients on hand January 1, 1870, 
lissions during 1870 



iber treated during the year. 
*■ discharged 
died 



u 



(( 



^ diacharged and died " 

Total remaining January 1, 1871. 



Male. 



10 



2 



Blacks. 



Female. 



11 




4 



Totals. 



9 

21 



10 
G 



30 



22 



8 
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TABLE K. 

MatrorUa Report of Clothing ayid Bedding made and repaired m 
the New York City Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1870. 



Shirts. 900 

Jackets 200 

Jackets altered 300 

Pantaloons, pairs of 487 

Chemises 1.1 00 

Gingham dresses 554 

Dcnim dresRos 7W 

Check-spreads. 100 

Petticoats 404 

Sheets. 1,900 

Pillow-cases 800 



Pillow-ticks IOC 

Bed-ticks 4liC 

Shrouds IBft 

Suspenders, pairs of 574 

Burlap comforters 7^ 

Uorse-blankets. 10 

Stockings, pairs of 200 

Towels 48 

Camisoles 10 

Canvas dresses.. . . . « 5 



ARTICLES REPAIBED. 



Pantaloons, pairs of 1,540 

Jackets 422 

Shirts. 1, 047 

Bed-ticks 92 



Sheets 161 

Burlap comforters 155 

Blankets 12 

Petticoats 5' 



FOR SCnOOL-SlIIP MERCURY. 



, Blue shirts, embroidered 977 | Cap covers 1 ^ 



FOR HART S ISLAND FEVER HOSPITAL. 



Sheets. 400 

Pillow-cases 2lH) 

Bed-ticks KK) 

Pillow-ticks 100 



Chemises 10 

Night-gowns H> 

Towels. 5^ 

Shirts 20< 



FOR RANDALL*8 ISLAND. 



Pantaloons, pairs of 80 | Linen aprons. 

Dresses for children 200 



65( 



Althoiigli SO lar^e a number have died aiid been discharged durino 
the hist year, yet we have gradually increased in nuinbei-s until the 
census shows one hundred and twenty-three patients more than last 
year. 
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The admissions have been carefully watched, patients have been ques- 
tioned, and every possible inquiry made as to length of time they have 
been in this country. When under five years they have been properly 
oammitted to the care of the Commissioners of Emigration. In tiiis 
way fifty have been transferred during tlie last twelve months. Patients 
from other States or countrieSj when sufficiently recovered to travel, 
ire sent to the Superintendent of Ont-door Poor for transportation to 
dieir homes. 

The expenses of the institution have been during the year, for pro- 
lisions, $79,750.15 ; clotliing and bedding, $16,615.66 ; salaries, $24,- 
845.17; drugs and liquors, $3,219.94; fuel, $8,681.31 ; miscellaneous 
irticles, $12,362; making a total, $144,874.23. The daily average 
number of patients treated during the year has been 1,422^^^, the 
yearly cost of each patient $101,893^^, the daily cost of each patient 
27^ cents. 

Considering the destructive character of the inmates, I feel while 
looking at these statistics that their propensity for breaking must have 
been in measure repressed, notwitlistanding the many broken sashes and 
windo\«6, torn bedding and clothing, the broken and defaced locks and 
doors, all of which have been promptly repaired ; still I think the cost 
of maintaining the institution will compare favorably with that of any 
other of the kind in the country. 

The charities of New York are proverbial as household words, but 
concerning the wants of the Asylum the general public know little or 
nothing. It is to your Board that I look for encouragement and sym- 
pathy, who, knowing how crowded we are and the disadvantage (I 
must necessarily labor under), must feel that extra vigilance and watch- 
fcluess, together with the care of a kind Providence, have brought us 
^ough the year with the happiest results. 

Your Honorable Board seeing the necessity which this crowded state 
"©naands have, during the year, planned a new asylum, which is in pro- 
*^®SB of erection, which for size, finish, situation, and every minor com- 

fort; beneficial to those diseased in mind, has no superior on the Con- 

^'^ent 
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As this new Institution will, in the Spring, receive a large percent 
of the patients now crowding tlie present Asylum, many difficnlties wil 
be obviated and materially add to the comfort and happiness of 
inmates of .both Institutions. 

During the past twelve-montlis many improvements have been mtde 
in and about the buildings and grounds of the Asylum. A greiter 
portion of the work has been executed by the patients. Aiiy ! 
who have improved sufficiently to require exercise, and are willing 
to work (and I am happy to say there are many who truly interest them* 
selves in the works of improvement), are furnished some light eraptoy- 
ment. The labor of these persons you will not fail to see has been not 
only beneficial to themselves, but a means of true economy, still the 
destructive principles of those who inhabit this Institution warrant the 
need of constant repairs. 

One of the greatest improvements was the raising and renovating of 
Pavilion B ; this pavilion was built upon low mai*shy ground, and the 
foundation at one end had sunk at least a foot into the soft mire, and 
so close was the floor to the damp ground that it was never quite dry 
which caused it to be very unhealthy and much complained of by the 
Medical Faculty. The building, which is one hundred and sixty feet 
long, has been raised eighteen inches, forty-five new brick piers built 
beneath, and a new sill, which is strong and substantial, })ut under the 
entire building; the cellar has been properly drained and filled in, and 
a nevr floor of narrow spruce plank, which is well deafened, has been 
laid ; it has been newly lathed and plastered, and a glossy hard finish 
added to the walls; thirty-six ventilators have been inserted, and a new 
portico built at the north end; a patent llitchings stove has been put 
into the bath room, which is capable of heating two hundred gallons of 
water an hour, which is held in a large iron tank for use. This not 
only gives great facilities for bathing, but at the same time renders the 
room cotrif (jrtably warm ; the want of properly heated bathing rooms 
in these buildings has been felt for a long time. 

Considering the size and condition of this building and the help I 
had to aid nie in repairing it (being mostly convalescent insane patients), 
I felt when it was finished, and I contemplated its improved and pleas- 
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■t appearaDce, that I might be proud of their work; bo when it was 
oggeeted that a dance be given to the patients on opening it, I readily 
Donsented ; preparations were made, and the patients, aided by a few 
lidiee and gentlemen from the city, danced lustily to the strains of some 
very good music furnished by your kind Board for the occasion. 

One day was given to festivities, and as soon after as I could fit it 
Mt, I had the pleasure of seeing sixty selected patients occupying this 
model building, who seemed to appreciate the change from the over- 
crowded halls of the main building. 

Xew and substantial wash-tubs have been put up in the laundry, and 
tnew wringer has replaced the old one ; the laundry is at best quite too 
mtll to meet the demands of the institution, having been built when 
there were only half the number of patients to wash for ; however, by 
keeping it in good repaii*, and having a well-organized system, I manage 
with much labor to do an immense amount of washing in it weekly. 

I take great pleasure in reporting the putting up of eight new cooking 
boilers in the c(x>k-housc ; they have been badly needed for some time ; 
the old boilers, of which there were only six, were so worn out as to 
allow the escape of much steam ; the Supervising Engineer upon ex- 
amining them pronounced them beyond repair. The new boilers are of 
the best make, and will in consequence of their size and number greatly 
£M;ilitate the cooking. 

The roofs of the pavilions, which have been leaking badly, have been 
looked over and repaired ; the ventilators have been double-sided and 
nade perfectly tight. 

A new sewer of twelve-inch drain pijie has been laid leading from 
^avilion E, and a new portico been erected at the north end of this 
»tulding ; new stoves have been put up in all the pavilions, in place of 
be large heaters put in last year; these were found only to heat the air 
t the top of the buildings, while below the atmosphere was quite cold ; 
rith the new stoves we have a unifonn heat throughout the entire hall. 

Male Hall 1, which has been in a very dilapidated condition for some 
ine, is now undergoing a thorough overhauling ; the entire floor has 



been taken out Formerly tlie sewer was in a space left under the sleep- 
ing rooms for that purpose ; this I thought a very bad arrangement| at 
it left the pipes so exj^)osed as to cause a very unpleasant odor at all 
times; this I have remedied by building brick culveiis from the sewer 
which can be cemented up, and the space about the culverts filled up, 
thus forming a solid foundation for the fi^tors. The liall will be reheated 
witli radiators ; the steam pipes will be laid in a brick passage built for 
their reception, in order that they may be readied without materialljr 
displacing tlie floor ; locupt sleepers are being laid, and the floor will ba 
concreted with broken stone and cement ; a narrow yellow pine floor ii 
to be laid ; and when the usual amount of painting and kalsomining ac- 
companying such a renovation is finished this hall will compare with 
any other in the institution. 

During tlie year I have endeavored to do all the work of the instittt- 
tion promptly, and it has been a matter of some magnitude. I have 
not only succeeded in keeping the patients under my charge fed and 
clothed, and the buildings in a very comprehensive state of repairs, but 
whenever I have found a mechanic who could be in any way useful, I 
have kept him at work for the general department; in this way many 
useful articles have been made — large d<x)rs for the Idiot Asylimi and 
many instructive toys for the use of the children there, ten sets of cart 
and four sets of light wagon harness for the Stable Bureau, an express 
wagon and four sets of shafts for the Store Department, and all the 
carriage, wagon, and harness repairing needed in the departments; 
many garden implements have been niade, such as iron rakes, scuflling 
hoes, edging knives, etc., together with a great number of other articles 
too numerous to mention, for which please see quarterly report. 

A nice piece of Fca-wall has been built during the year by a very in- 
dustrious but eccentric patient ; he has reclaimed from eight to ten 
thousand square feet of ground, and when he has the job finished will 
have put up as swviceable a piece of wall as there is about the island ; 
he is very assiduous and seems very proud of his work, and he has 
reason to be, for it is a fine structure, strong and complete. 

The females have not been idle ; they have made all the clothing and 
bedding used in this institution, and, as you will see by the matron's 
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RfKurt, quite a number of articles for other institutions. Upon the whole, 
Ae patients have accomplished more this year than any former year ; 
ikis may be owing to their bettered condition, for I must say that, 
iiffoiigh the indefatigable will of your kind Board and the watchful 
are of the officers, the asylum is much improved, the patients are well 
fcd and clothed, they are kept warm and comfortable, and, but for their 
mfortunate condition, one might say happy. 

There are a few improvements to which I would respectfully call 
your attention. The cook-house is separated from the engine-room by 
t brick partition which extends only half way up; the united heat of 
dieee rooms makes it impossible in warm weather to keep milk or meats, 
or even to preserve ice for any length of time. I would suggest that 
we build an ice-house adjoining the cook-house ; with the labor that I 
lutve I could put one up at the cost of material only, which would be of 
great service as well as a means of economy. 

The wash-house is quite too small, but when the roof is raised, as is 
contemplated in the Spring, ample room will be made in this depart- 
ment A valuable addition to these three departments would be the 
laying of a large sewer ; the present one, a drain-pipe eight inches in 
diameter, is quite inadequate for the purpose ; a three-foot sewer should 
be laid, which could be cleaned out readily ; this could be arranged to 
carry off the water from the roof of the female wing, which now finds 
its way over the roads (greatly to their destruction) to the river. 

It is almost unnecessary to speak of the bad condition of the lodge ; 
each and every member of your Board have re{>eatedly visited it, and 
are fully aware how unfit it is for use ; by patching and repairing 1 
liave made it tolerably comfortable ; as we have no other place wherein 
violent patients can be kept, and as it is, in its present condition, very 
insecure, it is important that it should be looked to; the wood-work 
about the building is in a state of decay, and it is not an unfrequent 
occurrence for patients to break out ; if this happens in the night it is 
necessary to have it watched until morning ; the roof is entirely worn 
out and leaks badly. I would recommend that an entire new lodge 
be built, as there is no part of the present building which could consist- 
ently be repaired. 



The removing of the unsightly pile of aheda naed for ehop?, wliidil 
has long heen propoeod, was in a meaanre liasteiiod by fire on tlio niglit 1 
of November 33d ; the fire was fortunately confined to tliese old build- 
inga, and was extingnished with but little damage to property ; since 
which time it has been decided to build new bams and shop? at a. safe 
distance from the Asylum. 

There is reason for great thankfulness for the meraful Providei 
which has watched over us, in guarding ns from opidemiui:, from wliichi 
I am happy to inform you we have been mitirely free ; aud during tlien 
year hut two suicides have occurred, which may be conddered a remark- 
able record. 

The patients have had free access to the grounds ; many of them liave 
found recreation in the gardens, trimming the walks and performing 
other light services congenial to their tastes; the ground north uf the 
male wing has been in nse most of the year as a promenade. 

The indoor amusements have been the same as in fonner years, con- 
sisting of exhibitions of the magic-lautem, dancing, etc. 

The holidays have been marked as occasions for festivities. 

Thanks are due to the ladies and gentlemen from the city, who liave 
from time to time enlivened us with music and singing ; the patients 
are always happy to hear them, and look forward to their coming with 
much pleasure. 

■ Beligious services have been duly performed on the Sabbath and on 
the week days appointed, and thanks are due to the Eev, Zetus Searle 
of this institution, the Eev. Fatlier Gelene of the Ahnp-liuuae, and the 
Eev. Edward Cowley of Cliarity Eospital, for their faitliful attention to 
tlie syiritnal welfare of the inmates of this inBtitution. 

Tlie officers and attendants associated with me in pcrfL.rining tlie 
duties of the Asylum have in almost every instance and under all cir- 
cumstances aided to the best of their ability, and for their co-operation I 
am truly thankful. 
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In concliiflion, I would express my wannest gratitude to your Honor- 
le Commission for the kindly manner in which you have sustained me 
carrj'ing out the details of tliis institution ; you liave devoted much 
your valuable time to these unfortmiate inmates, who have found you 
r kind and humane, and if the bettered condition of the institution 
lie close of this year will in a measure repay you for your zealous 
e, I shall feel happy to have done my duty, and to have been an 
rument in your hands for the accomplishment of a good result. 

Respeetf uUy yours, 

JAMES W. SMYTHE 

Wa/rdien. 
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HOSPITAL FOR EPILEPTICS MD PARALYTICS. 



REPOIIT OF THE PnYSlCIAN-IN-CHIEF. 



To the Board of Commissioners of 

Public Cha/ritieB and Correction : 

Gentlemen — The report which I lay before you, with that of Mr. 
James W. Srnythe, our efficient and faithful warden, will, I am confi- 
dent, show that the remedial and financial results of this hospital have 
been most encouraging and positive. I am indebted to Drs. A. E. 
Maedonald and G. D. Daly, assistant physicians to tlie hospital, for the 
accompanying tables, and both gentlemen are entitled to the highest 
commendation for their services. Dr. Macdonald's relation with the 
hospital has been of nearly a year's standing, and I do but simple justice 
in acknowledging how greatly I have been relieved in the perfoi-mance 
>f my duties by his thoroughness and fidelity. Dr. Daly waa appointed 
:he first of December, 1870. 

The changes made in the hospital during the year have been unim- 
K)rtant, with the exception of the new stoves, which have replaced those 
^rincrly used in the pavilions, and which have contributed very ma- 
-rially to secure a better heating and ventilation. I have to notice 
?ain the inadecpiate bathing accommodations of our hospital, in great 
'irt due to the difficulties always hindering the remodelling of old 
uildings. For this reason, the use of hot air and vapor batlis, attended 
ith the morft satisfactory results in the treatment of nervous and 
loiital disea.ses generally, has been impracticable at this hospital. 
ut, by providing our pavilions with the same bathing accommo- 
^tions furnished at pavilion B, we will at least secure the benefit 



168 

of tepid and warm baths, and, above all, the proper temperaton 
guard patients against the pernicious effect of such extremely 
places as our present bath-rooms are in winter. This change will be 
great avail, although the simplest and most j)roper plan to provide fc 
the necessary bath arrangements, indispensable to a hospital of thiij 
kind, would be the erection of a building upon a suitable site, with 
ample room for the convenient administration of vapor, hot air, and 
other medicinal baths, where our patients and those of the luoatia 
asylums could avail themselves of such an essential remedy for their 
restoration to health ; and I respectfully call the attention of the Board 
to this lack of bathing aiTangements, as one of the deficiencies of para- 
mount importance for the recovery of several of our patients. 

The difficulty of securing good nurses has continued being a source 
of great trouble in this hospital. It is true that its evil has not attained 
this year the proportions it did the last, on account of the notable de- 
crease in the number of fits had by the epileptics, wliich has rendered 
their management easier, and the convenience of the four cells, erected 
close to the north end of pavilion " D," where epileptic maniacs liave 
been confined. It is nevertheless manifest that an experienced matron 
to superintend the nurses would be of great service to the hospital, as 
the matron at the lunatic asylum cannot, as respectfully manifested in 
my last report, divide her attention between patients here and the moix3 
numerous ones at the distant l)uildin<>:s of the Lunatic Asvlum : and I 
most respectfully but earnestly insist upon this point of reform, without 
any intention whatever of casting repmach upon tlie etKcioncy of Mrs. 
Goodwin, but simply on behalf of the welfare of our patients, exposed 
to neglect and not cared for as they require, as long as they are without 
a matron to closely watch and superintend the nurses. 

We have been free from epidemics since the outbreak of typhus in 
December of 18G9, and which lasted until the commencement of this 
year. Malarial influences, however, occasionally operate upon our 
patients, not so much from overcrowding or imperfect ventilation of 
the pavilions, as from the effluvia from the artificial ground underneath, 
finding through the fioor an easy access within the pavilions. The con- 
stant vigilance upon the part of the Warden to enforce cleanliness and 
disinfection, and our strict orders to maintain a thorough ventilation of 
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pavilions, have checked to a confiiderable extent the effects of such 
element, ever so much ready to engraft itself upon the ailments 
our patients, vsrhen any atmospheric or other propitious circumstance 
it 

We have two serious accidents to record during the year, the saddest 
them being the suicide by drowning of W. Bland, oh February 27, 
L870, during a fit of epileptic insanity, and while — to all appearances — 
seemed quite well. The other accident, which might have proved 
[oally fatal, was a furious assault, made on the morning of the 30th 
I (tf March, by Gerald Barry, upon Frederick Palmer, severely injuring 
|tlie latter. Barry was subject to nocturnal epilepsy, and the outburst 
(tf Budden unprovoked fury supplanted his epileptic paroxysms, as is 
frequently observed in epileptic insanity. Moreover, furious excite- 
ment attending the latter has occurred several other times, but patients 
10 affected have been at once removed to the cells, until they could re- 
turn without risk to the pa\'ilions. 

The course of ti'eatment pursued with the epileptics does not differ 
from that employed in previous yeare. Feeling our way with prudence 
we have studied better the effects of bromide of potassium on epilepsy, 
and arrived at more positive results. In thus doing, we have, among 
other facts, further discovered bv chemical tests the existence of bro- 
mine in the brain tissue of an epileptic (Coleman) who had discontinued 
the use of the drug seven days before his death. This phenomenon, 
in addition to that we have often noticed of the elimination of bromine 
by the renal secretion, for twenty and twenty-five days after the dis- 
continuance of large doses of bromide of potassium, corroborates the 
accumulation of bromine in the system as one of the physiological 
effects of bromide of potassium. The opportunity has also offered 
itself to study the influence of bromide of potassium upon the foetus, 
in the case of Kate Cody ; she is 24 years of age, and her first fit oc- 
curred eight yeai-s ago, upon her being severely beaten by her step- 
mother. Prior to her admission, August 25, 1870, the fits usually 
occurred at night, and about twice a week. Her menses ceased two 
naontlis before her admission, when she became pregnant. She was 
ordered 20 grains of bromide of potassium, three times a day, with 
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coniam. The dose of bromide was gradually increased to 40, 50, 6C 
and 75 grains, three times daily, with one and a half fluid drachn 
succiis conii, which she took respectively in the months of Septan 
October, November, and December. She had 16 fits daring Sep! 
ber, 18 in October, 6 in November, and only 1 in December, occur 
on the 1st. Notwithstanding t)ie very large doses of bromide of pc 
sium administered, the foetus, as I have observed in three other sis 
instances, gives the usual signs of life, and the mother is in good gen 
health, showing no ill-effects whatever, beyond a very slight cutam 
eruption produced by the bromide. 

We have been led to conclude, upon repeated observations, tliat 1« 
doses of bromide of potassium should not be administered in the o 
mencement of the treatment of epileptics, nor uninterruptedly throu 
out it; but that it is necessary to bring them occasionally fully m 
the physiological effects of the bromide, and then suspend and deen 
its dose, in order to secure permanent benefit. Ordinarily the sraal 
dose given to our patients has been 20 grains, three times daily, 
this quantity has never been augmented unless the condition of 
patient indicated the approach of trouble, or, that it was requiret 
the frequency of the epileptic attacks. The largest dose of broniid 
potassium taken by oiir patients has been 75 grains, three times a ( 
in one or two cases among the females, continued during a perio< 
from 50 to 70 days. There have been no ill effects noticed from 
course of treatment, nor have the digestive organs been disturbed b 
Occasionally, the irritability of temper has increased, or the pati" 
have become melancholic, or maniacal, npon using such large dose 
bromide of potassium, and prior to the state of broinisin soon occur; 
thereupon, and which has readily disappeared on discontinuance of 
use of the salt. In every instance, however, we have not relied u 
the bromide of potassium alone as an anti-epileptic, no less card 
attention having been paid to keeping the patients under a good ni 
tious regimen, and to any indication that might contribute to breal 
the epileptic habit. AVe have found a valuable adjuvant to tlie bron 
of potassium in the succus conii, or juice of green hemlock. We 
ticed from the beginning that the fluid extract of coniinn, of our P 
macopoeia, is quite powerless, unless several ounces of it be adniiniste 
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that the solid extract of conium, though more active than the fluid, 
nevertheless very unreliable as to its strength. Dr. George Ilarley, 
London, who first pointed out the important medical effects of grecii 
Jock, and whose researches have guided me in the use of the remedy, 
farther proved that all prepamtions, like the American extracts, 
the dry leaves of hemlock are worthless. We have, therefore, 
obliged to rely upon the English succus conii, which has proved, 
leed, most efficient in epilepsy and other nervous diseases, as shown 
ly the remarkable improvement of some of our most inveterate cases of 
ej^Iepsy and epileptic insanity, and by researches we have carefully 
ctrried out, and which could not find in this report the proper place 
'iimy will have soon in a medical journal. Let me, moreover, state that 
irith none of our patients have we needed to resort to the highest doses 
vfled by Dr. Harley ; three ounces of succus conii, taken thrice daily, 
bring the maximum quantity required in our obstinate cases to produce 
quietness and cessation of the fits or other nervous derangement. I 
will finally add that the effects of conium become more conspicuous 
upon the association of ergotine, and that the peculiar eruption caused 
by the bromide of potassium has been prevented or very much mitigated 
by the addition of Fowler's solution to the bromide and conium mix- 
ture. 

To keep within the limits of correctness, we have abstained from 
presenting in our tables any case of paralysis as completely cured. It 
18 almost impossible to persuade paralytics to remain at the hospital 
until their disease be completely eradicated, for they insist upon ob- 
taining their discharge the moment they recover the lost power, and 
tre capable of moving about unassisted ; whereas, not imf requently 
we find ourselves compelled to discharge them in such a state, on 
account of the over-crowded condition of the hospital, or to make room 
for other patients. Several, however, have left the Ilospital in a fair 
way toward complete cure. Among those benefited, in a remarkable 
d^ree, is Charles West, who entered the hospital May 9, 1S70, suffer- 
ing from right hemiplegia, in a sinking condition, unable to speak, and 
with frequent attacks of syncope. It was ascertained that his disease 
was due to syphilis and intemperance; and, thanks to a most active 
course of treatment, West unexpectedly recovered the use of his limbs, 
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with cessation of the other dangerous symptoms. Ho coald not, 
ever, be persuaded to continue at the Hospital, which he left as soon I 
he became capable of walking with some ease. I expect to see 
coming again for re-admission for a relapse of his disease caused 
renewed intemperance. Another no less striking case is that of Edmi 
Rose, a baker by trade, who entered the hospital March 14, 1870, wii 
complete paralysis and insensibility of the lower extremities, iuooi 
nonce of urine, pain in tlie back and across the abdomen, and extensit 
sloughs over the sacrum and nates. He seemed gone beyond all chanc 
of recovery. A course of treatment consisting mainly of hypodi 
injections of strychnine, and the internal use of succus conii, in iddi-l 
tion to a tonic regimen, has brouglit about healing of the sloughs, witil| 
discontinuance of the urinary trouble and pain, and with recovery 
sensibility and partial return of power in the lower limbs. This hil 
been a most extraordinary instance of chronic myelitis yielding to tto 
above course of treatment, which has proved equally successfol ift 
other similar though not so far advanced cases. 

The records of the Hospital during the year strengthen the statis- 
tical conclusions, laid down in my last aimual report, as to adolescence 
being the more frequent age of invasion of epilepsy, which further ac- 
knowledges psychical agencies as its most ordinary cause. We have 
observed again that the operation of circumcision has not arrested the 
pernicious habit of masturbation in epilej)tics with congenital pliimosis ; 
neither has bromide of potassium been of any avail as an anaphrodisiac 
in epileptics addicted to masturbation. Nor have I met with any fact 
disproving my former statement, that onanism has not the share which is 
generally supposed in tJie production of epilepsy. In the majority of in- 
stances the salacious appetite is one of the first indications of the man- 
ner in wliich epilepsy affects the instincts and emotions of the patient. 
The solarity of epileptics is a derangement peculiar not only to their but 
to several other nervous diseases. The morbid obliteration of moral feel- 
ing and the uncontrollable impulses of epileptics readily explains 
how, overwhelmed by intolerable inward sensations, they are driven to 
masturbation or other vicious or criminal acts, which are actually the 
exponents of their fearful disease, almost always fatally drawing its 
victim to depravity, as acknowledged by alienists generally. 



e have taken with the conformateur used by hatters the shape of 
sktilL of the epileptics at the Hoepital ; altliough every tracing thus 
jted has been found irregular, I am unable to conclude therefrom 
this might be a fair criterion whereby to recognize the existence of 
^psy, since it may be further ascertained that such unsymmetrical 
is a peculiarity common to human skulls. There are, however, 
jral changes of tlie brain, hypertrophy and sclerosis, and a dis- 
^rtion of weight of the cerebral hemispheres, which have been 
constantly met with in the post-mortem examinations I have 



The symptoms of the epileptic paroxysm are so conspicuous and con- 
that it is difficult for any physician not to recognize when a per- 
is simulating epilepsy. The device is sometimes practised by real 
optics, particularly females. The following is a very simple way I 
lie employed to ascertain without mistake if the fit be simulated : If 
[fte mouth and nostrils of a person seized with an epileptic paroxysm 
le covered with a handkerchief or towel, so that the passage of air 
into the lungs be for &few moments completely arrested, no struggle 
or change occurs, unless the attack is at once checked, as it may happen 
lometimes in slight cases of epilepsy. The same operation, practised 
Wfoa an impostor, will determine quickly a struggle on his or her part 
to avoid asphyxia ; the reason of the contrary effect in the first case be- 
fl^ the fixed state of the muscles of the chest, usually observed on the 
UBng of any epileptic, and thereby producing a cessation of the re- 
Ipiratory movements, whereas the impossibility to continue for any 
iength of time without breathing renders simulation evident in the 
leoond case. 

The influence of intemperance in the production of epilepsy and 
paralysis strikes no less prominently in the accompanying statistics than 
in those of last year. This fearful agency also keeps patients constantly 
ictuming to the Hospital, and its evil may reach a higher magnitude 
with epileptics, who come frequently transferred from the work-house 
where they have been committed for disorderly conduct or drunkenness. 
This class of patients, the most dangerous to society, as soon as their 
time is expired, ask their discharge from the Hospital to return to the 
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city, where they find themselves driven to new overt acts or 
deeds. The fact is but too notorious and demands a correctifo, 
respectfully called the attention of the Board, in my last report, to 
necessity of establishing a regular system of labor, and of 
better provisions for the moral treatment of our patients, the maj< 
of them proceeding from our lower classes, and among whom may 
seen many still young, capable of being cured of their disease, 
wlio, like the rest, may be redeemed by raising their moral and int 
lectual faculties by culture and the habit of labor which they may 
able to acquire. 

I scarcely deem it necessary to refer to tlie economical administration 
of the Hospital shown by the report of the Warden. The system of' 
having a common drug department and store for this Hospital and the 
Lunatic Asylum, has rendered it impossible to calculate with pi*eci&i(Ri 
the daily cost of our patients; nevertheless, the estimate made by Mr. 
Smythe may be considered accurate for all practical purposes ; for, if it 
is true that the consumption of such drugs as bromide of potassiam 
and succus conii, for instance, is greater at our Hospital than at the 
Lunatic Asylum, it is, on the other hand, no less certain that the con- 
sumption of whiskey, ale, citric acid (used for lemonade), and other 
sucli articles, has been far more considerable at the latter place than at 
the Hospital for Epileptics and Paralytics. Such differences, there 
fore, compensate each other, rendering the ultimate estimate nearlj 
correct. The cost of maintaining each inmate in the Epileptic anc 
Paralytic Hospital, during the year 1870, has been, monthly, §9.32yy^ 
daily, 30^\ cents. For drugs and liquors, 27fY(r ^^'^ts; daily, 9 mills 
There has been consumed during the year, lifty-three gallons, one 
quart, one pint, two ounces of whiskey; fifteen gallons, one pint 
ten ounces of port wine ; sixteen gallons, two quarts, one pint of ale. 
The whole amount expended for drugs and liquors has been §367.20, 
Taking into further account the system of heating our pavilions, tli€ 
clothing of our patients, which leaves hardly any thing to be desired as 
regards warmth and comfort, and the generous diet dispensed to the 
epileptics and paralytics, we may congratulate ourselves upon the 
above results, as having arrived at a satisfactory financial management 
of this Hospital. 
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The Board of Commissioners are well aware of the ever-incrcasins: 
mnber of epileptics and paralyticus, who cannot be accommodated in 
lis Hospital, while we may look forward with greater confiden<fe, sus- 
ined by the beneficial results achieved, notwitlistanding the unfavor- 
eonditions under which we ai*e placed. These facts, therefore, 
ipcoolirm the necessity of giving a wider field to this llospital, or of erect- 
•ing a new one with the pmper arrangement for the special treatment of 
epileptics and paralytics, as respectfully suggested in my last annual 
Teport. To cx)ntinue in the experimental manner, and with the insuf- 
fident elements with which we have worked for over three years ; to let, 
i8 it were, paralytics and epileptics go without providing completely 
■ for their relief or cure; to countenance the belief that their hopes of 
recovery are lost, and that their sad pre-eminence of claim over all 
other sick receives but a small share of assistance, would be most cer- 
tainly contrary to the full design of your lioard and to the benignant 
purpose evinced in every other of the departments under your care. 
Confident in this sentiment of the Board of Commissioners of Public 
Charities and Correction, I have directed my steady and unwearied 
exertions for the welfare and cure of epileptics and paralytics, and I 
thank your Board for your support and co-operation in the attainment 
of this object. 

M. GONZALEZ ECHEVERRIA, 

Physicianrin- Chief. 
"Sew York, December 31, 1870. 
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S70 


Sffil 
6 


i 


1 


37- 


1 

is 

98 


1 

J 


BtoD htfbtwitrd 


863 


2S4 


305 
S 

1 


£49 














8 
8 












S 
3 


IB 
11 






15 
8 


5 

1 










a 

8 
9 
1 
7 
37 










' 


8 




■ 






9 

7 


T 








... 

EG 


a 


S 






»^k.K M 






-^ 


























384 


Z 




^ 


^ 


KB 


am 


354 


20i 


322 


801 


263 


1H 


In 






«,J^3r 1870. 



I 
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Table of Deaths and their Cau%e% for the Year 1870. 



FBIHABT AND COMPLICATING DI8EASE& 



AatKjwia. from EpilepRj 

Aitfienia from right hemiplegia 

Arthenia from chronic spinal meningitis, 

Asthenia from chronic myelitis 

Aithenia from apoplexy. , 

Arthenia from bed-sores. 



HALE& 



Aithenia from paraplegia. 

Cerebral softening 

Cerebral softening (traomatic) 

IHarrhoea and fatty degeneration of the heart 

Drowning. 

Dilatation of the heart, with aortic insufficiency 

EnoephalitiB 

Lead pal^ 

Kyelitis and epilepsy 

Progressive muscular atrophy, with cardiac and Bright^s 



Pneumonia and epilepsy. . . 
Typhus fever and epilepsy. 

Total 



1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
4 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 



PEliALEa 



TOTAL. 



2 

1 



1 




2 

1 
1 

3 
2 

1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
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Synoptic TahU of Paralytics in Jloipiti 



NAHE. 


; KWIVITT. 


M. 

B. 

S. 

M, 

W. 

u. 

8. 


o™.™™. 


s^.'sss; 


c.™. 




J.lI.lIc01"nBJ.. 
F.A.lIayt. 


Wl«l«uJ 

laSowYorH.... 
iiamlbWjJ™,. 

Ulniud 

MlMlonfl 

TlnUiul 


^ 




Uorooriol loimliitr. 


PlBHlsta 






^~*-' 








D-MoTHiui 








Cnoker-b-ker 


pleotloM 
tHcb. 




,£::'." 


T. Urn*. 




r.,...^ 






K. Donohnc 






81". 






«1M.1.™ to cold 

feter; liUanp<ir- 






J. lliwhr. 


Uwrjmm,.., 


™.„..... 


»*«,... 


■ ^ 


1 1 






MTCUli. 


*■'''"'' 


i 1 


^■"-" 




,-.,«u«. 


niKlit hnrntple- 


M.C..ri|.y 

P. CnviinnBh 

C. LuU 

J.JIi-Cnflnr 


WEiwInnJ 


a. 
s. 
w. 


',luli.-H««JJl|>IJM'f 

in lbs lumj. 
)u« hod rtaeuQU 
KiplillU anil ex- 




„.»,„,.... 


P^li-gLi.... 








CiMiriYPT.... 


ih:-' 


L,.ft hrniiidf- 
gl-. 


L.... L 


i'uinUT 






^ii"-' 










.ir-nrnj. 
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tAe Zlst day of December, 1870 — Malea. 



■ TiKB OF 


State of 


^■Xklrty-tbree 
■ imfhwagp. 


86 




p~3r-" 


78; weak 


^■M«a jean ago. 


80 ; feeble 


^Ifay^lSW. 

■ MI0CI8O9 


85 


75; normaL. ... 


■ Stejeanago... 


100; Tecyweok.. 


i W^btmtk montlu 


80; flrm.andng- 
olar. 


TwBlirB moQtliB 
FktenKj, 1970.. 


68; weak; arter- 
ioa atheroma- 
tons. 

70; normaL 


Seven yeuB ago. 


85; weak 


llMQii,1809 


70; normal 


Uaknown 


90 ; very weak . . 


JoM, 1870 


70 


lfMdi,1860..... 


ble on left aide. 



OctolMTf 1868.. , 
I860.... 
of 1865.. 

FMiori8(rr 

Jaonaiy, 1870... 
Vofwnber, 1868. 
Ocptiwnber, 1868. 



80 ; wpak : artery 
atheromatous. 

80; weak 

70; normal 

66; weak 

70 

77i; normal. 

75; normal. 



8YMFTOMB AMD COMPUCATIOXS. 



Tingling in left arm; sight impaired; speaks 
with great difflcnlty ; dyspnoea and bronchitis ; 
nenralgia in leg ; urine acid, sp. gr. lUfti. 

Sight impaired; right side more paralyzed; 
speech difficult ; anaesthesia on left side ; dis- 
coloration of skin ; urine alkaline, sp. gr. 1015. 

Right pupil much contracted ; sensibility lost en 
right limb : had a seoond attack in 1865 ; urine 
add, sp. gr. 1022. 

Sensibility deficient in right limb, also numb; 
urine acid, sp. gr. 1018 ; circulation fak. 

Irritability of bladder ; pains in bock and limbs ; 
sensibility and motion of both limbs lost ; urine 
normal; has now good control of sphincters; 
clonic spasms of miiscles. 

Loss of sensibility and motion complete on par- 
alysed side ; speech and mind impaired ; hear- 
ing groatly impaired; imperfect C(»trol of 
sphincters; urine acid. 

Sensibility good, but motion lost in paraljnied 
limbs ; ps^ and stiffness in limbs ; urine odd, 
sp. gr. 1034, contains mucus, but no albumen. 

Sensibility and motion lost in paralyzed side; 
mind impaired ; urine alkaline, sp. gr. 1,016, 
contains mucus and albumen. 

SeoKibUity not impaired ; motion completely lost 
on paralyzed side ; urine acid, sp. gr. 1034, high 
colored, contains mucus. 

The chorea is confined to right side ; very emo- 
tional: squints with right, eye; smsibility in- 
creased and motion considt rably impaired. 

Pain in bock and limbx; tioth senHlbility and 
motion lost ; urine incrca!<cd in quantity, and 
sp. gr. 10-IU, depositing lithates largely. 

Thit patient came in moribund and paralyzed, 
l)ed-soruit on back and limbs. 

Clonic spo-^mK ; ixiins in back and limbs ; sphino- 
turH unlropairod : urine alkolioe, varied in sp. 
gr. from lUlO to 1040. 

Loss of speech and motion in right side of body ; 
sensi)>ility lost in arm and good in leg ; urine 
alkaline, sp. gr. 1015, albuminous. 



rk8ults ani> 
Remarks. 



Sensibility and motion lost completely on left 
side: aphasic for a short time; mind unim- 
paired ; urine normal. 

Has IxHl-son^ ; phthisis ; loss of motion and sensi- 
bility in li*gs ; donic spasms of muscles ; urine 
contained urates in exccMS. 

Has lost control of sphincters ; diseaRe came on 
suddenly with febrile symptoms ; loss of sensi- 
bility and motion in logs. 

Numbness and tingling in afTei^ted limbs, also 
loss of motion : paralysis of sphincter vesicae ; 
speech impaired. 

Paralysis of motion and sensibility on left side : 
speech unimpaired ; urine acid, sp. gr. 1030, 
urates in excess. 

More or less general paralysis; wasting of the 
muscles ; sensibility only hicomplctely lost. 

Temperature 96^ ; more or less general paralysis 
of motion and senidbUity ; slight trembling of 
muscular flbrilla>; f^mptoms sooooedcd an 
attack of typhoid fever. 



Is improving. 

Unimproved. 

Unimproved. 

Improved. 
Improved. 

Unimproved. 

Unimproved. 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Much improved. 

Improved. 

Died. 
Improved. 



On the supposition that 
the trouble was duo to 
syphiUs, Physician-in- 
Chief ordered iodide 
potash in large doses, 
imder which he com- 
pletely recovered. 

Improved. 



Improved. 



Unimproved. 



Was at <nie time inaoie ; 
improved. 

Improved. 



Improved. 



Unimproved. 
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Synoptic Table of Paralytica in R 



KAMB. 



BarroU,M. 



Beck, K. 



Bloom, R. 



Buflohe, L. . 



Eaglea, E. 



jfATnriTY. 



30 Ireland 



SOjIreiand 



Poland 



46 Qennany. 



88 Now York.... 



Englchart, M 35 Ireland 






M. 



W.. 



S. 



w., 



M.. 



Kppersault, E 70 Germany, 



Ckntlemin, C 20 Ireland . 



M. 



OCCUPATION. 



Domestic. 



URRKDITARY 
INFLUKNCES. 



CACSBS. 



Domestic 



Paralysis i n, Trouble, 
mot her*8 
family. 



Wfc 
pl< 



None known. . Cold and ceamticHi Pan 
of 



Pan 



Domestia ;F&tlicr died of Unknown ; probably Rigl 

phthisis. syphilis. gii 



Sewing -ma-, None known., 
chine opera 
tor. 



Worry of mind and, Loft 



exposure. 



gi* 



Domestic Aunt died of laterapcranco 

phthisis. 



Left 



W. . 'Housekeeper . . None known . . Unknown Choi 



S. .. Domestic. 



inland, M. 



Mother died of, Unknown, 
pulmo nary 
disease. 



;i7 Ireland S Tailoress None known. . Unknown 



Prog 
m 



Higl: 
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i the Zlst day of December^ 1870 — Females. 



TIME OP 
ATfACK. 



5 year ago. 



STATE OP 
PULSE. 



years since . 



year ago... 



. seven years 
-» ; aecond, 
»ut three 

tf tj ttgO. 



year .igo 



100 : nervoiu ; 
jerking. 



100; weak. 



62. 



72; weak. 



98. 



82. 



U e 1 e V e n (iS . 
anj .since. 



we com- 104 ; nervona. 
need six 
una since. 



SYMPTOMS AND COMTLICATIOSS. 



RESULT AND 
REMARKS. 



Condition im- 
proved; padent 
inclined to mel- 
anoholia. 



Loss of movement less complete in upper than in lower 
extremity; perspiration excessive; oontrL>l of sphinc- 
ters imi)erfcct, e#Tie<"ially of siihincter v<^cfe ; double 
vision : speech in(Ui<tinet and memory impaired. Patient 
has miscarried Ave timeo. Menses irregular; iirine 
acid, pale in -^lor; sp. gr., 1013; contains mucus and 
a trace of altmmen. 

The patient was suffering from pleurisy when the paraly- Improved. 
sis attacked her. Its approach was marked by increas- 
ing numbness and loss of power in the ower extremi- 
ties, and by the sensation of strictuiv about the abdo- 
men, as thuu{;h from a girdle. Her control over the 
sphiivter vesica; is imperfect. The imtient has mis- 
carried several times. Urine acid, pale in color ; sp. 
gr., 1016 ; contains albumen and is loaded with mucus. 

This patient is quite insane, and it is impossible to obtain Condition 
any purticulurs of her history. Her general health is 
excellent 



nn- 
changod. Has 
been subject to 
fits of nympho- 
mania. 



Condition- im- 
proved. 



The muscles of the tongue are much afl^?cted, and the pa- 
tient can spenk but iitUe. and at times not at alL She 
says that the paralysis was preceded by pain in the 
back. Urine acid; sp. gr., 1010; contains albumen. 

The first attack was one of right hemipletda, from which Condition u n - 
tbe iMitient recovered. Throe yean- nince, after expowure to; Improved. The 
severe weather, she lost power of motion in the left leg. 
and afterwards in the loft arm. Sight nnd speech im 
paired. Patient Kuffen* from lencorrhcea and dysmen- 
orrhcea. Urine alkaline ; sp. gr., 1U18. 



Patient has had but one attack, which occurred at night. 
She ha<l previon-^ly b<«en a hard drinker for three yciirs. 
The seqm-laj of the attack were l(»«w of power in left 
extremities, intense heailache, dimness of sight, loss of 
memory. Urine acid ; sp. gr., 1018. 



patient is hys- 
terical and hy- 
pochondriacal. 



Greatly improv- 
ed. 



years and a 80 
i a}.'o. 



The choreic movements are general, and an? much in. Somewhat im- 
creased when the })atient is siwken to, or attempts any proved by the 
movement General health good. Mind childish, use of ergot 
Urine acid ; sp. gr. 1018. and hypoder- 

mic injections 
of arseuiate of 
potash. 

The first symptom noticed by the patient was a jerking! Tonic treatment 
movement in the mu.scles of the extremities, fonowi«d| and local Fara- 
by grmhuil loss of power and wasting. The left wdo is' dizntion have 
niorc affected than the right The circulation and{ produced a 
senAibility are diminished. Sight blurred. Menstma considerable 
tiun regular. Urine acid, pale in color ; bp. gr., 1028. improvem e n t 

in the pcUient's 
condition. She 
is inclined to 
h ypochondria- 
sis. 

I 

, Patient has had two attacks, the second involving the left Condition a n 
j side to a partial extent. She is demented and slovenly changed. 
1 in her habits. i 
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Synoptic Table of Paralytien in HottpiHd on th 



KAMB. 



Kingaley, E. 



Kls8ic,E.. 



• McOaw, C. 



MiUer, K. 



PuUor, A. 



Rico, M. 



IlodgvrH, C, 



Stewart, C, 



XATIVITY. 



< 



SSIielaad S.. 



OCCUPATIOX. 



67i Ireland. 



W.. 



51 Ireland W.. 



29lzvland 



Domestic. , 



HRREDITART 
INKLUKNClbi. 



CAUSES. 



Honsekoeper . . 



Domestio. 



24 New York.., 



M.. Domestic. 



S... 



Fftctory-girl.. 



Mother died of. Intemperance and 



phthisic: (d»- 
ter phthisi- 
caL 



hard living. 



Grandmot h e r Unknown, 
paralysed. 



None known. 



None known.. 



Unknown. 



Intemperance and 
exposure. 



Loft liemipl» 
gia. 



Left hemiple- 



Partial paraly- 
sis of boUi 
anna& legs. 



Left hemiplc- 



Father died of Exposure to cold and Rheam*toid ar- 



cardiac d i - 
seaMc; mo- 
ther scrofu- 

lOUK. 



damp. 



53 Ireland i W . . Douiestic None known . . Exposure to cold , . 



thzitia. 



fi-1 Nova Soot la. . . \V. . Housekeeper . . None known. . Unlcno^\•n 



•25 New York W. . Domestic. 



Partinl paraly- 
818 of all vo- 
luntary mus- 
cles. 



Left hcraiple- 



Phthisis in mo- Anxiety and over-ex- Rif^ht hemiplo- 
thcr'8 family.' onion. gia. 



187 



SliC daif qf Iketmber, 1970— FomIm— (Gontinaed). 



or 



VTATB OP 
PULSB. 



I 

DMnths ago 84 



yean ago... 106; wvak. 



Twentj-ooe mo^t 



Four Mid a half 
ago. 



80. 



88. 



aiz months ago TA ; weak 



Twojreanand a 93. 
half ago. 



mo's 78 



STMPT0M8 AND COXI'UCATIOSS. 



RRSn.T ASH 
KEMARkS. 



The patient haii had bat one attack, which 
terixed by Iom of power in the left ado and 
of the tauXy bnt wa« not atti*nded by lorn of consuioa^ 
neMi. For a year prvviooidy the paricnt had saffered 
fn>m C( instant pain in the head. The right pupil i» 
permanently dilated. Men«e4 repolar, but vtMy painful. 
Patient miiicarried once, eight years nfru. Urinn f^ntly 
add ; up. gr., lOUO. Patient states thnt fur the year 
praoediiig her admlmoii nhc ha<t abandoned her furraer 
life, and lived aobcriy and propeiiy. 

The patient has slight power in the left leg, but none in 



I 

c^rac- Improved, 
distortion 



the arm, 

tract^d. 

fectod. 



thk* muscles of which are permnnontly con- 
Bpoech indistinct ; sight impaired ; mind af • 



Condition n n < 
changed. 



The attack oocorrcd at night, and upon awakening in the 
morning the patient found her^telf unable to speaks and 
mifering from pains in the limbs, which she could 
move with diiUculty. They had gained somewhat in 
strength at the time of her atlmiadon to the hottpital. 
Sight and hearing impaired; speech indirtinct I*n- 
ticnt in now conflnod to her bod. Urine aUbdinc ; sp. 
gr., 1090. 

< Had Fvphilis aeven years since. Suffem from pain in bnokj ImpiT>\'ed. 
and* Umbe. Menses regular. Urine acid ; sp. gr. 
1018. 

Patient has had sores of a scrofulous nature u{K)n the; 
neck and back. The left elbow joint and right knco-j 
joint ara anchyloeed. Menses regular, began at 11. | 
Urinoadd; tip. gr., lOH. General hotdth excellent. 



Condition u n - 
changed mate- 
rially. 



I 

At the time of her admiwion (July \^ 1870), tho patient 
was unable to walk, and hud but little power in htTj 
hands and anuM. She iwid that she had enjoyed g(KHl 
hoflJih up to tho time of her attack. Urino acid : sp. 
gr., 101:). 



I*atlent is in gncNl 
hetUth and a?* 
well i>rubobly 
OH Aheevcrwiil 
be, tho unchy- 
lonii* l> e i Mg 
comi^cte. 

(JnHitly iTupDv 
cd. Coil nttM' 
wulk and iis^' 
arms pretty 
freely. 



Suffers from pains in the kmck and limbs. The paralyxed Condition u n 



muscles arc more ur lew rigidly contracted. Urino add ; 
sp. gr., 1U!28. 



Patient has harl bnt one attack, which commenced with 



vertigo, after which she w.is imcouMnous for two hours. 
After this sh«) was confined t<> bed, and unablo to move 
or speak f«»r wen weeks. She then ppcovotv*! the 
power of speech. Sho oan now use the k*g tolerably 
welU but cann(^ use tho arm. The mouth i.-* drawn to 
the right, and tho s|)cech thick and hesitating. Patient 
has miscarried twice. Menses regular. Urine acid; 
sp. gr., 1014. 



changed. 



Inii)TOve<l. Pji- 
tu'iit is vt-ry 
emotional, 
laughing ami 
co'ing by turns 
without any 

CMUC, 
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Synoptic Table of the Epileptics in Hospital 



KA3IB. 






Nativitt. 



t 



M ! Occupation 



Hereditary 

iNrLUKN^ES. 



Cause. 



i I 

.Vndcreon, R 38 Canada. 



ArmKtroDg, J . . . 8S Ireland 



Bell, E. 



Betz,ll. 



Bowes, E, 



21 



Now York. . . 



18 New York.. 



96 New York. 



Broqna, M. 



Brown, M. 



26 New York.. 



22 New York... 



W. 



8. 



W. 



S. 



w. 



C.iUahftn, E 16 Ireland i S. 



Charlton, M 20 Now York . . S. 

Cody, C iJl CaiiU4la 



SlXB OF SKULL. 



Circ. a.p.d.,t. d. 

Drefismaker. Siflter ha« cpi- Unknown . 21 
It'pHy. Several 
siBtorB and 
brothers have 
died of phthiB- 
ia. 

Domestic... Parents intem- 
perate. 



TofBor 

AXTACX. 



Domestic, 



Domestic . . 



Mother epileptic. 



I n tomtxT 21 
ate hab- 
its. 



Unknown. 



22 



1 20 V 



Seamstress. 



Waitress. 



Father had can-Unknown. 90 
cer, as had his 
mother and 
grandmother. 
Mother died of 
phthisis. 



903tf 



Father died of;EstablL<h-,20>r 
cudiac dis- ment of 



ease. 



mon'rtru-! 
ation. I 

I 



18)^;1»V At 14 yean 
of age. 



18X 



185^ 



12^ 



12X 



18X 



90. 



18ji^ 17. 



18Si Infiucy. 



14 



10.. 



nx 12^ 17. 



ViH 18*i 



12.. 



'Mother died of F r i >r h t « \ 14 \Z% 6. 



phthim. 



from thf 
bile of a 
dtrtj. 



Unknown. 'i\\. 13i»i,13X' 



Coffin, H 



S. |TaUorc8H. . . . None known . . . . F r 1 p h t 22>£i , 13X 

fnnnstv- 
ere I'un-i 
itshment. i 



13Ji,16. 



:iO New York . . M. nousekecpcr E 8 tablish- 21 \\y. 14 '15. 

ment of , i 

nu*nstru-i 
ation. 

Cos«j?rove, A 2.'{ Kndand . . . . ' S. Domestic Pubt-rt v. . . 21 \ 13>j W,i 15 

. ' 1 I ! I * • , • 1 

Craw-ford, M . . . . .'X A-otlan.l .... S. ' Ma sttxrbii- 20^ 12', 13 22 

! . ; ; I ti..n. 

Daley, M T. In-land W. Seamstress. . ' (irief 22 13\. 13>; 26 



Digez, L VA) New York . . ' S. 

! I ' 

Frosty P 2t» New Jersey . . . . 



I Mother die<i of Unknown . 21 | 13^4 13}.; Infancy . 

phthiRiK. I I I I I 



I Mother eonsumi»- Teeth! ng. . ' 20\' ' 1 2'^ 13'i Infancy . . . 

I live. 1 ' ' 1 I 



1 I 



I the 3Ui of December, \%1^.—Fem/Ae9. 



BrumJiu a:cii OoHruUTIOiit. Bxsi7I/r tsa RuuRih. 



Lfl KbOlPIK, HDCl Is bTpO-IUKI- 



le MDd, uf. gr. l<Ht 



Lu^ i]o«e< nf bromlilD of 
minced tbt) fiWiu^icv fif f 






Vrino neuUil. v. gr. lOltt. 



I rcgslu. UiliiB wid, ap. gr. 1U14, 



Chtlly •nn'uitlr 






*pfl JfndllKlIy tnon-udrd lo 
>. Ill thr« dTUL'> II J.iy, 



fitA ounipantiTvLj 



I timnirj. . 



^ Urim >Hd. piu 



[ddmlHnd jatliiDt hjatehcKl. 

PitlHit taaalwai Uldngliroiiilde 
in jrrTKtuftllr Innqucd iIoka 

Aki. Tbs niJ )U.TII OQUcd 

■mdn Uili tnatmniL sod no 
elhcihiuboan prnlnDolniMti 

Flu Jcvn»vil In frnqiiuiflir. 



i^rniinu gHmnt : id'tik* mmlar. 



SpMnu gnwml ; InlBS thfl t«lpp 
bsRui DC 11. uid ua nttu 
■dd.iip.KT.1IRI. Fatluiibi 



1.^ , miod Im- 
n EinchaJigcd; pttient 



Synaptic •M>U <^ EpOtptin (n 2&vlM I 



U Now York 



HhIow, J... 



Lorthiut, J... 

MpKeon*, M. , , , 'ss'lreUml, . , 



r«rk.T. M. 



phthliliL 



UnkDoira. !1 
Priehti 



FriEhi ai 
.'...T!T."'uiiinai™''30,V 



13^1 



1W 



u lays,,... 
13!^ is.v ».... 



,.J, 



l.n'xh.-i dhNt 



KLiWruf phthiA 
rr phchL<'iiat. | 



Toiini«. a 30 Ireliuiri 3. l>omo*lc.. . . Fnl hmnimot*- 8 o t n r b •M'.i H'ilZ iSnwnllM,. 

11 I I I rr phchi<'iiat. | U-iitliii:. i I I i 
TumlHill, E 63 NVw Yiirk ,.' W. DomtnUc. . . Sun« kuumi Chnniti. of 'JH.': 13 .1S,V +3. 

! I M I I "■•■ I. j _. !„ 1^ 

"■"""■ "|"""*-|''| j |""-"T' I ■■"!■' p'- 

""""Tl""'"""""""'"'""'' ™"' 



i 
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I tJU Slit of December^ 1870.— wF^maJes— (Conidziaed.) 



State of 



Premonitory 
Symptoms. 



&. 



4. very weak. 
S 



None. 



Symptoms and Complications. 



Result and Remarks. 



Spasms gvmeral ; bites tongue : menrnt 
' regular. Urine acid, sp. gr. 1012. 



I. 



k small and 
10 



I 



\, feeble. 
, weak. 



Vertigo. 



DizsinoMi and 
nervousness. 



bites under lip, not 
regular. Urine add. 



Sensation of pins 
pricking the 
breast. 

None 



Spasms general ; 
tongue : menses 

sp. gr. loau. 

Spasms general; has petit mal. Right 
hemiplegia came on 6 years ago after a 
series of fits, fuUowed by atrophy of the 
UmtM. MeniM» began at 13, and are 
regular. 

Spasms general: menses regular. Urine 
acid, sp. gr. lUll : trace of albumen. 

Fita severe and spasms general ; bites the 
tongue. Mcnscn reaidar ; began at 14. 
Urine acid, sp. gr. 1011. 

Spasms general, but slight, 
at 10, and are irregular. 



Menses began 



. full, firm . 



None. 

None. 
None. 



Globus hysteri- 
(*u<« and puiii iu 
head. 



Sparans general; bluencss of integument. 
Urine acid, sp. gr. 10^. 



Spasms general: fits severe; never men- 
struated. Urine acid, sp. gr. 10:24. 

Spasms generaL Urine acid, sp. gr. 1028. 



Much improved. Fits greatly 
diminished in number, and 
patient more rational than 
formerly. 

Improved. Patient is hysteri- 
cal, and her mind is some- 
what impaired. 

Diminished frequency of fits; 
patient's mind impaired. 



Fits infrequent now; patient 
quite demented. 

Patient is idiotic ; frequency of 
fita diminished ; general health 
excellent. 

Fits less frequent. Patient has 
advanced phthisLs, and her 
mind is impaired. 

Patient menstruated for the 
first time shortly after her 
admissiou to the hospital, two 
months since. Fita dimin- 
ished in number, and general 
health improved. 

Fit» very rare now. Pationfi 
mind is much affected. 



Spasms generaL Menses began ac 14, and 
are regular. Urine acid, sp. gr. 1024. 



, feeble. 



■None , 



0,fnU 



Fits less frequent ; patient idiot- 
ic. 

Fits infrequent: patient dull 
and stupid ; general health 
good. 
Scat of convulsions, ri^ht Ride; ha<) petit, FilH infrequent. Patient taci- 
turn and m<'lancholic, but 
qu:irrc1iiome and violent when 
aroused. 

Fitfl diminished in frequency; 
mind gruatly impaired. 



mal; mentics n^^ar. 
gr. 1014. 



Urine acid, sp. 



Fulness 
head. 



m 



Fits very severe; spasms general: right 
limbs are atrophied: menses regular. 
Urine acid, sp. gr. 1028. 

.Spasms general ; bites tongue : menses 

I regular. Urine acid, sp. gr. 1015. 
the {Spasms general; bites the tongut>: has 
petit mal also. Menses began at 14. anil 
are n^^ilar; has leucorrhcea. Urine 
acid, sp. gr. 1010. 



A pecmliar 
in^ in 
head. 



foel- 
the 



Fits diminished in frequency; 
mind much impaired. 

IliM fits but seldom; general 
health bad; syphilis suspect- 
ed. 



Fits usually light and hysterical in char- Mind very feeble ; at times is 



acter; menses irregular. Urine acid, 
sp. gr. 1010. 



maniacal ; 
poor. 



physical health 



taneous. 



Spasms general; bites tongue: mensem Improved, 
re'^lar. Urine acid. sp. gr. 1010. I 

, weak None ; nereis of Convulsions general ; bites tongue : men.<<efl 

the fit instau-i ceased 10 years since. Urine acid, sp. 
gr. 1022. 
I Spasms general, hysterical in character. 
Menses began at 15, and are regular. 
Urine acid, sp. gr. 1019. 
Spa.fms general. Menstmation began at 
10, and is regular. Urine acid, sp. gr. 
1021. 



, weak. 



Frequency of fits diminished, 
but the patient suffers much 
from chronic bronchitis. 

Marked diminution in number 
of fits. Patient is phthisical, 
and her mind id affected. 

Improved. 



None. 



Right limbs atrophied : menses irregular. Fits less frequent ; mind weak. 
I Urine acid, sp. gr. 1016 



Si/mptio Tails of ^S,fiptios in Hospital Oh Utt 



^FWldmDfjMT & 



UiutiDtn- 



i 
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ofDecemher^ 1870. — Males, — 



■tats of 

PULSK. 






■A. 



ntt. 



Prkmomtory 
Symptoms. 



None, 



Muaoee volitantcs 
throe or four 
flajrs before fltft 



Symptoms and Complications. 



ConvnlaionH general ; BomedzneB bitos the 

tongue ; han petit mal. 
Left limbs paralyzed ; sensibility dimin- 

iHhcd in them : flU occur once a month, 

always at night, and mvcral in suocoe- 

Bion; biteii ^e tongue; urine neutral; 

Bp. gr. 1011. 
Cephalalgia ; bites the tongue ; urine add ; 

Rp. gr. lUlO. 
Congenital phimonis; spaRmB general; 

tmible masturbator ; urine add ; 1090. 



Besults and Bemauks. 



Conadonmefls lost.. 



Spasms general; bites the tongue; urine 
alkaline ; sp. gr. 1010. 



Twitching of Bites the tongue, 
right arm. 



Screams 
loudly. 



very 



Sometimes dizzi- 
ness. 



Screams 
lit. 



before 



Spasms general; bites the tongue; rig^ht 
limbs atrophied and palsied ; urine add, 
sp. gr. 1015. 



Convulsions general. 



Improved. 

Very much improved. 



Nearly well. 



Not improved. 



Improved. 

Has had syphilis; says that in 
order to bo exempted from 
service in India took a prep- 
aration which natives nm* tu 
give fits, and that since then 
remained epileptic ; mind im- 
paired. 

Improved. 

Mind impaired. 



Improved. 

Fits general ; bites tiie tongue ; urine add, ; Slightly improved. 

sp. gr. 1010. I 

Consdousnesfl lost ; bites tongue Very much improved. 



Spasms general; bites the tongue; urine 'Memory very defective, mind 

add, sp. gr. 1027. I not good. 

Left pupil larger than right; spasms gen- 'Has mitral regnrfritant murmur, 



eral : d(m*t bite tongue ; urine add, sp. 
gr. 1018. 
Cimsciousness lost; bites tongue 



Petit mal 

Spasms general.. 
Bites the tongue. 



and memory is greatly im- 
paired. 
Improvfd. 



Not improved. 

Improved. 

Improved. 



18 
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EPILEPTIC AND PARALYTIC HOSPITAL 



WARDEN'S EEPORT. 



Warden's Office, Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital, ) 

Blackwell's Island, January 1, 1871. J 

Isaac Bell, Esq., 

. Prmdervt of the Board of Commisaionera of 

Pvhlic Charities and Corrections. 



\ Seb — The Annual Report of the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital is 
' lirarewith respectfully submitted. 

The peculiarity of these diseases renders life in a hospital of this kind 
very monotonous, and during the year affairs have passed in the usual- 
uneventful manner; nothing has occurred out of tlie ordinary routine. 

The general health of the patients has been remarkably good, no 
sickness of epidemic form having occurred.. The comfort of the patients 
has be«n carefully looked to; warm flannel under-clotliing has been 
provided for them, and the facilities for heating the buildings have been 
greatly improved. The diet has been particularly watched ; it is plenti- 
ful and of a good quality, and as much varied as possible. 

It is a matter of considerable importance that officers of suitable 
natnral qualifications have charge of these patients ; in this respect the 
Physician-in-chicf, M. Gonzalez Echeverria, has been fortunate in the 
selection of house physicians during the past year. Doctor A. E. Mac- 
donald has, by his untiring efforts and firmness, reduced the female 
urard to a state of order and decorum, which could only be attained by 
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constant watchfolneaB and care. The pliysioianB of £he male mod 
been changed dnring the year; it is now working \erj 
under the supervision of Doctor Gny D. Daly. There weore in 
Hospital at the date of last report 116 patients, since which time 
have been admitted 118 patients, making a total nnder treatment 
the year of 234. In the meantime 138 have either been diaduuged 
died ; leaving now in the Hospital 96 patients. Tables "A" to "JP* 
ehow the statistical items of importance throughout the year. 

With these patients exercise is absolutely necessary, and evesy ei 
deavor has been made to keep them properly employed ; the^ymnafiii 
is kept in constant use, and as a recreation is thought a great banefiL 

The attendants and nurses have been kind and attentive to the 
patients, dutiful and subordinate in all their intercourse with me, while 
Mrs. Ooodwin, the Matron, has devoted much of her time to the un- 
fortunate inmates of this Hospital 

Thanks are due to the Bev. Mr. Searle of the Lunatic Asylnm, Bev. 
Father Geline of the Alms House, and to the Bev. Edward Oowley o£ 

Charity Hospital, for the kind and faithful manner in which they have 
attended to the spiritual wants of these patients. 

In conclusion, I would beg most respectfully to tender my thanks to 
your Honorable Board, for the kind manner in which you have always 
aided me in carrying out the welfare and interest of this Hospital. 

Very respectfully, * 

JAMES W. SMTTHE, 

Warden. 
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TABLE A, 

\Skawinff the Number of Patients Admitted^ Discharged^ and Died 
during the Year 1870, and the Total Number remaining January 
1, 1871, at the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital, B, L 



- 


MALsa 


Fkmales. 








Native; 


Foreign. 


KatiT& 


Foreign. 




AdHittfil ilnrinfl' thif Tfmr 1H7(X 


16 
84 


88 
52 


81 
18 


86 
10 


116 
118 








Total nnder treatment. 


60 


85 


44 


55 


112 
26 


234 






^ , 


26 
6 


47 
14 


15 
8 


24 
8 




bClTtT. 




mf^^^w ■>■■■■ • 




Total difloharged and died 


82* 


61 


18 


27 




138 




18 


24 


26 


28 


06 
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TABLE C, 

Sunmng the Nativities of Patients Admitted in the Paralytic and 

EpUeptic Hospital dwrvng the Year 1870. 



VUted States 

Ubnd 

Qvmany 

Smiand 

fleotland 

51wr'^n 

fkBioe 

Holland 

P a m iark .... 
Svitxerland. . 

Total . . . 



MALE& 


FEMALB& 


84 


13 


30 


14 


8 


3 


3 


1 


8 
2 




1 


3 

1 
1 

1 












86 


32 



TOTAX. 



47 

44 

11 

4 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 



118 



TABLE D, 

Showing the Ages at time of Admission of Patients Admitted during 
the Year 1870, at the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital j BlachvoeWs 
Island, 



Under 20 yean of age 
From 20 to 30 years. . 
From 30 to 40 years. . 
From 40 to 50 years. . 
From 50 to GO years. . 
From 60 to 70 years. . 
From 70 to 80 years. . 

Total 





• 


MALEa 


FEMALES. 


12 


2 


17 


14 


15 


9 


27 


•4 


10 


2 


3 


1 


2 






86 


32 



TOTAL. 



14 
31 

24 

31 

12 

4 

2 



118 
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TABLE E, 

Shoioing the Civil Condition of Pottienta Admitted dtiring the Teat 
1870 at the Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital^ BlackwetCt li/aA. 



CrviL Condition. 


MALES. 


FBMALEa 


TOTAL 


Sinc-le 


41 
81 


14 
6 

8 


65 


Married 


87 


Widows. 


8 


Widowers 


10 
4 


10 


Unknown 


4 


8 






Total 


86 


82 


118 







TABLE P, 

Shoioing the Profesdon of Religion of Patients Adinitted in the 
Epileptic and Paralytic Hospital during the Year 1870. 



Religion. 



Catholics. . . 
Protestants. 
Unknown . . 

Total 



MALES. 


FEMALEa 


46 

7 


18 
14 


) 



TOTAL. 



64 
47 

7 




32 



118 
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TABLE Q, 



nring the Time of Residence of the Patiente Discharged from the 
Epil^tic dmd Paralytic Hospital during the Year 1870. 





MALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 


• 

\ t^im ^ montha 


38 
11 
10 

14 


8 

6 

7 
18 


46 


n 3 to 6 months 


17 


n 6 to 12 montlis 


17 


r 12 monthn. , . , 


32 






Total 


73 


39 


112 







TABLE H, 
Tcihle of Deaths and their Causes during the Year 1870. 



FIBST CAUSE. 



ma 



SECOND CAUSE. 



lental Drowning 

Mi Disease. IRheumatism . 

'hcea. Heart disease 

phalitis 

Dgitis 

Apoplectic Pit 

monia 

ysis of the Heart 

-essive Muscular Atrophy, 
aing of Brain 



Myelitis 

Chronic Myelitis 

Epilepsy. 

Apoplexy 

from Bedsores, Parotitis, Sup- 
puration, Epilepsy, and Pa- 
ralysis 

Paralysis 

Cerebral Apoplexy 

from Inanition. Lead Paralysis 

Paraplegia. 



Asthenia 

Disease of Heart. 






18 Fever, 
aon 



Epilepsy 

Asthenia and Cerebral Softening 



Cerebral Apoplexy , 

of Base of Brain, Periencepha- 
litis and Epilepsy from &ac 
ture of skull 



Total. 



MALES. 



1 

2 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



FEMALES. 



6 



TOTAL. 



2 
2 
2 
1 
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Shoioing the form of Disease of those Discharged at the Epileptic 
j/ospifal dunng the Year 1870. 



F0B](OrntHIU!S& 


RECOVntElk 


lOTBOVEn. 


IMITUVED. 


OSIHPBOVT) 


!i^;^ 


TOTAU 




»• 


y. 


». 


'■ 


w. 


-■ 


"• 


'■ 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 










■ 
















SO 


"a 

1 
















u 
1 
















" 


9 


■ 


> 


la 








"^i-iii^us? ?""": 












^'&^^ ^ 








„ 














1 




















10 




a^j mi.l Tjuhm 










1 














01 > 
























1' 














1 












J 












1 






' 




1 


I 












s 














1 
























1 




















a 
























'1 


«l 1. 


.11 » 


M 


" 




' 


{a 


ts 
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TABLE J, 

MaUoiCs RipoH of Chithing and Bidding made at tlie Ejn!ep/ic 
and rufjhjtic Iloxj'iial dwdng the Year 1S70. 

pink Jrcssoa 50 

SEunIiii cliemiscfl 50 

Red (lajiiifl cliumisnH 140 

Kersey |H!lticM)ntH fiO 

Mvislin shirts 150 

Liiioii imiitaU».iis (pairs 'rfj 100 

Woollen imiit^iluOH!- Umira ofl 100 

SllCOtH ISO 

PiUow-ciiseH 50 

Red n^uQi-l Umwers (jiairB of) IW 



Shewing the Daily 



MONTHa 



January 



February 
March. . . 



April. 
May . 



June 
July . 



August 



September 
October . . . 



November 
December 



Total 



Average 
Nombera. 



122 



118 



121 



122 



125 



120 



105 



108 



106 



106 



108 



105 



1,366 



Average 113. s;^ 



Provisions. 



• c. 

819 73 
512 48 
567 06 
567 16 
643 00 
535 82 
453 14 
477 27 
441 50 
487 44 
634 09 
411 02 



$6,549 71 



$545 81 



Monthly 



• c. 

6 71 9. 

4 34 3. 
4 fo% 6. 

4 64 8. 

5 24 4 
4 46 5. 
4 31 5. 
4 41 9. 
4 46 5. 

4 59 8. 

5 87 1. 
3 91 4. 



$57 77 7. 



$4 81 6.{ 



[To face page 309.] 
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KEPOKT OF WARDEN. 



Hospital of Incurables Depaetbient, ) 

January 1, 1871. f 

Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of Commissionera of 

Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

Sib — The Annual Report of the Hospital for Incurables, with the 
accompanying tables and statements, is respectfully submitted for your 
consideration. 

Tliis institution, provided for the afflicted for whose diseases there is 
no remedy, continues to excite the deepest interest, as a home for suffer- 
ing humanity. As no hope of a cure can be entertained, the only alle- 
viation of their condition is in the humane efforts of those intrusted 
^th their charge, and these efforts are directed in the best manner that 
experience can teach, or tender care suggest. The ample provision 
^ade for their comfort, by your Honorable Board, is all that can be 
desired; the orderly and nurse, with competent help, are always ready 
^® supply their wants, and there is daily medical attendance, to relieve, 
^ far as possible, their sufferings. 

1 n addition to the care of their temporal needs, the ministers of re- 
"S^on furnish spiritual consolation, as each may have a preference. 

Ihe Matron is untiring in her supervision, and to the best of my 
*^ility I endeavor to carry out the views and wishes of your Honor- 

rt>le Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES BEACH, 

Warden. 
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Statement of IIosprrAL fob Incurables. 

V 

Nninber of inmates remainmg December 31, 1869 J7| 

Number of imnates received daring the year 1870 K i 

Number of inmates discharged daring the year 1870 2S 

Namber of inmates died daring the year 1870 76 

— 99 

Namber of inmates remaining December 31, 1870 91 

Males S 

Females 54 

Total 99 

Natives , 19 

Foreigners 81 

Total 98 



N'ativitles of Inmates of the Hospital for Incitrahles^ admitted 

durififj the Year 1870. 



COUNT RIEa 



MEN. 



WOMEN. 



TOTilfc 



Natives 

Ireland 

England 

Germany , 

Other countries. 



5 



36 
2 
5 
2 



8 
31 



2 



2 
2 



13 

67 

4 

7 
4 



50 



45 



95 
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yifativitiea of Inmates of the Hospital for Incfwroihles who have died 

during the Year 1870. 






COUNTRIEa. 



Vidted States . . 

freland 

fcglaTid 

Germany 

fleotUind 

Other countries 



MEN. 


WOMEN. 


5 


6 


33 


22 


2 


• • • • 


2 


3 


1 


• • • • 


2 


• • • • 


45 


81 




• 



TOTAL. 



11 
55 

2 
5 
1 
2 



76 



Tliere were seventy-six (76) deaths of inmates in the Hospital for 
Incurables during the year 1870. The following were the causes : 



DISEASES. 



Aortic and mitral insufficiency. 

ABthma 

Asthenia 

Apoplexy 

I^ight's disease 

Bronchitis 

CSrrhosis ot liver 

Omcer of the breast 

Cudiac disease 

Dysentery 

Debility and age 

Gangrene 

Hemiplegia 

CBdema of lungs 

*toaplegia 

Rithjsis pulmonalis 

ftieumonia 

Peripneumonia longa 

Pleurisy 

Peritonitis 

Pyonophrosis 

Scnectus 

Tuberculosis 



MEN. 



7 
1 
2 



1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
3 
3 
1 
1 



Total 



1 
4 
2 

45 



WOMEN. 



1 
1 
3 
1 

3 



6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 

31 



TOfAL. 



1 

1 
10 

1 
10 

1 

2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
6 
2 
9 
4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
9 
4 

76 



^ 






ates of the Hospital for Incurahlea admitted dm 


J 






the year 1870. ] 




iasB. 


UEH. 


1 


TWTAI^ 






2 


S 


4 




>tweBD 30 anii 40 yeara. . 
twccn 40 and 50 yeare. . 




5 

7 


2 

7 


7 
14 












twesD fiO and 70 years. . 




12 

7 


10 
8 


33 

IS 








tween 60 and 90 yearn . 




a 

1 


9 

1 


15 








weea 100 nnil over 






















Total 


60 


45 


BS 




trrmsiona, Dischirgea, and Deaths in InauraUei Hospital for ih* 




Tear 1870. 






ADunstona 


DlBOOiBaEB. 


Deaths. 




\ 


1 


^ 


g 
1 

K 


1 


1 




& 


1 


^ 

S 

^ 


1! 




& 


1 










7 


I 


1 


7 


8 


1 


I 




2 


S 


2 


a 






t 




Febniaty. . . 




« 


1 


It 


10 




1 




1 


1 1 


2 


1 




3 


A 




Wamh, 


































April 




y 




7 


7 


1 


4 




f> 


Ti 


(1 


4 




H 


10 






































J^e. 




1 


I 


4 


R 


il 


« 




4 


5 


a 


2 






4 




July 

AogMt..... 


































s 


1 


(1 


7 




1 




1 




1 


3 






'1 






4 


















II 






IH 


"t 






4 




h 






1 




1 












'1 


NoTOmber. . 




it 


















1 

B 


a 




9 
S 
















<J 


Total.. 


50 


45 


13 


83 


"95" 


"iT 


la" 


2 


21 


S3 


45 


31 


11 


^|- 









































Showin 



MONTHS. 



January 

February... 

March. 

ApriL 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. . 
October .... 
November. . . 
December . . 

Total. . . 

Average 



Average 
Naznbera. 



95 
104 
108 
98 
95 
92 
93 
97 
98 
96 
96 
97 



1,169 



97 



Pioviaioiu. 



Monthly C 



764 06 
631 34 
633 12 
712 93 
691 83 
664 21 
657 25 
686 80 
641 63 
671 84 
766 48 
603 58 



$7,525 07 



$627 08 9.2 
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DISEASES TREATED AND BESULTS. 




Diseases of or^rana of digestion 
Diseases of organs of respiration 
Diseases of organs of circulation 
Diseases of nervous Bvstcm 
BrighVs disease of kidney. 
Acute infectious diseases. 

Malarial fevers 

Uterine diseases 
Rheumatism 
Venereal diseases 

{Dislocation of hip 
Dislocation of shoulder. . . 
Craniotomy, 
Greneral surgery 



SECOND DISTEICT, SIXTH WARD. 



I beg leave to present my report of services rendered as District 
Physician. Please remember that tlie statistics are for a six mouths' 
service, I having been District Physician only for that length of time. 
Several items of information, asked for in tlie printed form, cannot be 
given witii exactness. 

First, The number of persons kept from hospital is estimated at 
twenty-eight. I examined my record book carefully, and excluded all 
but those I had good reason to believe would have gone to hospital if 
they liad not received free treatment outside. These twenty-eight per- 
sons received seven hundred and eighty-five days' treatment — more 
than equivalent to the occupation of nineteen beds in hospital for 
forty days. 

Second. As to the number of patients who had already received 
hospital or other relief. I made no inquiries on this point, and have 
no means of estimating the number with any exactness. 
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Vird. As to the nativity of the parents of the patients, I did not 
r tliat infonnation was desired on this point ; but as, during my 
three months here, I did not have a single patient who was bom 
iC United States, I made inquiries on this point for my own satis- 
on. I have had charge of but one child boni of American 
Dts, and of but one adult born in the United States. I would not 
e from this that the native-bom population preferred other sources 
ledical relief, for I believe the contrarJ^ It is owing to the char- 
• of the population of this ward. With the exception of twenty 
iirty American families in good circumstances, the ward is inhab- 
abnost exclusively by foreigners. 

the column " No. of New Patients," are included aU new 
jnts, adults and children. I suppose this is what is intended, even 
gh there is another column for statistics respecting children. 

ou will notice a large number of visits in proportion to the office 
ultations. I think that this will show the usefulness of the Dis- 
Physician's service, and that the ground is not covered by the 
ensaries. No patients were visited if able to attend at office or 
ensary. It is true there is a visiting physician attached to the 
ensary, but he makes but one, or at most two visits to any one 
ent, 

here would bo more office consultations if the patients could obtain 
p medicines without losing the time necessary to visit the dispen- 
of the (). D. P. Department. As it is, they prefer going to the 
7 York Dispensary, where the medicines are furnished at same time 
le advice. 

Very respectfully, 

L. D. SPROAT, 

Physician Second District. 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 








Disease. 

I 


1 


1 

9 

o 


1 


.2 
Q 




1 

•§9 


^^^« 


2 
8 
8 
9 

7 
1 
3 
1 
8 
5 
4 
8 
4 
3 

15 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
3 
9 
2 
4 
1 
2 
5 
2 

23 
1 
2 
2 
1 

140 


2 
3 
3 
5 

"h" 

4 
...... 

"3* 
2 
1 










^^[i^fi^ 










HB^^mT 










^D^I*M«**itis 


4 
4 








^MpMiVff ^i"i*n<B4» 


I 


2 








^■lip^lAA #1iBAA«A 


2 
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1 




^Bfl|ln1ii,iB fpAlvinl _ 




^|VlBrinin trTAm'^TY* „ , 


1 


1 
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^^^Bp"^^^^^ • 


4 
2 
4 








^^^''iflMCDtft 








Bio^pttT 








■far (inWmittflTit) 








^^B ** frelftPRinir) 






13 




^B \»w«™tFraiiig/ 

■ (acarlet 








^m PH^'i^' dianaite ^ ^ , 




1 






^B ^Hw caseii X X 


'"2" 

4 
2 
1 

"2" 

3 

1 

2 

18 








^v InlxiooidfiA (wormii) , 










^V MMlleil 4 ^ . ......... .......... 










^K fc?oiihacri» 


1 
2 
4 








■ Ital;.!*!^........ 


"3" 


1 
1 
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^B BUrufy 




^B nMlTnoiliA . * * .... X 






1 




H raDl^if^ of rftctrnm 


1 






H PifenftioTi of nrinf* 




1 






4 






B fctttroke. 
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•••••• 


W 










65 


40 


6 


26 


3 







■paia oBipino 


. 


;„». 


:~i 




1 


■pMnO-uaipino 




' s 






" s 




-ijonoooy JO -ok 


T 


\ — 




n f 




■»n»m»t9y,ii>paa 


==-■ '=aS35- = 


SS 


THjidwH o» 4<«>S 


- 


J93) 


i"" i i" 


: 2 


•psia •|nBi»«d 




;"°" i : :" 


; - 


■ptuwipariiBR^j 


vet-''i'>ani-»«e 


" 3 


■pamO -juBrpy 


sasssssssss 


s s 


™ao JO -"s 


S5?l;3BSS»S5 


5 3 


■n^w so -OS 


ssms^ssss'. 


s 1 


-■J «»N jo -ON 


saggsgaaissi 


s 3 




Ttwom 


2 = = — '==335= 




1 


1 


i 


lit. 


i 



I 



I 

III 



HI 

sl-l 



.1 1 



DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 
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FOUKTU DISTRICT. 



HOKTOS. 
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DIHEA8S» TREATED ASD RESULTa 



I>uiijnL 



Fhthidi.... 
AMitM 



Fttriosrditifl 

f^fift^ifi^iP-^^f^ •■•••••■•■••••••■••• •••• 

Apofklez. Pol 

Bplnal aflbctioii f. 

^BfllUDM* ••••■••••••••••••••••••••• • 

EoMBIA £00. ..••.•••»••••••■•••••••• • 

SoTofola , 

Epilepsy 

PaL congest 

Constipation. • 

Contusion 

Decrepitude 

Climacteric 

Uterine displacement 

Abscess 

Greneral debility 

Syphilis, sec 

*Caries hmneri 

Concussion cer 

Unclassified. 



* Surgical operation. 



I 



i 



4 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 



80 



2 
2 



1! 



2 



2 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



24 



S 



J. H. GUNNING, M.D., 

Fourth DMrUt Phi/sici 






FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To tAe Sbnorable The Board of C'omviissioners 

of Public Charitiea and Correction. 
Gentleubk — I have the honor to send in the accompanying Btatis- 
ial report of the work dene in this District for the past year. Its 
iiecimpleteiiese, in some reepectB, ie due to my boiog unable to obtain 
M records of all the casee. That difficulty will be provided for in 
btare, as full and complete records are now being kept of all cases. 

Notwithstanding the fact that there are two large dispensaries 
btated in this District, my report, incomplete as it necessarily is, fully 
fnres the necessity and nsefulnesB of this organization. 

Bespectf ally submitted, 

C. W. BADEAIT, M.D^ 

Distri^ Physician. 
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DISEASES TREATED AIH) BBSULTB 



DI8BA8& 



Abioea of thigh 

Ajienriam, aottia 

Bronohitifl, acnte. 

Gonstipation 

Contaaon of hip 

Dyipepoa 

IHarrhoea 

Dysentery. 

Bothyma 

Epilepqr 

Emdometritia. 

Fraotore of tibia and fibula 

Fracture of radinsi 

Fractnre of fibola. 

Fever, intermittent 

Fever, relapsing 

Fever, typhoid 

Phthisift 

Peritonitis, acute 

Pregnancnr 

Bhenmatum, acute. 

Syphilis, constitutional.... 

Scold, extensive. 

Sprain of back. 

Scalp-woand 

Synovitis, shoulder 

Sanstroke 

Scarlatina 

Tonsillitis 

Ulcer of leg 



1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
8 
8 
8 
2 



5 
o 

1 



Total. 



2 
2 



2 
8 
8 
2 



1 
1 
4 
2 



1 
2 



5 



1 
3 
2 
5 



r>o 



i5 



4 
1 




6 

1 



1 
I 



13 



>> 



N.B. The above are all the cases of which I could obtain full records. 



C. W. BADEAU, M.D., 

Districi Phyaician Fifth DisttHa. 
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DffiEASES TREATED AITO RESULTS. 






DiSRASB. 


1 
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-d 
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1 




810 
105 

18 

7m 

78 
83 

122 
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630 
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83 

88 
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14 
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1,033 


1,889 


106 


43 


80 









DAVID BBEEBS, A.R, H.D., 

Phgtteian Sixth DMrU. 
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DISBABBB TRBATBD AJSfD BBSXTLTa 



DiSBASB. 



AiuBmiA.. ••..••••••.••••..•.••••••/. 

Asthma 

BlindnMi , 

Bronohitia. , 

Catarrh, Ghwteio , 

Conjimotiyitifl , 

Con8tii>ation 

ContoBion, Eye , 

Contosion, Hip , 

Deafness. 

Delirium iSronens 

Diarrhoea 

Erysipelas , 

Fever, Blalarial 

Fever, Relapsing , 

Fracture, Bib 

Gastralgia 

Gleet..... 

Hemoniioids 

Inaanitjr. 

Laceration Vagina 

Lnmbricoides 

Liver, Malarial Enlargement 

MeasleA 

Metrorrhagia 

Myalgia 

MitnQ Lesion 

Necrosis, Humerus 

Pharyngitis. , 

Phthisis Pulmonalis 

Phthisis and Bright^s Disease. 

Pulmonary Hemorrhage 

Pityriasis. 

Pneumonia 

Parturition 

Pvarthrosis 

Rhenmatism, Acute 

Rheumatism, Chronic 

Sciatica, Traumatic. 

8prain 

SyphiliB, Tertiary 

Tonsillitis. 



Total 






4 
8 
1 
8 
2 
1 
8 
1 
1 
8 
1 
8 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
11 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



73 



8 



8 
8 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 



1 
1 



1 
2 



1 
1 



1 

i 



35 






8 
1 
1 



1 



5 



17 




1 
9 
1 



3 
1 



8 



1 
1 



1 
7 



Of the 72 patients, 35 were males, 37 females ; single 38, married 23, 
widowed 11=72. Adults, 47; minors over 14, 10 ; children 15 =-72. 
Lived with family, including domestics at service, 50 ; boarded, 8 ; un- 
known 14=«=72. 
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Occupations. 



ricklayers 2 

arpetweaver 1 

lerks 2 

oachmen 2 

k>mestic8 3 

rardener 1 

[ousekeepers 21 

aborers 9 

lilliner 1 

^arasolmaker 1 

Wter 1 



Salesman 1 

Seamstresses 3 

Shoemakers 2 

Shop girl 1 

Tailor 1 

Upholsterer 1 

Waiters 2 

Watchman 1 

Children without occupation . . 16 



Total 



72 



Ion. Isaac Bell, President 

In submitting the above report I have very little to add by way of 
aq)lanation to the report submitted at the close of November, 1870. I 
hen gave at length the results of my experience as District Physician. 

To one point I would call attention, viz., that recently the existence 
>f this means of relief has become known more generally to the poor 
)f my district. This I infer from the fact that of the 72 persons treated 
luring this year, 18 (one fourth of the whole) appear as new patients 
inring the last month of the year. I may mention that during the 
present year this increased number of applications has continued. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

LEROY MILTON YALE, M.D., 

Physician to Seventh District. 
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■a II "Is 



UrtioMrik 

Pmtktitu 

NaDnlsla 

f nniDDlM 

Dyipepitk 

PtwrTDgitiR 

^>litU7 calmiliu . . . 

Ph^modi 

GoQcnflBion of bmia 

Saia'iicii 

Sou-let Eev«- 

Unuica 

Bphemenl fever 

Soal^ 

ToiuimiJi 

Prolkpnu uii 

PiiaDiiionia 




To the Board of Commiaaiojiera of 

Pvhlic Charities and Correction. 



Gkstleseem — I have tlio honor to siihrnit tho following report of the 
woi'k done, and the results accomplished in the Eighth District for tlie 
year ending Dec. 31,1870. 

Owingtothefaet that my predecessor, Dr. E. L, Keyes, kept no memo- 
randa ill regard to some of the details specified in tlie report, some of 
the figures in the accompanying tables arc merely approximative. Such 
is the case with the numl}ei"8 under the heads " No. of Visits," and 
" No. of Office Consul tatioUB." The same is true of the number of 
patients kept from the hospital, and of tho number specifying nation- 
ality, aa well as of the number who " had received hospital or other 
relief." 



But the estimates, when necessitated, Iiave been made with such care 
and judgment, that they may be nesumed to be very close approxima- 
tions to the truth, and for general purposes may be relied npoii. 
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the first table, the numbers answering to the specifications for the 
five months of the year, viz., from January to May inclusive, are 
), and cover the whole period specified, as indicated in the 
by the brace ( — ■ — ). 

The number of long standing chronic cases that have been kept 
the hospital we judge to be about thirty-four. Four of these 
mider treatment for about six months. Several of these cases are 
ander treatment. 

I would note the occurrence of four cases of relapsing fever. The 
which happened since my connection with the Board, and therefore 
under my own observation, occurred in the same family, occupy- 
two adjoining rooms. The circumstances were those of abject 
and destitution. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

N. B. EMEESON, M.D., 

Physician, Eighth District. 



NINTH DISTKICT. 



MoNTiia 
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1 
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1 
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18 
10 
15 

11 
14 
3D 
20 
33 
34 
40 
41 
33 


72 
«4 
44 
50 
73 

eo 

63 
70 

81 
&5 
101 
G5 


33 
SI 
30 
19 
90 
17 
14 
30 
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Total Diunbcrof pcrsoHB tnntcd during jaa... 
" " " kept fiom Hoapitttl... 
" " da;9 trentmeat of lattei 

NATmrr. 

D.*.isu»^|';;"£:y»".';'':;:;: iS 

iMlmJ I'M 

Germnny 19 

ScotUcd , 3 

Total 30B 



3G9 

1,000 (»pproxiraatiTp), eqnivalent to 35 
40 days Each. 

Total So, (reHted 

No, that had roccivcd HospiUl or 

other relief. 

No. that httd not received Hoapitil 

or uther relief 

Unknown 

Total - 
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DISEASES TREATED AND RESULTS. 



Disease. 



chitis 

mctivitis 

apation 

Be« 

nun tremens 

Aorrhcea. 

nuxtk. . . .••••• • . . . 

Benorrhoca. 

i{ielM 

intermittent 

Harked 

Etemittent 

rjrphus 

ryphoid 

torea — 

if arm 

if ooILur bone 

y>m&' 

iflesp 

ifribe 

niant Pnstula. .... 
algia- 

facial 

(f bowels 

fiatfmatic 

orrhoea 

bricoides 

ipsuft uteri 

.psas recti 

les 

Mis (hip) 

illitis 

Uis— 

IcQtc 

Hironic 

axis 

tonary hemorrhage 

monia 

isy 

matism 

ica. 

ns 

iiis 

BT — 

f liver 

f breast 

ling in children . . 

imesenterica 

anus 

trhcea 

JoW 



No. of 
Cases. 



2 

1 
1 

20 
8 
4 
2 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 

58 
1 

51 
2 
5 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

5 
1 
4 
3 
8 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 

2 
22 
2 
3 
2 
2 

1 
1 
4 

1 
1 
5 



5 
2 
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Cored. 



20 
7 
2 



4 
3 



58 

1 

51 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



2 

1 
4 
1 
6 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 



1 
1 
1 



1 
1 



2 
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i above report is respeotfnlly submitted. 



Relieved. 



1 
1 
1 



Died. 



To 

Hospital 



Lost Sight 
of or und*r 
Treatment 



1 
2* 



o 



2 



o 



2 
5 



2 
2 



17 
1 
2 



Lost S. ol 



1 
2 



3 



I 1 

Lost S. of. 



37 



10 



13 



15 



W. P. WORSTER, M.D., 

Physician of Xinth District. 
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TENTH DISTRICT. 

To Isaac Bell, Esq., President^ etc. 

Sir — I have the honor to submit the following report of the work 
done in the Tenth District for the year endnig December 31, 1870. 

Four hundred and sixty-three patients have received medical aid at 
the hands of the District Physician during the past year. There have 
been seven hundred and forty seven visits, and two hundred and 
seventy-seven office consultations, making a mean of 2.24 consultations 
to each patient. 

Eighteen cases of phthisis have been treated with considerable bene- 
fit generally ; two have died only. This is a class of y)atient8 which 
will derive more benefit from this kind of treatment than any other. ! 
Tliey are always sick for a length of time, varying from four montlis i 
to as many yeare, and really need constant care and watching, which, | 
if ])()or, tliey can get in no otlier way. Crowded hospitals are not the 
phices ]>eKst iitted for the treatnieut of consumptives l)y any means; 
exercise in the open air, with proper nourishment, proves to be the best 
trcatmcMit as yet discovered for this class ; and this is only secured by 
this mode of treatment. 

The eighteen cases of phthisis with nine of debility, requiring treat- 
ment for a long time, and thirteen cases of obstetrics, besides several 
citses of fracture, have been kept from the hospitals ]>y having timely 
treatment at their homes ; thirteen have died ; live have been sent t*> 
the hospitals ; two were still under treatment at the end of the year ^ 
and four hundred and forty-one have been either cured, benefited, or 
have never returntid to report the results. 

As a rule, the classes applying for aid are worthy objects of cliarit^'? 
and are very modest in their demands, often exhibiting a desire to A* * 
with as little as possible rather than give any trouble or inconvenience^ 
to the physician or department. 
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The indoeed report is not perfectly correct, owing to there having 
been no regiater of patieiito until the 25th of May, 1870, in tliis Dis- 
trict, and also owing to the change of pbysicianB, which make it more 
diiEcalt to make a perfectly accurate report. Eflsentially it is correct. 
Some few matters had to bo made by estimate. 

The appended tabular form of diseases gives only those treated since 
Ibj 25, 1870, as no record was kept before that date. 

Very respectfully, etc., 

GEO. II. BUTLER, M.D., 

Physician, Tenth Diatrici. 
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Total nambet of penoni treated daring ye v, 463 ; kept from Uoapitol, 4(X 
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The ftbovs tobolftted form of diseue> inoladeB only thon fcom'May S5 bi the end of the ytai ; 
before that data no reooid of dinue wu kept. 

GEOBGB H. BUTLER, 
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ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

the Commiasionera of 

Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

GsNTLEMEN — I have the honor to report that daring tlie past year it 
been my privilege, in the Out-door Poor District assigned to my 
to cure or alleviate the sufferings of 223 persons. 

The details of each case will be found in the appended statistical 
Mble. 

Beference to the latter will show that the majority of those having 
fneeived medical treatment were of American nativity, a class of all 
cAen entitled, if destitute, to relief from the city. 

A large number of patients have, by timely as well as long continued 
jnedical treatment and advice at their homes, been kept from going 
bio hospital, and thus a great saving to the public expense has resulted. 

It is gratifying to state that no epidemic has visited this district. 

The most prevalent disease has been intermittent fever, caused un- 
doubtedly partly by the drought of last summer exposing many sur- 
&oe8 previously covered by water to the influence of the sun's rays (I 
wgeak especially of tliat tract bounded by Eighth avenue. Fifty-ninth 
street, Boulevard, and Eighty-sixth street), and pai-tly by the turning 
op of new earth during the construction of the new Boulevard, cross 
streets, and sewers in the upper portion of this district. 

Vaccination has been urged and practised upon many persons at 
tlleir homes, securing to them tliis privilege, and at the same time 
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guarding the pablio from a dangeroiiB olaaB,who roun st hage i 
tectad, eimply beoanse they are unwilling to take the i 
to seek the safegoard. 



In conclnaion it gives me pleasiire to Btate, that I have always finind^ 
the recipients of your mimificence grateful for the same. 

Beepeotfully enbmitted, 

JOmf C. JAY, Jr., M.D., 

Phydoian to the Eleventh JHstriaL 
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Total number of pcnaDS treated dnring feu 2S3 

" " kupt from Ho«pital 41 

" days treatment of latter 735, oqiuvatent to IS beda forMdiTi ei 

Total No. treated, 333. 

KtTiTiTT.— United States, 143; Iieland, 64; German;, 36, 
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DISEASES TREATED AND BESULTa 



Disease. 



leiperal state. 

zoffola , 

lenitiB 




Died. 



To 
Hospital 



srvicittis uteri. . . 
M|. of scarlatina 

reg^nanc J. 

cyeipelas 

hemnatlBni. . . . . , 

MMria>i:iTift. 

kthisis. 

r%fat*8 disease . 
izdiac disease . . 

■taxrh 

ODoniicEa 



pfruxiB 

lioleTa morbus 

Ibmninuria 

(feorrhoea , 

kjrihema , 

Taocination 

atemiilteiit fever. . 

Kelapfdiig fever 

ftabeola 

C<mjanctivitis 

Ephemeral fever 

B^spepsia 

Stnuna 

Aoconchment 

loflam. of navel 

Fancitis. 

Hjdrocele 

Cystitis 

Sjnovitis, 

Syphilis. 

Debility 

fironchitis 

^"taalysis of bladder. 

Constipation. , 

**ttraJgia , 

ftieumonia , 

^mexnia. 

5abo 

**lp wound. , 

**6ma 

|J^enorrh(jca 

I^lorosis 

xtroversion uteri. . . 
^Jtseps operation. . 
<^ica pictonum 



1 
2 
3 
2 
11 
3 
7 
7 
2 
6 
6 
2 
6 
2 
2 
1 
16 
25 
3 
2 
8 
1 
4 
1 
4 
1 
2 
4 
1 
2 
3 
6 
9 
2 
4 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
5 
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Bespectfnlly snbmitted. 



If C. JAT. Jb., M.D., 

PJ^rieian to the EktittUA DtitriA. 
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BUEEAU OF MEDICAL AND SURGICAL RELIEF 



FOR THE OUT-DOOE POOR 



New York, January 17, 1871. 
tton. Isaac Bell, 

President Boa/rd of Commiasianera of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Dbab Sm — From the inauguration of the Bureau of Medical and 
Siargical Relief for the Out-door Poor, the usefulness and benefit of 
tlie institution to the- sufFering poor has been evident 

It must be a source of pleasure on the part of your Honorable Board to 
^'tiiess the great good resulting from the establishment of this Bureau. 
I . -Maiiy of the patients who do not desire to enter the Hospital are now 
^^^c^iving benefit from it, and can remain at their own homes. 

Ihe increase of the number of patients for a dispensing charity, is 

beyond the estimate any one could have made. Every year has 

^^tified to its advantages. This year the increase amounts to the same 

last year — of new patients 16,850. Commencing at the outset, four 

rs ago, with only fifteen patients, at present it reaches the large 

& strife of 59,430 visits made by patients who have received its benefits. 



It is also a source of great pleasure to the Consulting Board to recog- 
nize, from the Apothecary's Report, the large decrease of expenditure 
Over last year. The Apothecary's Report accompanies tliis report, which 
'Will fully explain itself. The Consulting Board refer especially to the 
ifiarked cleanliness of the institution, in the various rooms and offices. 



tlirougli the efficiency of the present invaluable Assistant Apotheorj, 
Mr. E. W. Close. The CoiiBulting Board would commend to vonr Huu 
orable Body as worthy of a favorable coueideratiou the applicatiuolie 
has sent through the Cooaulting Board, and they hope his wishes miy 
meet with encouragement. 

The attendiug staff of physicianH and surgeons have, everj month 
during their attendance, been reported to yon as to theirpnnctmilil)' 
and the time of tlieir attendance. Changes and resignations haveoc- 
curred incident to so large a staff. Their places have beeu iramediatalj 
tilled by the gentlemen of the Consulting Board. Every thing his 
moved on perfectly harmoniously, and all the yonng gentlemen ue 
anxious to discharge their duties faithfully, which they have doneiiiwl 
with punctuality and regularity during their attendance. 

The following changes iu the attendiug staff have been made dnring 
the year: — Department of Diseases of Women, Dr. Win. T. Lufili,n- 
signed; Dr. 11. F, Walker, appointed. Diseases of Children, Dr.H 
Pinkney, resigned ; Dr. F. A. Castle, appointed. Diseases of Eysa» 
Ear, Dr. E. D. Hudson, resigned ; Dr. II. Strong, apiwiutcd. DisoW 
of Chest, Dr. H. Iliunphrey, resigned ; Dr. F. II. Bosworth, appointed; 
Dr. E. G. Janeway, resigned ; Dr. Geo. Wheelock, appointed. Kg»- 
tive Organs, Dr. II. S, Kimballj resigned ; Dr. Horace Williumi,^ 
pointed. Diseases of Ner\es, Dr. Castle, appointed. Diseases of Slan, 
Dr. Henry Skiff, resigned ; Dr. Read McKay, appointed. Orthopffldiw 
Surgery, Dr. Geo. Butler resigned ; Dr. H. E. Jones, appointed. 

In conelusion, the Consulting Board present to your Honorable Bm« 
their thanks for the efficient and prompt snpport you lend to Aw" 
wishes and advice in the various circumstances which spring 1^- 
necessary for the benoht institutions of this class demand. 

The Consulting Board cannot dismiss the subject of their rcptft'"*^ 
any justice, if they did not refer to the attention the Warden, '"• 
Brennaii, bestows ujwn the institution, for its advancement anil**'' 
fai-e. 




F 



Ur. Frej, the Apothecary, claime favorable coDsideration for the 
diachai^ of the duties belonging to his deparment. 



AiEx. B. Morr, M.D., 



ISAAC G. TAYLOR, M.D., 

President. 
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APOTHECARY'S REPORT. 



Bdbeau of Medical and Surgical Relief } 

FOR OUT-DOOE PoOR, V 

Bellevue IIosPtTAL, January, 1, 1871. J 

Isaac Beli,, Esq., President, etc. : 

Sm — I have the honor to submit the following report of the number 
of patients vieited and prescriptions dispensed at this Bureau daring 
the year 1370 : 
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According to their nativity, the 16,850 patients were divided as fol- 

United States 7,139 

Ireland '9,207 

Germany 232 . 

England 241 

France 11 

Scotland 13 

China 2 

Italy 5 

Total 16,850 



The following table exhibits the number of prescriptions of district 
physicians dispensed during the year 1870, and their cost : 



First.. . 
Second . . 
Third . . . 
Fourth . . 
Fifth . . . 
Sixth . . . 
Seventh. . 
Eighth. . . 
Nffith... 
Tenth... 
Eleventh 



DI8TBICT. 



Total 



NUMBER OF 
FBESCKIFTIONS. 



4,793 



641 


$184 00 


346 


51 68 


265- 


42 76 


12 


1 75 


333 


41 31 


1,816 


194 76 


231 


35 63 


442 


63 89 


204 


23 40 


186 


15 15 


317 


34 54 



COST. 



S605 61 



Stock on hand, December 31, 1869 §1,128 86 

Expenses during the year 1870 for drugs 5,445 31 



Stock on hand, December 31, 1870 



86,574 17 
631 81 



Net expenses $5,942 36 

Medicines furnished to Out-door Visiting Department 605 61 



Eespectfully submitted, 



J. FEEY, Apothecary, 



• 
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GENERAL DRUG DEPARTMENT. 

» ■ • 

REFOBT OF SUPEBINTENDBNT. 

Belleyue Hosfitaii^ Jamuury 1, 1871. 

To the Honorcible the Commiaaioners 

of Pvhlic Charities amd Oarreo6i&m: 

Gentleiibn — ^Aocompanying this I send to yoa the reports. cf the 
Ocueral Drug Department under my charge for the past year. 

1st. The report of the General Drug Department, showing the 
amomit expended for drugs, medicines, and miscellaneous artiblei^ and 
tlie iamounts distributed to the different institutions, together witili the 
amount of stock remaining on hand. 

In the Chemical Laboratory attached to this department, thoie have 
been made during the year chemicals and fluid extracts which ironld 
have cost at market rates $5,620.69, but on which, by manufactnriiig 
them in the department, a saving has been made of $3,280.44. 

2d. The report of the Photographic Department, and the Dr. and 
Cr. account of the Printing Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. FREY, 
Superintendent Apothecary, 

Schedule of the expenditures and disbui'sements of the General 
Drug Department for the year 1870 : 

Expended for drags and medicines $20,529 75 

** misceUaneous articles 17,501 84 

$44,031 59 

Stock on hand December 31 , 1869 18,520 50 

$62,552 09 

Of which there has been distributed : 

To Charity Hospital $19,322 69 

Bellevue Hospital 15,167 77 

Lunatic Asylum 2,599 67 
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D of Hedioal and Sufjoal Relief for Oat-dooi Poor.. S,44a 81 

y Hospital, EandaU's laUnd 1,680 TS 

FltetapeiiigFaveiEoBpital, Hart'a Island 1,971 89 

I BeUevue II uspital (Store Department) '. ... 1,11? 33 

t«' noq)ital, Bandall'B Island 64115 

itjon Hospital, Centro street. 456 04 

I raty PriBoiiH. 214 84 

\ fccbriate A*ylnm, Ward's Island 412 «5 

n'lsnt of Out-door Poor. 677 01 

tl-aWi) Mercniy 380 14 

rapMo Department 308 89 

l1 School, Hart's Island 64 84 

I Sondrf inetitntiona 40 63 



■ Btook on hand at market rates, |30,848.57. 

KBchGdiilc i)f liquors, wines and ale piinihaeed for the General Drug 
iiieDt, and tlie distribution of the same to the different 
tutiouB. 

x UiDon and wIueB |8,984 10 

■ ale 3,854 00 

40 8S 

113,878 a.5 
niiaiid December 31, 1869. 402 00 

(13,2«0 95 
DIvbiuh thore has been diatribnted: 

?bCinrity Hospital. BUckwell's Island $8,945 87 

Bellemt H.epital, city 6,150 01 

Lunjitlo APjlam, BlackweU'9 Island. 3,002 35 

Eelapsini; Fsver Hospital, Hart's Island 724 24 

■ Knreery Hoipittil, Randall's Island 307 75 

lnoBpitalforlncnmbles, BlftokweU's Island 228 28 

• InfanU' Hospital, Randall's Island 88 50 

Ineliriat'' Asylum, Ward's Island 71 50 

Reecpticn HoBpital, Centre street 34 63 

ilart'6 li^lani IndQHtrial School 13 25 12,00173 

679 20 

n baud December 31. 1870. *6ti8 80 



JiL 



243 



*M»^^ 



Bepobt of the Fhotogbaphio Dbparcicent fob thv Ysab 1870. 

The whole number of negative plates finighed during the yeir 
been two hundred and seventy-two, of which two hundred and 
were of a miscellaneous character, principally illustrating the 
and methods of treatment of nearly two hundred oases^ many of 
were of such a character as to require a great amount of labor anc 
time for their proper representation. From these negative platw 
than f omrteen htmdred prints have been taken, about three hundred ol 
which yet remain on hand to fill orders. 

The important work of photographing -the unknown dead at 
Morgue has been continued. The long term of excessively 
weather in July and August added greatly to this class of woik, 
advantages of which have been very folly shown by the 
thus made in many of the fifty-two cases illustrated during the jour. 

Below will be found a summary of the work done, and the eoet| 

incurred : 

AFFABATUa CHEMICAI^ ASD ROCK.J 

On hand Janmuy 1, 1870 $282 38 $114 2S| 

Purchaaed during 1870 156 72 152 2T] 

On hand January 1, 1871 439 10 131 61] 

Chemicals and stock used in 1870 134 88| 

The amount of work done daring 1870 amounts to $1,165.20, and 
the money received for prints sold Jias been $79.80 ; one-half of which 
lias been paid to the photographer, and the other half paid into the 
Central Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. FREY, 
O. G. Mason, Superintendent. 

Pkotoffrapher. 
Bellevte HospriAL, January 1, 1871. 
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Eepobt of Pbintinq Office. 



srkford k Ck>., paper and ruling. $106 80 



ationorH* Co., paper and roling. 
An«1 Si El«worth, paper. . . 

ItoblnKon, cards 

, Connor's Sons, type, etc. 
■rn<»r ii Co., mvelopes. . . 
Mwlekcr, ribl)on for bojrs . 
antlriea 



237 

732 

631 

%0 

232 75 
29 70 
15 18 



41 
8S 
80 
46 



Total §2,436 06 



By 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 



work done for finperintendcnt of Ont- 

door Poor 

Central Oflloo 

Storehouse, Ulackwdl^s Island 

Bellevno Uosi)ital 

Charity Honpital 

Free lAbor Buroan 

Work Ilonw. Blackwell'8 kland 

School-ship Mercnry 

City Prison 

Lunatic Asylnm 

Infants' HoRpital 

llolapKinf;; Fever Hoepitol 

Inebriate Asylum.. 

Rct-eption Hor^intal. 

Bureau of Medical and Surgical Uclief . 

General Drug Department 



1 



Cr. 

$848 00 

1,806 90 

617 60 

866 75 
IhOOO 
91 00 
69 70 
(»00 
47 00 
80 00 
27 00 
»3 00 
21 
143 



25 

00 



114 00 



Total <i4,169 15 



Stock an hand.^Paper and cards, printed and blank. $600 00 

Printing pztMses, type^ etc 2,800 00 



Beq;)octfull7 sabmitted, 

J. FBBY, 



tLLEYUB HosPiTAL, January 1, 1871. 



SuperUUendenU 
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ALMS-HOUSES. 



REPORT OP WARDEN. 



Alms-house Department, 
January 1, 1871. 

Isaac Bell, Esq., 

President Board of Commissioners 

of Public Charities and Correction : 

Sir — The Annual Report for the year ending December 31, 18 
with the usual statistics and tabular statements, is herewith respectf i: 
submitted. 

The census shows that 4,315 persons have been maintained dur 
the past year. 

The system of classification under medical supervision is still c 
tinned, and fully answers the purpose f(jr which it was intended. 1 
indispensable, as a means to distinguish between objects of commist 
tion and others who, although in some measure capable, endeavor 
various excuses to escape performing any work. As the re<piirenK 
of service are light, and proportioned to the ability of each, no exc 
is allowed for evasion, and all who are classed as able are re<piired 
do something for the general good. 

The strictest discipline as regards moral demeanor is enforced, 
this institution, which includes many pei*sons of bad habits and avc 
to the restraint of wholesome regulations, it is necessary, for the w 
being of all, that parties persistently troublesome should be reni«»\ 
This extreme measure, however, has only been resorted to in a feu- 
stances, and after due caution, and a fair trial, in hope of reformat i 



jr. 
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Ihe result has been most salutary, proving a sufficient warning to others 
of siniilar disposition. 

The report of work done for this and other departments under con- 
tiol of the Board is creditable to the inmates, due allowance being 
aade for their limited capability. In the Female Department, after a 
judicious selection of nurses to keep the wards in order and care for the 
iifirm, the remaining inmates employed in the sewing room, with few 
«ceptions, are afflicted with various maladies, among which may be in- 
dnded paralysis, rheumatism, and partial insanity. Of the Male De- 
ptttment the same may be said, but all to the best of their ability con- 
tnbute to the general welfare. 

You will perceive that the number of deaths is considerably in ex- 
w of last year. The mortality seems to have been beyond the con- 
tiDl of human agency, as the usual care and medical attendance have 
bKQ provided. 

The sanitary arrangement in the receiving ward, as regards change 
of clothes and bathing on admission, is regularly carried out. 

I tender my sincere acknowledgments to the clerk and the matrons, 
Ao orderlies and nurses, for their cheerful co-operation in the manage- 
Bttnt of tlie institution. 

Eespectf ully submitted. 

JAMES BEACH, 

Warden. 



Btatanenl thiMeing Vi« lumhiir of Iiiniala in Vie Alma-hautct, Dtetmia S, lB60j 
number recalled daring Oie year 1870,' Ute numlier dueharged and £ed during 
period, and tlm nwjiher remaining Deccmher 81, IBTO. 

Nnmberof Imnntce reiEaining Deuember 31, 1869 J 

Heceived donng the j ear 18T0 from Commiaaioiiera and Superiatendent 

of Out-door Poor 2,011 

Prom other institutiona 1,190 

II 

Total 4 

Disoharjed during the year 1,601 

Transferred to otlier iaBtitulaonfl 1,330 

Deaths 78 

S 

Number of Inmntea remttinmg December 31, I8T0 1 

lUalM .■ B89 

FeauUes S30 

1 

Natftes 89 

ForeigneiB 1,130 



Natwitiea of Inmates admitted to the Alma-houses during 
Tear 1870. 



MATivrnEB. 


MEH. 


TrOMEK. 


,„. 




196 

81 
183 
23 

43 


204 

62 
3 
6 

10 






































1,475 


1,736 
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Cavses of Pauperism of Inmates admitted during the Tear 

1870. 



CAU8E& 



Taffraiu^ 

Hlocy 

iinnacy 

hfftial Blindness 

Limeness 

(MdAge 

Deaf and Dnmb. . 

Bigness 

Memperance. . . . 
Dvtitntion 

Total 



MEN. 



69 
1 

13 

3 

35 

14 

4 

91 

25 

1,217 



1,475 



WOMEN. 



95 



22 

7 

11 

10 

2 

37 

592 

950 



1,726 



TOTAL. 



164 

1 

• 35 

13 

4'i 

24 

6 

128 

617 

2,167 



3,201 



Classification of the Ages of Inmates of the Alms-houses when 

admitted. 



CLASSIFICATION OP AGEa 


MEN. 


WOMEN. 


TOTAL. 


"Ctween 15 and 20 years 


. 7 

121 

145 

241 

364 

380 

154 

53 

8 

2 


15 

356 

314 

271 

283 

225 . 

176 

69 

15 
2 


22 


" 20 *' 30 *' 


477 


" 30 '' 40 *' 


459 


" 40 *' 50 " 


512 


" 50 "- 60 *' 


647 


** 60 " 70 '' 


605 


" 70 '' 80 ** 


330 


" 80 ** 90 " 


122 


'* 90 *' 100 *' 


23 


Oyer 100 years 


4 






Total 


1,475 


1,726 


3,201 
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Statement of Inmates of the Alms-houses sent to Cha/rity Hos- 
pital dtmng the Yea/r 1870 — their Returns and Deaths. 



• 


MKN. 


WOMEN. 


TOTAL. 


Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1869 


108 
324 


98 

214 


m 


Sf^nt flown flnring^ the year 1 870 . . 


088 






Men. Women. ) 

Returned to the Alms-house 175 114 \ 

Deaths during the year 112 56) 


432 

287 


312 
170 


744 

457 


Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1870 


145 


142 


287 



There were 72 deaths in the Alms-houses during the year 1870. The 
following were the causes : 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Age and Debility. . . . 

Asthenia 

Apoplexy 

Qildema of Lunj^ 

Bri'jht's Disease 

Bronchitis (Chronic). 

Cancer 

Cardiac Disease 

Cirrhosis of Liver. . . 

Pneumonia 

Peritonitis 

Pleurisy 

Softening .of Brain. . 

Paralysis 

Diarrhoea. 

Dysentery (Chronic). 

Drowned 

Senectus 



Total. 



MEN. 



1 
1 
1 
4 

11 
1 
1 
3 
4 

14 

1 
o 



1 
o 



48 



WOMEN. 



3 
5 



1 
6 
1 



o 



1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

24 



TOTAL. 



4 

1 

mm 



17 

2 

I 

3 

4 

10 

1 
o 

1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

72 



itfitt/ of Inmates of the Alms-houses vjho have died daring 
the Tear 1870. 



NATIVnT. 


MES. 


,„»,. 






6 
27 
11 

1 
1 
2 


5 
16 

1 

1 
1 


11 












2 




^ 




2 










48 


24 









imier 



of Inmates from OtJur I/istitutionn receioed into the 
Alma-fiouse during the Year 1S70. 



INBTITDTIOKa 



Bi^ Hospital 

aljtic Bud Epileptia HoHpitol 

M'b ^laQd. 

Mtic AHylum 

Total 



imher of Inmates tramferred from the Ahns-houses to other 
ImtitHtionH during the Year 1S70. 



raarrrcTiona. 


MKS. 


WOMEN. 


TOTAI.. 




74 

324 

2 

1 

17 


214 

1 
1 






SU8 




3 




a 
















419 


Ml 


1,330 
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Statement of Inmates of the Alms-hovsea sent to Charity He 
pkal dv/irmg the Year 1870 — their Returns and Deaths. 



• 


MEN. 


WOMEN. 


tota: 


Remaiiim^ in Hospital, December 31, 1869 


108 
824 


98 
214 


S 


Sent down daring the year 1870 


5 






Men. Women. ) 

Hetnmed to the Alms-honse 175 114 V 

Deaths during the year 112 56) 


432 

287 


312 
170 


7 
4 


Remaining in Hospital, J)ecember 31, 1870 


145 


142 


S 



There were 72 deaths in the Alms-houses during the year 1870. T 
following were the causes : 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Ago and Dcljility. . . . 

Asthenia 

Apoplexy 

(Edema of Lunj^. . . . 

Briyht's Disease 

Bronchitis (Chrouic). 

Cancer 

Cardiac Disease 

Cirrhosis of Liver. . . 

Pneumonia 

Peritonitis 

Pleurisy 

Softening .of Brain.. 

Paralysis 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery i Chronic). 

Drowned 

Senectus 



Total, 




Balanob Sheet /sr (Ac' Ttar eiuUag December 31, 1870. 



ALUS-HOUSES. 



Tounfiiuitaf iDTGotoiy, Jsnnaiy], Vm 8.1^458 m 

TngoudEifronnltire. 74.«IT BT 

Teadttlea ilffij 41 



HOBPITAt FOn DiCUTUELBB. 
[J 1. ISTO 9^111 (II 11 Br anuidnt dT liivcntorji, Juuiuj 1, 11971 «4.nj 



ASYLUU FOU i:raiGEN-r I 

ototinTmtQiT, Janimry 1, lOTO |S.Bas T^ h Byou 



EeBpeotfolly eubmitted, 



JAMES BEACH. 

Warder. 



Slwwi 



MONTHS. 

J«i«ary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Jano 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total... 

Average. 



Ayenge 
Numbers. 



1,132 
1,196 
1,168 
1,068 
956 
961 
1,035 
1,073 
1,073 
1,084 
1,092 
1,165 



13,003 



1,084 



ProvisioiiB. 



4,740 69 
3,250 43 
3,498 80 
3,553 78 
3,158 96 
2,797 16 
2,953 41 
3,102 02 
2,903 35 
3,088 53 
3,936 39 
2,690 60 



$39,674 12 



$3,30617 6.7 



Monthly Coit. 



9 o. m. 

4 18 7.9 
2 71 7.7 

2 99 5.5 

3 32 7.5 
3 30 4.3 
2 91 0.7 
2 85 3.5 
2 89 1 

2 70 5.8 

2 84 9.2 

3 60 4.7 
2 30 9.5 



$36 65 7.3 



$3 05 4.8 



^a fkM* pac* JMtO.] 



\ 



I 
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ASYLUM FOR INDIGENT BLIM). 



KEPOKT OF WARDEN. 



Janitaht 1, ISn. 
Isaac Bell, Esq., 

' President Board of Commissioners 

of PvhUo Cha/ritiea and Correction : 

Sir — TliB Annual Report of the Asylum for Indigeut Blind, with 
tho usual tal»k»B and statementB, is resijectfully submitted for yonr eon- 

fiidenitiun. 

This department is appropriately named, being truly an ABylmn for 
an unfortimato class afflicted with the doprivRtion of sight. In conse- 
quence of their helpless state they are completely dependent on others 
for assistance, which is provided in die attention of orderlies and nurses, 
with sufficient help, whose charge it is to promote their safety and 
cunifort. 

Their sanitary condition is good, and the light record of death among 
them is evidence that they are in a great measure exempt from the 
diseases that form tho common lot of Iiumanity. 

Respectfully euhmitted, 

JAilES BEACn, 

Warden. 
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Asylum for Indigent Blind. 

Ifember of Inmates remaining December 81, 1869 84 

Smiber of Inmates received daring 1870 91 

173 

limber of Inmates dischaiged during 1870 78 

'Sunber ol Inmates died during 1870 3 

81 

• 

19nmber of Inmates remaining December 31, 1870 94 

*le8 4T 

hnudes 47 

94 

lihres 9 

heeigners 85 

Total 94 



SloHvities of Tmnate^ of the Blind Asylum admitted during the 

Year 1870. 





' P*ed States. . , 

^d 

gtfwid 

''•tttiany 

*'ttier countries 



Total. 



COUNTRIES. 



MEN. 



5 

49 
4 
5 
2 

Co 



WOMEN. TOTAL 



4 
20 

• • 

2 



20 



9 

C9 
4 
7 
2 

91 
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Ages of the Inmates of the Blind Asylum adfnitted du/i 

Tear 1870. 



AOBS. 



Between 20 
Between 30 
Between 40 
Between 50 
Between 60 
Between 70 
Between 80 
Between 90 



and 30 years, 
and 40 years, 
and 50 years, 
and 00 years, 
and 70 years, 
and 80 years, 
and 00 years, 
and 100 years 

Total 




There were three deaths in the Blind Asyhnn during the ye 



Ireland. . 
Germany. 
England. 



NATivrrY. 



Total. 



DISEASE. 



Apoplexy... . , 
Consumption. 
Apoplexy..... 



MEN. W03£E5 



1 
1 



AdmiHsions^ Discharge.'^, and Deaths in Asyjinn for Indhjen 

ill IS 70. 





Admissions. 


MONTH. 




1 












c 


-f 


fl 








1 iJ ^ 


to 


rJ 




c 


1 § '^ 


o 


^ 




^ 


' . cS 


o 


o 




^ 


; ^ 


'r< 


"^ 


H 



January .. 
i^ebruary . . 

March 

April 

iVlay ...•.•• 

June 

July 

AugUBt . . . 

Soptemlxir 
October . . 
NovemlMjr. 
December . 



S 
(> 



4 
4 

5 



l! 
li 



11 
IJ 



H 

11 
>> 

(*. 
•> 



'^ • « • « 

•J 1 

\ ""\ 

W 1 

ll.... 



4 
4 



• • • • 



05 'JO 



1-2 

1(> 
14 



4 

10 
11 

4 
1(1 



y 8:i yi 



Discharges. 



'J 



5 



•I 
t) 

4 

8 

y 

y 

(i 

•> 
•> 



•>. 



•> 



1 

1' 
•I 

5 .. 

1 

1 



5 

« 
4 

s 

% 

4 

11 

(> 



4 

r. 

8 
8 

y 
y 

4 
I'J 



5 



1 1 



5y ly 8 



ro 



r8 



Deai 



d 


• 


& 






c 


o 


o 


• 






<-^ 


\f 








S 


o 


•4-> 






c 


•^ 











> 

5^; 



1 . 

I 



^H Agea of the fnrnafea 


of i/u: Blind A«>/liim 
Ye-ar 1870. 


(ulmitttd dvr 


m 


UBS. 


woxm 


^1 Between 20 and 30 jeom. . 
^K Botwoea 30 anil 40 yf^oni. 
^ft Between 40 and r,(i yeara. . 
^H Between GO and (>0 years . 
^H Between (10 and TO years. . 
^M Betweea 70 and 80 years. . 
^B Between SO and 00 feara. . 
^V BebwMQ 00 and 100 yeais. 

H T-ItI 






7 

18 
13 
11 

§ 

1 


2 

i 
e 


3 
4 . 


































63 


S« 




^1 Tliere were three deatLs in 


the Blind Asjlnm 


during the ye( 


■ K„™. 


DMB48B. 


MEN. 


WOMEK, 




Apopleiy 


1 

1 


i 










3 











A^miasiona, Diacharges, and Deaths in Asylum fop Indigen 
in 1870. 





Ansiissiosa. 


DlICIUBOES. 


Deai 




i 


S 


1 


1 


1 


i 


i 


1 


I I 

at . 

G| n 

t \ 

lt| 1* 

\ \ 

1" 


1 


^ 1 




8 




^' 


11 

a 

13 




3 

E 
J 

8 




1 








■ 










8 

n 
( 

s 

3 


■■■■• 


* 

B 

8 

1 


4 
1? 

'S 

3 




























i 


: 
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20 


_j: 


«i 


91 

_ 
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RANDALL'S ISLAND NURSERY. 



EEPORT OF WAEDEN. 



Randall's Island, Nursery Department, ) 

January 1, 1871. ) 



Hon. Isaac Bell, President. 
James Bowen, 
James B. Nicholson, 
Owen W. Brennan, 
Alexander Frear, 



Commissionera. 



Gentlemen — I respectfully submit the Eleventh Annual Report of 
the Nursery Department, during the year ending December 31, 1870. 

One thousand and twenty-one children were admitted to the institu- 
tion, of which 667 were boys and 354 girls ; the disposition of whom is 
Bhown by annexed tables. 

Statistics. 

Table "A." Embracing the number of children and adults admitted, 
discharged, and escaped from the institution. 

Table "B." The ages of all children admitted and discharged. 

Table ^'C." Cost of maintenance of each inmate. 

Table "D." Value of mechanical labor performed. 

Table "E." Value and amount of produce raised on farm and 
garden, 1870. 
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DibtabyTablb 

Presents the kind and quality of the food used daily in iluB 
ment 

Ilonday. 

Breakfast — Cocoa or broma ; bread and butter. 

Dinner — ^Mutton^ stewed with vegetables ; potatoes, boiled or maihedj 
pickled cabbage or beets ; bread. 

Supper — Bread and inilk. 

Tuesday. 

Breakfast — ^Hominy and milk or molasses ; bread and batter. 
Dinner — ^Boast beef, with gravy; potatoes boiled or mashed; bread. 
Supper — Bread and milk. 

Breakfast — Cocoa or broma ; bread and butter. 

Dinner — Stewed beef; potatoes, boiled or mashed ; bread; rice, bread 
or Indian pudding. 

Supper — Bread and milk. 

Tliursday, 

Breakfast — Cocoa or broma ; bnjad and butter. 

Dinner — Roast beef, with gravy ; potatoes boiled, mashed, or fried 
whole in the meat drippings ; pickled cabbage or beets ; bread. 

Supper — Wlicaten grits and milk ; bread. 

Friday. 

Breakfast — Mush and milk or molasses ; bread and butter. 
Dinner — Codfish or haddock, with potatoes ; bread and butter. 
Supper — Bread and milk. 
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Saturday. 

Breakfast — Cocoa or broma ; bread and butter. 

Dinner — Boast mutton ; potatoes, boiled or mashed ; bread. 

Snpper — Bread and milk. 

Sunday. 

Breakfast — Hominy and milk or molasses; bread and butter. 

Diniier — Roast beef, with gravy ; potatoes, fried whole in the meat 
ippings ; rice, bread, or Indian pudding. 

Snpper — ^Wheaten grits and milk ; bread and butter. 



Gmdensed Statement of Admissions, Discharges^ etc., RandaXDs Island 

Nurseries, for the Year 1870. 



December 31, 1869 

Admitted during 1870 

from Hospital, 1870. 



Total 



INMhaiged to friends, 1870 

for indenture, 1870 

Tkniferred to Hospital, 1870 

'' Hart's Island, 1870 



t( 



Total. 



o 



01} 

s 



s 



43! 

822 



344' 499 



3: 



46 



475, 
31 



Bwnimng in Nurseries December 31, 1870. 



"% 



g 



< 

O 



571 318, I49I 567 
575 667' 354! 1,918 
456| 188, 644 



544 283 1,670 

58 88 146 



3,129 



190 



665 
31 

82 



2,594 






Board Pato. 

• Wie have received during the year, for a portion of the children's 

"^^'4, six thousand six hundred and four dollars and twenty-five cents. 
17 
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Girls' Sewing DEPARraENT. 

The large girls at this place, under the management of SllsB 
the principal matron, have manufactured and repaired the followii 
amount of clothing, being employed a few liours during the day, 
fore and after school : 

New clothing made up (pieces) 1,5' 

Clotldng repaired " 10,( 



Total 11,( 



Tailob-shop. 

This place has beei\ closed for some time, but is again open, in charge 
of a master tailor, and we are now doing all our own work as formerly. 



Ward Sohool Xo. 0. 

The average attendance during the past year has l)een five hundred 
and tliirty-eight, wlio, by their gix^d depoi'tment and punctual attend- 
ance, merit tlie praise and confidence of their tcachei's. 



WAsn-nousK. 

Tliree hundred and ninetv-five thousand articles liavcbeen washed at 
tliis place during the year, consisting of wearing apparel, bedding, etc. 

Mechanics 

The me(.*hanics have oecn employed throughout the year in jobbiug 
in gen(u-al at tlie different departments, and in erecting a neat and com- 
fortal>le house on tlie dock, for the accommodation of passengers and 
l)oatmen, which was verv nuich needed. 
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Holidays. 



^All tbe holidays throughout the year have been duly observed, to the 
lent delight and gratification of the children, who on all occasions 
liberally supplied with poultry, cakes, ice-cream, and candies, by 
Honorable Board. 

On Christmas, Mrs. Gibbons and friends were here again with pres- 
for the smaller children, which she delivered in person, receiving 
thanks of the little ones for her many acts of kindness towards 

Eev. Father Chambon, of the Catholic, and Rev. Marinus Willet, of 
Protestant Church, were also here distributing presents liberally to 
children. 

Amusements. 

The Thursday evenings entertainments have been kept up, and we 
»e indebted to the following artists for their valuable services ; Madam 
Albert, tlie Brothers Anderson, Messrs. Dcnio, Thompson and Simpson 
d the Union Glee Club, and Prof. Daly and ladies, of Ilarlcm ; Miss 
ABce Tier, Mr. Pape, and Mr. and Mrs. Todd, the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. 
Willet, with the magic lantern, Billy Burt, and Taylor's Minstrels. 

Excursion. 

At the kind invitation of Senator William M. Tweed, the bovs and 
girls visited Linwood for the second time. After a pleasant sail up the 
fitet river, and breakfast at the Americas Club House, they were taken 
m carriages, provided for that purpose, to the Senator's residence, where 
tiey were introduced by the President, Isaac Bell, Esq., in a neat speech 
to the Senator, his family, and friends. Then, being feasted on the 
delicacies of the season to their hearts' content, they were pennitted to 
enjoy themselves in their own way, the beautiful grounds surrounding 
tbe premises being appropriated for that purpose, spending one of the 
pleasantest days of their lives, and thankful to the Board for the privi- 
lege of enjoying the same. 



Ol-YMMC. 

By the kindness nf John A. Dnff, Esq., the children witnessed ] 
George L. Fox's pantomime of "Wee Willie Winkie," to tlioir 
delight ; previons to which they were liospitably entertained witli afiiq 
lunch. All concerned will please accept our thanks. 



IlELioiots Services, 

The Rev. Father Clianibon, of the Catholic, and tlie Rev. Marinne 

Willet of the Protestant Church, have devoted their time miiiistcrini^ 
to the spiritual wants of the children ; also the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Episcopal, and the Sisters of Charity and Christian Brothers, of tha 
Catholic church, have hscu assiduous in their attention, during t!ie 

past year. 

HandretL; of visitoi-s liave called here during tho year, who arc wel- 
come at all times to come and examine into the management and work- 
ings of the institution. 

Acknowledgment. 

My thanks are due to the principal matron, MisaCox ; the clerk, Mr. 
Barnes ; the assistant matrons, Mi-s. Bottner-, Mrs. Strang, and Mrs. Mer- 
ritt ; Keeper of the Boys, Mr. Schilling ; Engineer McLean, and Mr. 
Arthur, the fanner, in seconding my effoita to carry out the orders 
emauating from the Board. 

CONCLHSIOK. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to thank tlie gentlemen of the 
Board for their kindness evinced on all occasions. 

^ully, 

"W. H. STEPHENS, 

Wardtm. 
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Affes of CIdldr-e)}. tulmiUed to and discharged from RanA 
I^uTaerieSjfrom January 1 to Deoemler 31, 187i*, both' 



Three fears and imdeT. . 

Four yesttB " 

Five years " 

Bix 7««a " 

Senn yean " 

Eight yearB " 

mniB yeaia " 

Ten yeaiB " 

ElcTen. jeocs " 

Twelve jears " 

Thirteen jeaiB " 

Fooiteen yean " 

Fifteen yeua " 
Kxteeu yenre and over. . 

Total 



[I 







A 



I 268 






TABLE D. 

^Tiiotint and Valtie of Mechanioal Labor performed hy Inmates at 

RandaWa Idand Nursery. 

OazpenteiB 554 days at $1 $554 

429 " 429 

dths 420 " 420 

196 ". * 196 



$1,599 



TABLE E. 

jA,m<yunt and Vali^ of Produce raised on Farm and Garden^ Ran- 

daWs Island Nurseries^ for Year 1870. 

18,880 heads lettuce $283 20 

11,000 ** cabbage 880 00 

6,260 bunches radish 02 60 

1,506 " beets 78 30 

2, 400 * ' onions 1 20 00 

1,900 " turnips 76 00 

8,939 " parsley 178 78 

1,675 ** celery 217 75 

5,500 " leeks 220 00 

243 bush, beets 170 10 

83 ** peas 41 25 

83 *' snapbeans. 4125 

36i * * Lima beans 27 38 

212 ** tomatoes 148 40 

490 " potatoes 307 50 

483 " white turnips 193 20 

7 " bell peppers 10 50 

153 *' yeUow turnips 91 80 

179 *' carrots 143 20 

240 " parsnips \ 180 00 

58 " fieldcom 72 50 

Carried forward 3,603 71 
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Brought forward. $3, 603 71 

43 bufih. onions 53 73 

75 bbls. epinach 11250 

20 ** kale 39 00 

8,796 ears sugar-corn 109 95 

400 egg^ plant 32 00 

100 early squash 6 00 

109 Boston squash 8 72 

20 bbls. vinegar 1 20 00 

600 loads manure 4o0 OO 

1 8 tons salt hay 270 00 

30 " Englishhay ^ 750 OO 

38 cords wood 228 00 

3 Iba onion seed 12 00 

4 " leek 1600 

2 " cabbage 600 

3 " radish 7 20 

J " parsley 150 

1 " carrot 250 

4 " lettuce 1600 

i " tomato 100 

8 " beet 20 80 

5 ** spinach 8 00 

15 ** parsnip 15 00 

i " squash ^ 

12 qts. peas 3 ft) 

13 ' ' snap beans 3 60 

6 " Lima beans 120 

30 " sugar com 6 00 



115,004 O:] 
74 pigs at $15 each 1,110 01) 

$7,014 ai 
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BALANCE SHEET. 



Dr. 

lOusT.— Inventory January 1, 1870 $30,404 29 

Goods from store 66,787 66 

Salaries 12,591 94 

$99,783 89 
Ca. 

[QCST.— Inventory January 1, 1871 $28,448 38 

Store 8,387 55 

Cash to office 538 03 

Board 6,604 25 

Sales coal and wood 940 59 

Labor 1,599 00 

Balance 53,266 09 

$99,783 89 
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INFANTS' HOSPITAL. 



REPORT OF HOUSE PHYSICIAN. 



Infants' Hospital, R. I., ) 
January 1, 1871. J 

Hon. Isaac Bell, 

President Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

SiE — ^During the year ending Dec. 31, 1870, there were admitted in 
tliis institution nine hundred and twenty-tliree children, of whom 
four hundred and forty-six were orphans so called, and four hun- 
dred and seventy-seven were accompanied by their mothers. TUxe 
whole number of cliildren in the house during the year was eleven 
hundred and seventy-six ; and out of this total four liundred and twen- 
ty-nine have died, and five hundred and twenty-three have been dis- 
charged and adopted, leaving, at date, one hundred and ninety-five in- 
fants in- Hospital. In previous years the number of orphans has always 
exceeded that of the mothers' children. The explanation of the change 
tills year is to be found, as has been stated in my monthly reports, in 
the establishment of a new Foundling Asylum in the city. This Insti- 
tution has taken up and cared for a large number of infanta that must, 
but for the opening of the new asylum, have been sent to us. The 
relief thus obtained has been timely, for our present quarter, in size, 
are wholly inadequate to provide for such a number of infants as 
formerly were found in the institution. 

Table A shows the detail by months of these admissions, and gives 
at the same time the class, whether " mothers " or " orphans," and the 



condition, good, fair, poor, or hopeless, on adniifsion. As iu 
years, the old classification into " wet-nursed," " bottled-f ed," and " ' 
iiig children," is retained as a matter of convenience, but the reasoof 
given in the laat annual report against basing any scientific dednrtiom 
on this elasaification apply with fully as much force as ever. 

In table B, I have made a comparison of the statistics of the Hoeplal 
for the three years 186S, 1869, and 1870. This table shows at aglauce 
the number of admissions, deaths, discharges, and remaining on liwrf 
in each year, and is, perhaps, the most interesting of all the slstistial 
tables comprised iu this report. It will be observed tlmt there has been 
a steady diminution in the mortality, the percentages being 55.06,40.3^ 
and36.41. The explanation of this improvement ia easy. Iur8e,yKhm 
not been compelled to overcrowd our wards; SecoTid, wo have MK 
suffered as severely from fatal epidemics as in former years ; and Tltvit 
the children have been kept in better hygienic surroundings and con- 
ditious than previously. The occupation of the present building w* 
the beginning of this happy change, and the result, although acoum- 
plifihed at a large outlay of money, may, I thiuk, be accepted »t a 
proof of the wisdom of the Board in making special provision fortI< 
infanta. More than this, these results not ouly justify the large raoWf 
outlay incurred in the establishmcut and maintenance of tliciiuti^ 
tiou, but they should encourage even a still more liberal exj)enditurt B 
correct certain deficiencies and disabilities that we now lalwr under. 
"Were these defects in oiu- administration removed, I am confident te 
should show a still better success iu the rearing of our children. CUrf 
among these disabilities is the reliance nj^n pauper labor to carefef 
the helpless infants committed to the charge of the institution. luo^ 
last annual report, attention was called, iu a somewhat pointed raiuiMr. 
to this defect ; and the con\-ictioi] there stated, that even iu a pecuiiiaj 
point of view this unpaid labor is, in the long run, the most ex|)euofl^ 
has only been confirmed by another year's experience. But bejW* 
the pecuniary aspects of this problem, there remained the higba^ 
Btill more inii>ortant question of securing nnreniitting, ji(dic!ioiiB,«)i 
proper care of the children, and to expect this from the class of wotntn 
above referred to is simply chimerical. They have neither tlio 
nor the di8p(»ition to do this work properly, and it is a radii.'alde 
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^PHr admiiiistrfttiou to rely H]x>ii tlicm. Ent in epi'te of this and 
Rer drawliacke, we have every i-cason to congratulate oiii-selves nu the 
leanlta attained, and by them we should bo stimulated to still greater 
[iideavor3 to ameliorate the condition of the abandoned and destitute 
ufant population of this great city. 

During the year we have been visited by two epidemica, but happily 
iey have not been severe. In the late winter and early spring of 1870, , 
iarlet fever swept throngh tlie building. How the disease was im- | 
orted could not be learned, but fortunately it proved of an unusually 
lild type and destroyed but very few lives. This winter the measles 
ive made their appearance, and seem to have become almost a fixture. 
'o ward lias lieen exempt from them. Here again, too, there is reason 
)r gratitude in that the disease has proved of au unusually mild charac- 
fr. Out of fifty-five cases, which have occurred up to the date of 
riting this report, oujy fonr have proved fatal. The contrast between ' 
lis and that dread epidemic in the summer of lS6t>, just previous to i 
lO occupancy of our jtrCBent quarters, is eo marked as to wajTant notice. \ 
; is believed that on the erection of the new Quai-untine building 
hich has been ordered by your JJoard, we shall be able to largely if 
at entirely head off these visitations of epidemic disease and thna 
lateriallj diminish tlie number of deaths, for it is uot within the rangO 
? probability that epidemics wilt continue as devoid of danger aa the ' 
Po wliicb last visited ua. It will be advisable, in my opinion, to make i 
tisQuamutine do duty for the nm-sery department as well aa for this 
iBtiCution. The adjuatmentof tiie proportion of expenses to be charged ' 
I each institution can easily be determined by the relative number of 
ktienta lecoived from the two departments. 

The reduction of the number of the medical staff, wliicli was carried 
>to effect on the Ist of November, has thns far not oi>erated to any 
►ecjal detriment of tite institution. Inasmuch as your Ilonorable Board ' 
•tertaiued a policy opposed tji that of the Medical Board, regarding 
le duties and powers of thu house staff, it was plainly of no avail to 
tntinue the old system ; for unless privileges and [Miwers cotTCsponding ' 
► the work which was expected of the staff were conferred npon them, , 
»e very object of the original recommendation and appointment of ao 



ited. Pi-ai^tii^lly iJiis was the case, and looking at tlid 
s point of view t!io change was judicionB, and yet. foi 
;y own part, i feel convinced that the original plan was tJie true una 
r the conduct of an infants' itsy]tini. Disease niiist be pnj\euted, not 
lerely cured, if we would save life among infants, and this cAn onlybfi 
'lone by ametant, almost nnintermitting inspection and ain^rvlsion, not 
uly by competent nuraea, but by well educated and exjiericiitod phy 
uians. 

At the same time that tbe (^hanga above referred to took place, I was 
Tievod at my own request of the execntive duties and responaibiliUet 

■i the Hospital. The administration by this change has been benefited. 

:pr the acting warden gives his whole time to the management of affairs. 

md my own time ia more largely devoted to the medical interests ol 

be Hospital than was possible under the former arrangement. 

Tlie ont-doiir work, which was liegim last yeai" under my Hupervifiion. 

& been pushed forward aa rapidly as the constant!}' recurring demand) 
>,r otlier purposes upon the time of the workmen would permit. Th« 
grading of the grounds is two-thirds completed, and the iraprovemeni 
in the .ii>p(.'iirancc of the plaive is wonderful, ' I'luicr my snccpssor thi 
work has been continued with marked energy and ability, and tht 
designs which had been followed from the tirst have been adopted 
indeed work was so far accomphshed that to have changed the plan! 
would have destroyed the unity and completeness of the arrangements 
I nrgently recommend that, when this work ia completed, rustic arbon 
be erected upon the groimds as play-houses for tlie children in pleasan' 
and warm weather. It would also, I am sure, promote, the health oJ 
the infants if a large one-story building were cotistmcted, as originallj 
suggested by Dr. Elliot, the President of the Medical Board, so arrangec 
that it could be flooded with sunshine in the winter and thrown entirely 
open to the air in the summer. This would secure an exercise and 
promenade ground for the nurses with their babies, and give them 
what they rarely get now, viz., the benefit in the winter season ol 
fresh air. 

As a suggestion for tlie future conduct of the Hospital, I beg leave 
to urge, what baa already so often been urged by the Medical Board, 
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an attempt be made to secure for the so-called orj^han children 
attention and care and food wliich are so essential for their well- 
The latter item can be reached only in two ways— Jlrst, by the 
ing-out system, which lias been so ably advocated by Dr. Jacobi, and 
adopted as the policy of the Medical Board ; fieoonrf, by employing wet 
nurses^ who shall reside in the Hospital. Either of these plans wonld 
entul a large — possibly an enormous — exj>enditure of money ; but it is 
not possible to thoroughly solve the problem of the conservation of 
in&nt life in any other way ; for hand-feeding is acknowledged, tlie 
world over, to be vastly more troublesome and vastly less successful. 
Again, as physicians it does not seem to me that we liave to deal with the 
pecuniary aspects of the question ; our duty is plain and we can pursue 
bat one conrse, and tliat is to work for the attainment of such methods 
18 will, with a large degree of certainty, accomplish the end in view. 
An humane and enlightened public policy ought surely to indorse and 
nigtain such efforts, rather than thwart and discourage them, and by 
perseverance I believe that the public policy can be educated up to this 
point, although I candidly confess it is not ready for it now* 

Permit me in conclusion to express my thanks to my assistants in all 
departments during the year past for their valuable aid and devotion 
to duty, and also to yourselves for the uniform kindness and courtesy 
which I have constantly received at your hands, and for the readiness 
with which my efforts and suggestions to do good have been adopted 
and seconded. 

Very resj^ectf uUy, your obedient servant, 

E. S. DUNSTER, 

House Physician. 





-ITiOJ, 


e 


8 


272 

S E S S iS 3 


i 


B a E j 


1 

1 


-ITIOJ, 


a 


S 


» ! 


9 1 s & 


% 


3 a s 1 


d 

s 


si 






: : i : ; j 


0^ 


: 


- i 


-" i--| = 


&; 


- 


- 


=• 


- 


=■ 






: 5 


6 


- 


o 


=> ; 


' 


» ■= ■= 


« 


» i - f 


Pd 


td 


- 


- 


w - 


» 


» « « 


«■ 


« : " S 


bI 


" 


- 


- - 


; 


- » •= 


= 


- = » s 


i^ 


= 


' 


et « 


« 


o . 






« « - 8 






o 


" 


• 


M -C 


s 


S S " 


2 


= 2 = S 




Di 




: 1 - 




- i ; ' 


0^ 


- 


- 


T- .0^ 


«■ - 00 




: - - 5.1 


&! 


" 


- 


» , 




•< " ; 


- 


I - i' 15 


d 


o 


e 


e -4 


M 


« » o 


" 


' - - » 


1 


•ITIOX 


3 


s 


X S 


3 


s s s 


a 


' * « r- 


u 

&' 


K 


- 








i - ": 






■^ 




- 


_ =, 


- 


c „ !. 


- 


-lis 


b' 


«. 


=, 


- - 


" 


., « 1 


- 


- : : « 


0) 


* 


« 


« «! 


•= 


S " s 


la 


S " - 1 


&: 
a 


td 






- 






- 


; : : a 


^ 


- 


•^ 


- 


« 


; „ „ 


- 


- - ; 5 


*j 


- 


« 


- 


- 






: 1 1 • 


d 




- 


- - : 




"■'':*• 


is 


Di 






- 


« 


- =. „ 


- 


; i i 2 


'*' . 


° 


» 




« 


- - s 


« 


" i-| 




- 


3 - 


• 


•* * MS 


-" 


-*i 


a 


" 


- 


2 S 


s 


ass 


S 


..^1 








i 

1 


i 

e 

1 


i 1 


s 

s 




t 


i 


j;i 



273 



B. 

%rative Statistics of the Infant^ Hospital for the Years 1868, 

1869, and 1870. 



Admissions, Deaths, etc. 



* children admitted, 
.ing those remaining 
previous year 



1868. 



ped 

ing 

children admitted, 
ling those remaining 
previous year 

ff ed 

in« 

children admitted, 

ling those remaining 

previous year 



ged 
ing 



729 
1.50 
4:J1 
148 



1,1.58 
889 

ia5 



1,887 

l,o;i9 

.511.5 
253 



1869. 



1870. 



Percentage. 



186a 



1869. 



714 
146 
4U9 
129 



802 
564 
113 
125 



1,.516 
710 
552 
254 



604 




91 


20.57 


420 


59.12 


93 


20.31 


573 




338 


76.77 


133 


14.16 


103 


09.37 


1,177 




429 


55.06 


553 


3l.5:t 


195 


13.41 



20.44 
61.49 
18.07 



70.82 
14.09 
15.59 



46.88 
86.42 
16.75 



1870. 



15.06 
69.53 
15.41 



do. 99 
28.21 
17.80 



86.45 
46.98 
16.57 



C. 

urative Monthly Mortality at the Infantif Ilospital for the Years 

1868, 1869, and 1870. 



I 

Admissions, in- 
clusive OF those 
remaining from 
PREVIOUS Year, I 



1868. 




Nt:mber of 
Deaths. 



Percentage op 
Deaths. 



f ' 



ber. 



ber. 
Der. 



416 

•»'*'WI 

411 
4:i6' 

385| 

4;J4 

441 
40!) 
:i51 

319, 

:i.58' 



3.50 

35i5 

;i52 

391 

:«2 
38;^ 
32:3 

273 
301 

82:^ 
322 



rerage 



389i 34? 279 



I I 
1870. l! 1868. I 1869. 



1870. '186a 

il 



1869. 



338 

303 

303 

276 

288 

813, 

804 

278, 

2.50 ! 

2:S0 

2:i5i 

2:i4 



93 

74' 

78 

111 

92 

91 

117 

12t) 

94 

71 

85! 



7! 



87 



61 
75 
73 
67 
66 
«) 
116 
31 
31 
38 
22 
34 

59 



40 
44 
51! 
32 
34' 

m 

24 
2t5 
111 
16 



22.a5 

19.. 58 
18.98 
25.45 
2:J.02i 
•^0.96' 
26.,53| 
31.03; 
26.78' 
20.82 
10.97 
15.92 



16.99 
20.95 
20.73 
17.18 
17.28 
25.06 
a5.91 
11.85 
10.29 
11.34 
6.81 
10.55 



36| 21.941 17.03 



1870. 



12.01 

14.52 

16.83 

11. .59 

11.80 

15.01: 

81.71 

18.67 

9.60 

11.80 

4.08 

683 



12.45 



18 



■ Showing tU DtAMses of those that fUed 
H died of each, during 


witk the Iifumber th 

1870. 
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E, 



Ing the Ages of those who died at the Infants^ Hospital 

during tlie Yea/r 1870. 



A0E8. 


Mothers* 
Children. 


Orphan Children. 


1 




W.N. B.P. 


VV. C. 


W. N. 


B. P. 


W. C. 















3 


r *' 2wee]u 


I 








" 8 weeks 






1 

5 

17 

11 

11 

17 

8 

8 

8 

4 

3 


3 

15 

86 

40 

39 

80 

10 

14 

9 

8 

6 

5 

5 

23 


8 
3 


3 


> 

\ *• 1 month 


2 
6 
3 
5 
5 
7 
8 
4 
4 
5 
4 
4 
19 


1 




23 


r 

•• 3 months 


58 


** 8 months. 


1 
1 




65 


** 4 months 


46 


•* 5 mouths 


63 


** 6 months 






25 


'* 7 months 


1 

1 




31 


" 8 months 


23 


'* 9 months 


16 


'• 10 months 






13 


•* 11 months 






g 


•* lyear 






1 
2 


10 


• J Mas* •••«•••• ••<■• ■••■••••••■■ a... 

•* S years 


5 


3 
3 


59 


** 8 rears 


5 












Total 


75 


10 


G 


95 


238 


10 


429 




Sh-owing tJie Tliac in JToapital of those who died at the /n^ 
Hospital duri)ig the Year 1870. 



Tas TiMK m floapiTAU 


MOTBBRS- 


OiipniKCioiiBaM. J 




W. B 


a P. 


w. a 


W.N 


B.P. 


w. a 


i 




5 

5 


1 

Vi 
10 

5 
6 

e 


9 


s 


S 

6 

10 
23 

■: 

6 
fl 

1 


17 
37 
35 
30 
60 
£4 
18 
9 

a 

3 
2 


I 
a 

3 

1 
...... 
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> 
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3 
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1 
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10 
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253 
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385 
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• c. 
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1,701 48 
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SOLDIERS' RETREAT.. 



EEPORT OF RESIDENT PnYSICIAK 



Soldiers' Retreat, Ward's Island, ) 

Januaiy 1, 1871. . f 
lAAo Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of 

Public Charities and Correction: 

Sib — I have tlie honor to submit the First Annual Report of the 
Soldiers' Retreat. 

Toward the close of 1869, tile applications for admission to the vari- 
008 departments under control of your Ilonorable IJoard, of soldiers 
irho had honorably served their country during the late civil war, be- 
[ came so numerous that it was deemed advisable to prepare a place 
wherein they might find a home during the inclement winter months. 
Most of them, by reason of the loss of limb, or by disease, contracted 
▼Mle in the service, were unable to obtain a living by honest labor, and 
Aus were forced to appeal to our public charities for support. 

Accordingly, on the 17th day of November, 1869, the following reso 
hition was adopted by your Ilonorable Board : 

" WhereaSj numbers of volunteer United States soldiers, by reason of 
Wounds and infirmities, have become inmates of the Hospitals and 
Alms-houses of the Department, it is 

Ordered^ That the Warden of the Alms-house cause contiguous 
Wards to be fitted up for such as shall show certificates of honorable dis- 
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charge, or who to his satief action shall show that they were honorably 
discharged from the army, and that they be provided with comfortable 
clothing, and different from that of the inmates of the Alms-houses, and 
that their diet be the same as that of the inmates of the Incarable 
Hospital." 

• 

The order was immediately carried into effect, but the applicants for 
admission to the Alms-hoiisea became so numerous, tliat it was found 
that all the room thei*ein contained would have to be devoted to its 
legitimate purpose ; therefore the Resident Physician of tlie Inebriate 
Asylum, Ward's Island, was directed to prepare the east wing of that 
institution for the reception of the inmates of the Soldiere' Betreat 

On tlie 2l8t of December, 1869, a detachment of thirty men was 
received, and by subsequent admissions there were sixty-five men in the 
Retreat on December 31, 1861). The Retreat having thus been organ- 
ized as a permanent home, provision was made to receive all who were 
entitled to its protection, and in the appended tables will be found 
a statement of the admissions, discharges, deaths, and cost of mainte- 
nance of its inmates for the year ending December 31, 1870. 

Remaining Dec. 31, 1860 65 

Admitted from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 ... 511 

Discliargcd 317 

Died 8 

Remaining Jan. 1, 1S71 251 

Candidates for admission api)ly to the office of George Kellock, Esq., 
where, on ])roviiii2: satisfactorily that thev arc citizens of the State of 
Xow York, and that tliev have been honorably disdiar<::ed from the 
service of the United States, a permit is granted which entitles them 
to admission to the Retreat ; on entrance this permit is presented, when 
the name, age, nativity, regiment, condition, and disability are stated, 
and the api>l leant is classified according to the nature of his injury. 

Kew adujissions and those returning from furlough are then required 
to take a bath, their clothes arc ticketed and stored awav, and thev are 
dressed in the uniform of the Retreat, which consists of military pants, 
coat, cap, and vest. 
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Tbose who, by loss of a limb or by disease, are incapable of 

ling the staiis, are located in Ward L which is on the first door ; 

who are able to walk safficiently welL» bat wlio are unable to 

long flights^ are located in Ward II, on the second floor ; while 

those who have the foil use of both lower limbs are consigned to Wards 

lII,IV,V,andVL 

* Each ward is commanded by a ward-master, who« with two assistants, 
•attends to the cleanliness of his ward and the discipline of its inmates, 
■lie enters aU complaints in a book provided for that purpose* and 
which are referred to the Resident Physician for adjudication. 

The bed frames are of iron, furnished with Tucker springs, mattress, 
fallow, sheets, army blankets, and white counterpane. 

Attached to each ward is a bath-room, containing two bath-tulis ; a 
wash-room containing towels, brushes, combs, etc.; also water- 
cloBets. Eveiy inmate is required to batlie at least once a week, and 
on Saturday a complete change of clotliimg is issued to alL 

At 5.30 A.^1., the inmates are aroused bv buijle call. One hour is 

allowed for dressing and ablutions, and at 6.30 a.m., each ward, 

headed by its ward-master, and brought up by his assistants, is 

'Jiarched to breakfast. The same routine is observed as to dinner, 

^hich is at 12 m., and to supper, which is at 5 p.m. 

The bill of fare, a copy of which is appended, and which was the 
^me as that of the Incurables' Hospital, has been made more ample by 
the addition of hash and fish-balls on alternate mornings. It has been 
Hdhered to closely and gives entire satisfaction, both as to quantity and 
Quality. 

At 8 A.M., all beds must be made and the wards in j^erfeet onier for 
the inspection of the Resident Physician, which then takes place, when 
every man is in the attitude of "attention,'' standing at the foot of his 
bed ; the sick are then prescribed for, and those who have other affairs 
to speak of are referred to the oflice, where all business is tnuisacted 
between the hours of 10 and 11 a.m. 



FtirluiigliB are grautetl once a month to enalile inmates to viait their 
Jiieuds, nnd to attend to whatever business they may have. The dtim- 
ion of eacli leave shall not exceed ooo week unless the applicant can 
ive It very gixxi reason for a longer absenee. 

The whole work of the Retreat, with the exception of tlie washing. 
IB done by its inmates. I>etails of men under command of a sergeant 
ire assigned to duty in the different departments, and each sei^Ant is 
held answerable for the manner in which his portion of the work ia 

ioiie. 

A tailor-shop is attached to eaeli ward, where garments torn or other- 
wise damaged are repaired, and new oues made. 

Onr means of amusement are as yet limited — still the inmates man- 
age to pass the time pleasantly at checkers, chess, dominoes, cards, and 
other in-d(X)r games. 

There ia no regular library attached to the iustitution, but the di£fe^ 

Bnt papers are received daily, and booksj magazines, pictorials, und 
reviews ai-e frequently forwarded by the Ladies' Union, which keep the 
inmates abundantly supplied with reading matter. 

The spiritual welfare of the Ketreat has been studiously attended to 
by the Kev. Marinus Willet, Rev. Oland Bourne, and the Rev. Father 
Prakinsky, who have always been ready and at hand to miuister to the 
wanta of the inmates. 

I have to thank my associates of the Inebriate Asylum for the 
efficient manner in which they have assisted me in the administration 
of tlic Retreat, and we will strive in the future, as we liave done in the 
past, to make a happy and comfortable home for the maimed and dis- 
abled soldiers committed to our care. 

In conclusion, I Iiavo to thank your Honorable Board for your 
uniform courtesy and ready approval of every suggestion for tlie bene- 
fit of the institution, and the welfare and comfort of its inmates. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ALEX. S. DOHERTY, M.D., 

lieeideni Physician, 
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Dietary Table. 

BrecJcfast^ daily, 

Haah and potatoes, 4 ounces each ; fish and potatoes, 4 ounces each. 

On alternate days — Bread, 8 ounces ; milk, 1 ounce ; coffee, f ounce ; 
Bngar, 1 ounce. 

Tea^ daily. 
Bread, 8 ounces ; milk, 1 ounce ; tea, J ounce ; sugar, 1 ounce. 

Dinner. 

I 

Konday — Corned beef, 8 ounces ; cabbage or potatoes, 8 ounces ; bean 
soup, li pint ; bread, 8 ounces. 

Tuesday — Beef, fresh, f pound; vegetable soup, 1^ pint; rice and 
molasses, 3 ounces and ^ gill ; bread, 8 ounces. 

Wednesday — Beef stew, 8 ounces; salt pork, 1 ounce; potatoes, 8 
ounces ; soup, IJ pint ; bread, 8 ounces. 

Thursday — Beef, fresh, f pound; beef soup, 1^ pint; potatoes, 8 
ounces ; rice and molasses, 3 ounces and ^ gill ; bread, 8 ounces. 

^^riday — Codfish, 6 ounces; potatoes, 8 ounces; rice and molasses, 3 
ounces and i gill ; bread, 8 ounces. 

^<Uurday — Beef stew, 8 ounces ; salt pork, 1 ounce ; potatoes, 8 ounces ; 
soup, \\ pint ; bread, 8 ounces. 

^Unday — Beef, fresh, f pound ; beef soup, 1^ pint ; rice and molasses, 
3 ounces and \ gill ; bread, 8 ounces. 



Balance Sheets Soldiei'^s Retreat^ Ward^s Island^ 1S70. 

^o amount storekeeper's distributions from January 1 to 

December 31, 1870 $15,447 54 

By amount inventory December 31, 1870 $ 5,440 19 

By amount net expenses 10,007 35 

Total $15,447 54 
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Oeneral Statement, 1870, Soldier^ Hetreat, WarePa Idand. 







Natives. 


FQKD6SI& 


Remaining in Soldiers* Retreat, January 1, 1870. . . 
Admitted from January 1, 1870, to Dea 81, 1870. . 


65 
611 


6 
91 




Total 


576 

817 

8 


97 
62 

1 


479 


Discharged from Jan. 1, 1870, to Dea 81, 1870 .... 
Deaths " " " 


7 


Total 


825 
251 


63 
84 
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Admissions, Discharges, cmd Deaths at Soldiers? Retreat, Waris 

Island, 1870. 



Months 



January ... 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. . 
October . . . , 
November . . 
December . 

Total 



Admissiokb. 





• 






S) 




> 


• ^4 




"i 


o 




-♦2 


u 




eS 


o 


» 


fe4 



3(i 






33 
36 
38 
42 
39 
35 
58 
50 
44 
78 



511 



1 
5 

10 

11 
3 
7 
6 


14 
9 
6 

13 



35 
17 
23 



25 



35 

a5 

3:3 
29 
44 
41 
38 
65 



01 



420 
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■s 

^4 


13 


1 


10 




25 


7 


20 


8 


38 


10 


29 


2 


19 


3 


11 


3 


27 


5 


28 


8 


39 


5 


49 


10 


317 


62 



Deaths. 




10 
8 
22 
20 
34 
39 



255 



1 


1 

1 
1 


1 

8 
1 

1 


1 


8 


1 



1 

3 
1 
I 



i 



,i 



n 
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INEBRIATE ASYLUM. 



REPORT OF RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 



• 



Inebriate Asylum, Waed's Island, ) 

January 1, 1871. J 
[sAAo Bell, Esq., 

President of the Board of Commissioners of 

Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

Sm — The Annual Report of the Inebriate Asylum foi* the year end- 
ing December 31, 1870, is resi)ect£ully submitted. 

Eemaining, January 1, 1870 85 

Admitted from January 1 to December 31 1,270 

Discharged 1,109 

Eloped 85 

Died 3 

Eemaining, January 1, 1871 158 

Of this number 1,105 were free inmates, committed to the Work- 
house for periods varying from ten days to six months, and thence trans- 
ferred to tliis institution, where in lieu of board they are required to 
do the work of the house. The females, 558 in number, under tlie 
direction of the Matron, perform tlie in-door duties, such as washing. 
Scrubbing, house-cleaning, cooking, etc. 

The males, 547 in number, under charge of an overseer, attend to 
the outside labor. 

The remainder, 165 in number, classed as pay patients, of whom 135 
were males and 30 females, contributed to their own support by the 



2«8 

payment of board in suras varying fi-om five dollars to thirty ddlan 
per week. 

In the accompanying statement will be found the admissions, dis- 
chai'ges, deaths, and cost of maintenance of each inmate for the year 
ending December 31, 1870. 

During the year the work of beautifj'ing and impronng the grounds 
has progressed so rapidly that those who have not seen the Island since 
1S69 would be at a loss to recognize it as the same place. 

The working gang, under the able oversight of E. T. Simpson, has 
been employed as follows : 

Fi-om February to April, in building sea-wall, grading, and sodding 
the bank on the east side of the Island. In that time 200 feet of sea- 
wall has been constructed, which has stood intact notwithstanding the 
gi'cat suction caused by the narrowness of the channel, the force of th^ 
tide, and the fj-equent passage of large steamers. A corresponding 
amount of bank has been graded and sodded down, and although th^ 
exceedingly dry summer interfered with tlie gmwth of the grass it:^ 
promises well for the ensuing year. From April to June the time was-^ 
s])eiit ill irnidiiiLT and seediuic the l;i\viu fruia tlio l)nildiui^ to the top ot 
thu east ])auk; 500 feet of wall liave been built, and 100 trees, consist — 
iiii^ of a>h, (»lui, and ma[>le, have been planted, and I am glad to say ' 
that every one of them has lived and flourished. Shrubs to the nmn— 

ft. 

ber of :iin) have l)een set in the imniediat.e vicinitv of the buildinir, aiuL 

*/ *■- • 

thev likewise have done well. 

Eight hundred feet of privet has l>een planted, and by its rapi<L 
growth it promises in a short time to do away with the tall browu 
fenee which surrounds thcgrouiuls, and thus add much to their beauty. 
The remainder of the time has l)een employed in im[)roving the sur- 
I'oundin^s of the new Lunatic Asvhun. 

In the foundiuiT of this asvlum it has aUvavs been and still is the aim 
of Your Honorable Ijoard to surround its inmates with every comfort 
and convenienee ; to remove all those obstacles and temptations which 
men and women iriven to the too free use of alcohol in its various 
forms have found it impossible to surmount without the aid of a help- 
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Sig liand, and to give them back to the world once more as useful 
ambers of society. 

Yon have also, by always approving every sii^rgestion and granting 
|«rery want of the Resident Physician, materially aided him in bring- 
^Ag the institution to its present state of usefulness and success. For 
jiAoee committed by the magistrates for drunkenness and disorderly 

amdttct you have provided a comfortable home during their term of 

iinprisonment. 

From this class of patients, held against their will, not much is to 
\t expected in the way of permanent reformation ; still, many for 
vhom situations have been procured are abstaining from drink, 'and 
4ere is now in the asylum a young girl who, after her term had ex- 
jiredy recommitted herself, remained on trial for one year, and is now 
«i the pay-roll of the institution. 

Vith the other classes of patients, entering the asylum of their own 
fiee-will and contributing to their own support, a far greater degree of 
BQccess has been attained. 

There are many who, after having spent a term of longer or shorter 
duration in the asylum, have left it with the brightest hope, and, as 
they thought, the firmest resolution never again to touch a drop of any 
intoxicating liquor ; they have fouglit hard to overcome the temptation, 
yet liave fallen a prey to their morbid appetite. They have come 
Wik, are encouraged to try again, and, as is often the case, have suc- 
ceeded in their endeavor, and lived the rest of their lives sober men. 

Others have entered the institution, have remained for periods vary- 
njg from three to six montlis, and are now holding positions of trust 
•ihI responsibility. 

I will cite a few cases. 

W. S., female, aged 32, who, before entrance, had become so en- 
feebled from the abuse of liquor and opium, that she had given up 
tDhope«of ever recovering. Being an accomplished musician she, for 
idight failing of her vocal powers, was advised to take small doses of 
piregoric ; from using this she by degrees fell into the habit of taking 
the stronger preparations of the drug, and for a long time had been 
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nsiug large quantities of whiskey in conjunction with the other etimn- 
lant. She remained nnder treatment for five months, when she left] 
the institution to take tlie position of matron in a hospital in the dtv, 
where she is now enjoying the hest of mental and physical health. 

W. F., male, aged 34, who for three years previous to admittance 
had been intoxicated most of his time, remained for three mouths, md 
has since led a sober and industrious life. 

A. R., male, aged 40, remained in Asylum six months, since which 
he has filled a responsible position to the entire satisfaction of his em- 
ployers. 

I could relate numerous other instances of men who, having been 
drunkards for various periods of time, have, since leaving the institu- 
tion, refrained from drink, and are regaining their lost position in 
societv. 

Inebriation and its mode of cure has been, during the past year, a 
subject of mucl^ discussion among our most eminent medical men- 
Some of them have claimed the most wonderful results from thei< 
mode of treatment ; othei-s have pronounced all means of cure i>* 

utterly wortliless. AVc, altlioiigh not claiming to perniaiiently enr'* 
every cavSe that comes under our care, have every reason to l)e satisfie- " 
with the results of the past year, and your Honorable J>oard can p<»ii^ 
with pride to this institution, which since its fomidation hiis done s 
niueh to alleviate the unhappiness and misery caused by the vice o 
diuukenness. In conclusion, I have to render niv acknowledirments t^ 
Charles Myer, Clerk ; to James Hughes, Engineer; to Elija Simpsuit- 
Overseer ; to James Sullivan, A\^atchnuxn, and to Caroline Kendrick 
Matron, for the able and efficient manner in which thev have at al J 
tinges discharged the duties of their various de})artnients; an J 
I have to thank your Honorable 13oard for the cordial support whicU 
vou have accorded nie in all inatters relatin«^ to the benefit of the insti- 
tution and the welfare of its inmates. 

Very respectfully, 

ALEX. S. DOHERTY, M.D., 

liesident Physician, 
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IDIOT SCHOOL. 



EEPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 



Randall's Island, January 1, 1871. 

Honorable Board of Commisdonera 

of Pitblic Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — It becomes again my pleasant duty to submit the Annual 
Report of this institution; and this duty affords me greater pleasure 
from the steady progress made by many of the pupils in their studies 
during the past year. 

The number attending school during tlie year has been one hundred, 
being an addition of twenty pupils since the date of my last report. 

In the lower grades the improvement in articulation is encouraging. 
Those who had been unable to utter intelligible sounds for the commu- 
nication of their thouglits, have learned to employ and distinctly to 
articulate proper words to convey their ideas. Others have acquired 
the idea of form and ct)lor, and from a state of utter indifference have 
been aroused to activity and cheerfulness. 

Many cases could be adduced as evidence of the great. benefits such 
an institution as ours affords. To mention all cases worthy of note 
would be 'difficult, but I will select a few merely as examples to show 
the progress those poor children have made. One little girl entered 
the school at the opening of the last season ; she a})peared one of the 
most unpromising cases in the school. Afflicted with a great and con- 



etant flow of salha, she was ntterlj iin&ble to ftrticiilato. Slio did not I 
uudcr^taud the siinpleet question a.skc(l licr. At first her progrws vtn I 
very slow, so much 8o that at different periods she waa considered aii I 
luciirable aubject, but by careful and uoiitiiiued iiiBtruutioii she n tiJ-dij j 
one of the brightest pupils in her class. She reads distioctl^ words «. 
of two and throe syllables, and recognizes them when written upontiB I 
blackboard. I 

Another case I would mention, is a girl of fifteen years who, upou t 
admission, was unable to respond intelligently to any quBstion ; in fsd, ft: 
her whole apjiearance indicated a very inferior degree of mental devd- I 
opmeiit. Step by step she impnived, and at the end of the prcwit 1 
year she can be returned to her friends, able to assist efficiontly »" i 
household mattere, and to take pleasnre for the remainder of her li»" 
in the reading and writing and other school acquirements slie le»rtt**' 
liere, and be a source of comfort to her friends. 

I must mention one more i-ase : A Iwy of sixteen yeara, who had b^- ' 
at a private Bchool, but where all efforts to t«ach liim had been uusu^^ 
cesBful, now reads quite well, and comprehends what he reads, i^- ' 
talks connectedly and sensibly ujwn matters within tlio range of li^' 
iutflliyenuc awd knuwlcdge. Ho writes vci'v wfl!. irniiiuini^ liis ijopi- * 
with much esaetneas. He also exhibits considerable taste in drawing* 
He can add, subtract, multiply, and divide lotig numbers with ease. 

Fifteen children have been taught to rejul who, at the opening of th- * 
season, could not pronounce a syllable. 

Of the abrogate number twenty have learned the simple rnlet '^ 
of arithmetic, adding and subtracting with ease. The pupils of th^ 
higher or first class have made great improvement in tins branch oz^ 
their studies-; some of the boya are capable of keeping accounts ; the>'' 
are intrusted to make sundry purchases and to go errands, all of wliicb 
they do intelligently, and thus render valuable services to tlie Ilouse. 

History and gcogi'aphy are taught to the more advanced in this class; 
they f.jike much pleasure in pointing out the boundaries of different 
States and countries, thoir capitals, principal rivers, mountains, etc. 
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Thirty, who a short time ago were given their first instiTiction in 
^penmanship, are at present capable of writing a legible hand, while a 
few have improved snffi<3iently to write short letters to their parents 
or friends, composing the same with a degree of correctness truly sur- 
prising. 

A daily sewing class is also in operation, and the neat and quick 
manner with which all articles are executed convinces me that in 
another year many of the girls can be taught to make their own 
iresses. 

In calisthenics they are quite expert, and take delight in performing 
ihe diflFerent exercises, wliich adds much to their health and muscular 
rtaiength. 

A drawing class has been introduced this year, wliich affords them a 
leasing recreation, and thus far they evince such taste in the forma- 
ion of many sketches, that it is safe to say that with careful training 
iey will surmount this obstacle, as they have all previous ones. 

Domestic education fonns an important part of their training, and 
isny of the older girls assist in the household duties by making beds, 
listing, sweeping, and waiting on table, arranging dishes, and attcnd- 
■^gin all respects to the requirements of the dining-room. Another 
'ortion of them attend to the arrangement of the scLool-room, also 
fcie wants of the younger children, or those who are incapable of caring 
^r themselves. 

I deem it proper to express my great satisfaction in witnessing an 
.mmense change in the moral deportment of the pupils ; they have 
shown a spirit of docility and submission truly remarkable, and evince 
great pleasure in performing any duty allotted them. 

One of tlieir most important improvements is the observance of per- 
gonal cleanliness at the table and in tlieir dress, imitating, as near as 
possible, the manners of other children. 

Very respectfully, 

MARY C. DUNPUY. 
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T^fAUTIOAL SCHOOL-SHIP MEROUET. 

At 8e. 



:a on a cuuise, January 1, 1871. I 
Lat. 37^ 21' K, long. 36^ 15' W. ) 



To the Honorahle Board of Commissioners 

of Pvhlic Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — I have tlie honor to submit to your Ilonorable Board 
the second annual report of the Xautical School-ship Mercury, under 
my command, for the year ending December 31, 1870. 

Having been appointed Captain by your Ilonorable Board, Septem- 
ber 22, 1870, 1 assumed command and entered upon my duties Septem- 
Iwr 20, relieving tlie executive officer (acting captain) W. II. Summers, 
to whom great credit is due for tlie efficient manner in which he has 
organized the ship. 

On inspecting the ship, I found rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the same similar to those adopted by the navy, strictly observed 
and enforced by the officers. The good conduct, order, and discipline 

of the bf)ys, and the cleanliuc'ss in wliicli I fomul tlie ship, pronn'ses 
well for the future of tlie maiiv bovs who are under instruction in tlie 
various l)ranclies of seamanship, gunnery, military drill, and English 
studies. 

During the past year 5S4 boys have been admitted on boards as will 
be seen l)v the annexed tables of discluum^s, transfers, etc. 

The system adopted at the organization of the institution for the 
government of the boys has practically worked well, and thus far I 
have not deemed it advisable to suirircst anv material elianire. On the 
7t,li of A])ril the ship left her anchorage at Hart's Island, on a practice 
cruise, and on the lOtli unfortunatelv went on shore twelve miles south 
of Cape Henry, Virginia, remaining in that position until May 4, when 
she was floated off, towed to Norfolk, and from there to >iew York. 
The boys, -liO in number, were removed from the ship, shortly after the 
accident, to Hart's Island. 



[■Owing to the damagea Bustaiued frnm the abme accident, it WU4 
inmd netsesaary to have the ship docked, recaulked, coppered, and 
■OPaTighly overhauled, and the repairs and alterations made under the 
■iwrvision of Wiu. II. Knapp, Esq., supervising engineer of the de- 
prtment, have been carried out in tlie most thorough and liubstautial 
BEnner, and met many requireuieuta found wanting heretofore. A iiew 
precastle deck has been laid, tlie old cninbereomo windlass replaced by 
Rtatent capstan, greatly needed, and the ship is now in excellent con- 
Biou. The ship Haze waa chartered for the usB of the boys dnrii^ 
■etime occnpied in the necessary repairs; they were ti'anaferi-ed hack 
B the Mercury Jnne 2. 

iBeveral short practice cruises have been made during the past year 
P Bea and in Lung Island Sonud, which have been attended by tho 
pet results. 

■The advantage to the boys of cruising cau hardly ha estimated ; 
leir associations with shore influences of a pernicious character are 
perod, the monotony of cfjniinenient la relieved by new and slrange 
bits, their duties become a necessity, and not as they feel while at 
iohor. A daily parade, and working alongside of tlie few able and 
Pling seamen on board, placed in the best positions on deck and aloft 
I teach the boys their duty, they naturally- partake of their spirit, 
HBjing cheerfnily and promptly ordere from the officers, and feeling 
Bde in performing tlieir duty well. 

|Owing to the depressed condition of onr dunniercc at the present 
Bke, great difficulty has been experienced in secnring any great 
Itnber of hoys positions ; no oppi>rtnnity, however, has been lust of 
kcing them in sitnations, and a number have been placed on vessels 
Konr navy, wliile many liave found places on onr raercbaut vessels. 

Khe interest manifested by those engaged in commercial pur-snits in 
■B success of the institution, establishes the importance of the work, 
Kd with the revival of commerce there will be no difficulty in finding 
nployment for all. 

B!riie progress made in the educational department is very enconrag- 
mt] all daily improve, while many show very decidedly tlieir desire to 
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avail Hicmselvos of the beneiita of tliia department, ae well lu seamst 
Bbip and navigation. The wetl-solocted library affonle all an «ceil«B 
op|)ortimity to cultivate a tsisto for useful and instructive reading, niiiti 
they generally improve when ofE duty. 

Singing i$ quite a feature of tUis departmeut. A uumlierof thetrtjl 
pofiBcaa fine voices, and in the evening, when the duties of the dny ut 
over, many of the boys joiu in a liappy chorus ai-oniid the organ in tbt 
sehool-rooTn. 

The religions traiuing of the boj-a, both Protestant and Csl3A 
has beeu carefnlty lo<}ked after, every facility being tendered tbep^ 
twre of both denomiuations, and here let me add that their efEoraili* 
done much to aid the officers iu improving the moral condition of w 
boya. 

The ship has been visited during the past year bymany distingniiW 
pei-soQS, including Governor John T. Hoffman, Governor Euglist of 
Connecticut, accompanied by the members of the Connecticut 1^ 
lature, the Grand Jury of Now York, Senator Tweed, and maiiyiiaiil 
officers, all iif whom seemed deeply interested and well pleased irilli 
the working and progress of the institution. 

In order to avoid the severity of the winter, it was decided by J"* 
Honoralile Board to send the ship to a milder climate, thnu giving liw 
boys a better opportunity to improve in seamanBhip and navigitii* 
Having been equipped and provisioned for a four mouths' emit*, ^ 
left our anchoi-age at Hart's Island, and in obedience to orders pi* 
ceeded to sea, December 110, thr^ingli I^ong Inland Sound, bound to** 
Canary Islands, having on board a fall complement of ofHoers, tw^* 
men, and two hundred and fifty-nine boys. 

For eight days after leaving port experienced very severe w^atSxOt 
bnt sustained no damage whatever. Many of the boys eufFeralfr''* 
Bearsicknesa the fii-st days out. The weather is now fine, the bojsp* 
forming their duty in a satisfactory manner, and are happy and ** 
tented. * 

The sanitary condition of the ship has been good throughoat tl* 
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d the following extract from tlie report of the surgeon will 
e condition of the 8hip and all on board at the present time. 

• 

h the exception of the iifiiial straggling cases of malarial fever, 
tis, etc., tlie condition of the boys is remarkably healthy. This 
lite to the excellent management and scrupulous cleanliness 
vail througliout tlie ship. The boys are required to wash every 
^ on the spar-de(ik, to wash their clothing regularly once a weekj 
strictly enjoined to observe cleanliness in eveiy respect. Their 
wholesome, nutritious, and well cooked ; their clothing is good 
quate ; the bedding is sufficient and good, being washed as often 
L'cssary ; the berth deck is well ventilated through the hatclies, 
ojKjning the ports in pleasant weather. In fact everything is 
promote health, and nothing allowed that is calculated to geu- 
isease. I therefore take pleasure in pronouncing the sanitary 
>n of the ship excellent." 

'e closing my report I would respectfully call the attention of 
jnorable Board to the conditions of admission which govern in 
itution ; they are so defective in many respects 1 feel it my duty 
, and that it is only necessary to point them out to be remedied. 

,vork ])cfore us is eminently one of education and reform, and 
[ can only be acconq:)lislied by long and pei'severing efforts on 
: of those charged with the iinjxirtant work. The desire to ele- 
j boys and secure them self-supporting employment when fitted 
not wanting on the part of those intrusted with this charge, 
y are compelled to see their pupils day after day discharged 
le institution ere they have had time to learn the '* parts of the 
[lucli less make any progress in discipline or seamanship. 

najority of the boys come to us for no stated period, and con- 
ly only c<.)ncentrate their thoughts from day to day on the pro- 
ime of their dischar^ice. Under this constant chalinn: their 
s are far from duty or study, and tlie ship becomes a prison 

convinced, from close observation, that if the boys sent here 
ide to feel that their stay was to be at least one year, or until 



tliey had nmdo certain pnigretis in BGumaDsliip and uavigatiuD (ft 
anl to be estalilislied) wliich could be detenuined by examinatioi 
would not waste tlieir time in hseless applications foi- diechiU| 
kiiowinfi; tlieir privileges and advancement depended bo iriacli t 
progress they made in their duties and atodiea, apply t!ieraaelv«B 
acqnirement of the necessaty qual i flea C ion?, and the tneaiis of gfl^ 
A livelihood by their own exertions. • 

I write thns earnestly on this snhiect from a desirfi to benefit tli»1 
feeling the necessity of tliis reform, and that good must reanlt ti 
from. 

In conclusion, T wonid expirees my obligations to the officerson hs 
for their zealous support in this important work, and to your Hoi "_ 
Board for your generous aid and nnremitting attention to the wuifl 
the institution, which cannfit but be productive of the beat re^nlta. 

Veiy respeetf itlly, 

I Tonr obedi^t servant, 

P. GniACD, Captain. 
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REPORT OF INSTRUCTOR. 



N. S. S. Mercury, ) 
Jan. 1, 1871. j 

Sib — I have the honor of submitting the Firet Annual Report of the 
School Department since it has been under my charge, a period of ten 
inonths. 

The numerous difficulties attendant upon the establishment and suc- 
cessful management of a new institution arc so well known, that apolo- 
gies for any shortcomings in this particular department are, perhaps, 
unnecessary. But the peculiar causes which, in our case, have com- 
bined against us, call for some particular notice. 

Hardly had the school been lifted a little from its chaotic state, 
classified, and to some extent disci])lined, when, by the unfortunate 
>ccurren(5e of the IGth of last April, its sessions were suspended for a 
^oriod of two months. 

The admissions and discharges had been so numerous during that 
^ime that a complete reorganization was necessary w^hen the sessions 
^^ere resumed in June. The extreme heat of the season durin<r the 
inonths of July and August, doubly felt by us in our not very well 
Ventilated quarters, had its effect on the progress of the school. How- 
ever, with the cooler breezes of September, the energy of the scholars 
returned, and the prospect of winning the prizes kindly offered by the 
Board stimulated them to renewed activity. 

On the 3d of November, Mr. S. H. Swartz was appointed as assist- 
ant instructor ; and I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to him for 
his earnestness and zeal in forwardin«: the interests of thd school. 



On the 29th of the same month. School Superintendent Kiddle and 
assistants visited and inspected the school. 
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I need not mention tlie present condition of our depai-tinent; j& 
that you are familiar. 

The number of sessions lield since the 1st of January, 1870, is 337. 

The whole number of scholars, over four and under twenty-one yeire 
of age, taught in school during the year preceding the 1st day of Jan- 
uary, 1871, is 769. 

The average number that have actually attended school during tke 
year preceding the Ist day of January, 1871, is 111. 

In taking this into consideration, it must be remembered that^ 
111 is the average attendance each session, it represents but one^nfel, 
or one half of the school ; twice that number, or 222 diflFerent iffj^ 
having actually been under instructicm each day ; and had both watehs 
attended school together, that would have been the average attendin*. 

The schedule transmitted herewith, and marked "A," representetk 
receipts of school-books, stationery, etc., during the year. " B " gives 46 
titles of all books used in the various classes. " C" is an inventory of ill 
supplies, etc.. on hand, divided into three classes, viz. : 1st, "g(^:Klf 2d, 
'" half- worn ;" 3d, ''old.'' "I) '^ is a list of j)ersonal propeity of tlieschacil. 
consisting of library, school-books, and maps. The amount of school- 
books there represented is taken from schedule '' C," by adding the whole 
of class ''good," one half class ''half- worn," and one fourth class "old, 
accordinii: to instructions contained in the " Manual of the Board of 
Education." 

In conclusion, allow me to express my obligation to yourself and the 
other oflicers of the ship, for sympathy and much assistance in tliedi^- 
charire of my duties. 

Hoping that success will continue to repay your efforts in behalf of 
the institution, 

I am, very respectfully, 

JXO. D. WHITNEY, 

Tfisfriictor' 
Capt. Pierre Giraud, Comd'g S. S. Mercury. 



INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 



IIart's Island, December 31, 1870. 

ITo the Honorable the Board of Cammissioners 

of PubliG Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — I herewith liave the honor to respectfully submit to 
your Uonorable Board my annual report of this institution, for the 
jear 1870. 

First, I call your attention to the annexed table A, showing the num- 
ber of boys admitted, discharged, transfen^ed to the school-ship 
Mercury and elsewhere, eloped and died, by which you will see that 
daring the year 930 boys have been admitted to the Industrial School, 
• number nearly double of the admissions in 1869. Of these 

837 boys were committed for the first time. 
80 " " " " second" 

9 " " " " third " 

V " " " " fourth " 

Table B will show you the respective age, and table C the nativity, 
color, and qualifications of the boys admitted, as also the cause of their 
<5ommitment. Of the above number, 546 boys have been transferred 
to the school-ship Mercury, and 277 discharged to their parents and 
S^ardians. • 

The boj^s have to attend school daily, except Saturdays, from nine 
o'clock A.M. to three o'clock p.m., with one hour's intermission for din- 
ner. Of the boys admitted, 601 were able to read and write more or 
Jess well at the date of their admission, which number tells favorablv 
against last year's admissions. 

Besides school time, the boys were employed most every day a couple 
of hours in such light manual labor as they can easily perform, and 
what at the same time is of visible benefit to their health, prevents 
them to follow their oftentimes mischievous inclinations, and is pro- 
ductive of much good in general. 
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During the last three or four months abont twenty-five to thirty boji 
liave been taken out to work nearly every day, weather ()crinitting,and 
I am happy to state that these boys went to work not only willingly kt 
with i)leasure, and performed their little tasks to my entire satisfertioiL 

The Boys' Hospital of this institution has been in charge of Dr. 
Plimkctt up to the beginuinu; of Ocitobor, when your Honorable Boird 
api)ointed Dr. Patrick McShane as surgeon in his place, with whoee 
services I have cause to be satisfied. 

Table D shows you the number of bovs admitted to and di?- 
charged from the hospital during this year. Today there are nine boys 
inmates of the hospital, all these belonging to the Industrial School 
The general health of our inmates has been very good throughout the 
year, and we were entirely free from any contagious disease. Three 
deaths only occurred, namely: one woman died suddenly of heart- 
disease, in November, of which cause the coroner has been duly notified 
without delay ; and two boys died— one from the Industrial School 
and one from the school-ship Mercury — the one August 31st, and the 
other September 3d. 

T would lierc moiitioa that Rev. ilr. AVillott, of tho Episcopal, aii*l 
Rev. FiitluT Duraiitjuct, of tlie Koman (\'itlioli(* Church, attPiidodtotbe 
s])ii-itnal welfare of our inmates, and were uiitiriuir in their zcal'^'i" 
efforts in this <xond eau^e, tor which mv best aeknowled^rments are d"^ 
them. 

The help received from the workhouse is specified in annexed tabl<? 
K, which shows that (Jil men and 3r)0 women have been tran.sforre<l 
here to d'.) the neces-ary work. The men were employed in buildiUp 
sea-walls, dii^;^ini^ trenches in the cemetery, keei^ini^ tho same in ^rood 
order, cultivating^ the i^round, sowing and collecting the croj^, of wlii<'h 
vou will lind specilicatiou in table F, blastin:j: rocks, and renderiniir such 
general as>lstanee in and around the Iniildini^^Sj d<>ck, cemetery, coal- 
yard, et(.*., as miii:;iit ho required. At i)resent they are euicaged in buihl- 
iui^ a sulwtautial sea wall at the northern end of the island, and fillini: 
in cause wav to the new dock. The olhce, dormitorv No. 2, bovs' diniuir- 
room, tool-house, shoemakers' shop, the stable, the boat-house, and the 



mtre building on tlie dock have been provided witli nev7 plastic slate 
»fing, a work also done by our inmates. 

In the tailors' and slioe shop, tailors and shoemakers have been occu- 
►ied throughout the year in repairing boys' and men's clotliing and 
IOCS. Carpenters and painters were occupied in renovating and repair- 
buildings, fences, etc. 

I would here mention that the wooden buildings of this institution 
are in constant need of repair. The two docks also need very badly to 
^ put in good condition again, as they snflFered very much from the 
pffects of a heavy gale in one night at the beginning of November, 
which dislodged all the piles, and especially the lower dock, which is so 
Viuch damaged that it cannot be any more used before the necessary 
.lepairs are thoroughly done. The buildings at the south end of this 
jdand, which were used last spring and summer as relapsing fever 
iKispital, are also constantly in need of repair, and especially the roofs 
•eed to be thoroughly repaired before they can be occupied again. 

Our national holidays — 4th of July, Thanksgiving day, and Christ- 
inas — have been celebrated in the usual manner, and our young people's 
Iiearts were made happy and thankful by the many good things the 
Idndness of your Honorable Board has provided for them. 

Table G is the yearly statement of the monthly and daily cost of 
provisions, clothing, medicines, etc. I enclose also the inventory of 
■lock on hand up to date, and inventory of goods belonging to Relapsing 
Fever Hospital. 

The frequent visits of the members of your Honorable Board have 
been of great benetit to this institution, and through your philanthropic 
e£Forts nothing has been omitted that could conduce to the attainment 
of the noble end for which the Industrial School has been founded. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen. 

Yours very respectf uUj, 

LAURENCE DUffPHY, 

Warden. 
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TABLE F. 
Crop of the Tear 1870. 

Potatoes boshelB 233 

BeetB " 20 

Turnips ** 149 

Cabbage heads 500 

Upland hay tons 8 

Salthay •• 



CITY PRISON. 



Office of the Warden of City Prisons, 

Halls of Justice, 
New York, January 1, 1871. ' 

> ths HoTuyrahle the Board of Commissioners 

of Public Charities aiid Correction: 

Gentlemen — In submitting to your Honorable Body his annual 
^**"^port for the year 1870, the Warden of the City Prison avails liiinself 
^^'ff the opportunity thus afforded of calling your attention to its present 
^^<jndition, in the hope that immediate steps may be taken to provide a 
^**^raedy for the defects to which he respectfully begs leave to call 
^^iie attention of your Honorable Body. The site of the present build- 
^:iig, as is well known, is totally unfitted for the purposes to which it 
lias been applied. Originally the centre, or near the centre, of what 
"Vras a large fresh- water pond, known as the Collect, it was found 
Necessary to erect the building upon piles, as in no other way could a 
sufficiently secure foundation be obtained. By reason of the yielding 
nature of the ground, which for a great depth below the surface 
consists of soft muddy clay, saturated with water, it was impossible to 
drain to a depth sufficient to prevent the lamentable yet inevitable 
effects upon the inmates of the dampness that exudes from the ground, 
and which at times pervades every room in the building. In addition 
to this, the artificial or surface drainage has become irreparably injured 
by reason of the settling of the foundation near the drain leading to the 
sewer, and these two causes combined render the buildings absolutely 
unsafe and positively dangerous to the health and lives of those com- 
pelled to occupy it. This is more particularly the case with the occu- 
pants of the lower tier of cells and the rooms on the ground floor. 



Tlie City Prison is also greatly deficient in respeL'l to aoeommodatiofi 
for the increaaed criminal bneiness of the city. 

When it was first occupied, in tiie year 183S, it was intended toic- 
comniodate abont two hundred persf>ii8, or one per»oii to each wIL 

The population at that time was abont three hundred thoiwand; 
now, with a population of one million, with a more than ^ I 
portionatB increase in tlie dangerous classes, the criminal busineaalia^ I 
largely outgrown tlie faciliticB for its tratiaaction. Thia i* 1 
clearly evidenced by the fact tliat the daily average unmber fli ' 
inmates now exceed five hundred, ten timea as largo aa tlat 
of flie year above mentioned. The colls, originally intended f"f 
occupation by one person (and nnder no circninslaQcea Rlioiild tlie; 
contain more), invariably contain two, and it fretiuently liappons tlat 
tliree, and occasionally four, persons are from ni-cessity confiuc-d in '""' 
cell. In a sanitary point of view, simply as regards the inmates, e i^'* 
a state of things is to be deprecated ; in a moral aspect, however, th« 
one in which the public are more directly interested, the t:ase is t^ti" 
more lamentable, as it is obvious that the intercourse thus establisls^^' 
as well between the ooufirmeil criininal.^i tbemiiclvcs as those just f?"'' 
tered upon a career of crime, must result in increased vice and imni* — 
rality, and pervert into a conservatory of crime what was intended an^ 
should l>c made one of the most perfect of the reformatory institution^ 
of this city. 

A new and enlarged City Prison is beyond question a necessity. 
The location should be selected with great care, and should, if practi- 
cable, be on elevated ground. 

The building should l>e constructed upon the most approved model, 
containing all the modem improvements in heating, lighting, ventilat- 
ing, etc., adapted to its requirements, and should be of a style and size 
commensurate with the importance aud wealth of this metropolis. 

I would, therefore, recommend to your Honorable Board that steps 
be taken at the present session of the State Legislature to sanction the 
undertaking, by giving the necessary authority to your Honorable Body 
to provide the means therefor in the manner usual in such cases. 



Stocks of the city could be issued, redeemable in tlie f:iture sufScientlv 
remote to admit dt the erection and occupation of the new prison, and 
the sale of the present one, when the proceeds could be applied to the 
redemption of the principal of the stock so issued. 

It is probable that the proceeds of the sale of the ground and the 
baildings of the old would be sufficient to pay for the proposed new 
prison, as the site of the present building is of great value, and would 
most asanredly be used hereafter for commercial purposes. 

During the past yeai' the City Prison has been thoroughly painted, 

cleaned, and renovated, as far as practicable, inside and out. Shade 

trees have been planted opposite each of the four fronts of the build- 

*Qgr inside the railing, the grass-plots renewed — in fact, evernhing 

possible has been done to improve the prison and its surrounding^i, and 

^^o remedy the natural defects in its location and construction. But for 

^lio commendable care, claanliness, order, and system insisted upon by 

J^onr Ilonorable Body, and the alacrity with which your subordinates 

ol^^y your instructions in this regard, serious consequences to the 

^o^lth of its inmates would have been the certain result. 

• 

In fact, without the constant exercise of such care, and the enforce- 
^^^ci^nt of such order in respect to cleanliness, ventilation, etc., the prison 
'^^'cjuld in a short tune become uninhabitable. 

In this connection it may not be out of place to remind your Ilonor- 

^►T^le Board that the Grand Jury of this County, at a Court of Genenvl 

^^essions of the Peace, held on Friday, June 22, 1866, made a present- 

^^^^ent to the court of the necessity of increased accommodation for the 

X^risoners of the City Prison. 

The presentment was transmitted to the Common Council by t!ie 
^on. John T. Hoffman, then Mayor of this city, in a message addressed 
to that body; but no further action, beyond referring the subject to a 
special committee of the Board of xVldermen, was ever taken. 

As the erection of a new City Prison is a necessity daily increasing, 
as is painfully evident to those acquainted with the facts above enu- 
merated, and many others of a minor character not deemed by me 



neoeasary to mention,! Imve wmsidered it my duty to call ilie stia- 
tion of joor Honorable ]>uat'd officially to tho t^ubject, iu the k>;>c tk 
neoeaeaty steps may be itiimediiitely taken to pi-ovido us rapidly as )<w 
Bible for this, one of the gro&tuiit ueedu of this great city. 

All the other prisons midev my tbarpo are in very good order eiwft 
the Third District, which lias not a Etufficient supply of Crolon wiUr, ' 
and the Fifth Dist^ct, vhiuh ia not property ventilated. 

During the year there have been expended the following 

For repairs, etc, to ironwork §935 33 J 

Painting materials 45S TJ I 

Lnmber for repairs nnd imilding tnatcriaU 33& 1*3 1 

Hoofing 3^r 10 I 

Olaes, patty, eto., for glazing 9 5 

Plumbing 743 W 

Total S2,S08 13 I 

I also present the osoal taliuUr statuinent of the number, crtm^l^ | 
etc., etc., of all the prisoners who were coinniitted to the City Priw* 
during the past year. ' 

Table " A" shows the number remaining in prison Janimry 1, IS'^i 
the number received during the year, number discharged, sent i« Elx^" 
well's Island by the eourt^, the unmber transferred to Ulackweil's 
Island by the Commissionera of Public Charities and Correction, tw 
number sent to the State Prison, and the number remaining in prism 
December 31, 1870. 

Table " B" shows the Tiativity, social relations, habits of life, and ^ 
gree of education of all the prisoners who were committed. 

Table " C " shows the crimes committed by the prisoners who W 
received at Firet District Prison. 

Table " D " shows the crijnes committed by the prisoners who vtrt 
dischfti^d and sent to Blackwell's Island from the Second Distri* 
Prison. 
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Table. "E" shows the crimes committed by tlio prisoners who were 
^dificlmi^ed and sent to BlackwelFs Island from Third District Prison. 

Table " F " shows the crimes committed by the prisoners who were 
discharged and sent to Blackwell's Island from the Fourth District 
Prison. 

Table " G" shows the crimes committed by the prisoners who were 
discharged from the Fifth District Prison. 

Table " II " shows the nativity of the prisonei's who were committed 
to City Prisons during the year. 

Table **I" shows the ages of the prisoners who were committed to 
City Prisons during the year. 

I also annex a statement showing the daily cost of each inmate for 
provisions, clotliing and bedding, salaries, liquors and drugs, fuel and 
rniscellaneous articles, for the year 1S70, as well as the total monthly 
oost of the same. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JNO. STACOM, 

Warden. 
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Showing the Daily Cost oj 
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FOR WHAT OFFENCE COMMITTED. 



MALES. 



FEMALES. 



TOTAL. 



Milt and Battery 

-^saaolt and Battery, Feloniouft. 
-^Iiandonment. 
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Miademeanor. 
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Vagrancy , 

Violation of Corporation Ordinanoea 
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TABLE H. 



ativity of Prisoners Committed during the Year 1870. 



COUNTRY. 

• 


MALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 




12,973 

11,466 

8,600 

1,132 

201 

650 

304 

151 

97 

36 

27 

27 

19 

24 

19 

15 

15 

10 

6 

5 

5 

2 


8,914 

5,732 

2,304 

690 

274 

239 

280 

126 

16 

17 

6 

5 

12 

3 

4 

3 


21,887 


tates 


17,198 




5,904 




1,822 




475 


•••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• ••• 


S89 




584 




280 




113 




53 




33 


• 


32 


ies 


31 




27 




23 




18 




15 
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4 
4 
3 


14 
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8 
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30,787 


18,636 


49,423 





^^^^^^^ TABLE H^ 


^■^^T^^ ^n 
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WORK-HOUSE. 



Office of the Work-house, ) 

Blackwell's Island, N.Y., January 2, 1871. f 

> the Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

ErENTLEMEN — In accordance with the animal requirements of your 
>norable Body, the Superintendent of the Work-house presents his re- 
nt for the year 1870. 

The annexed tables (compiled from the records of this department) 
lly detail the transactions of the year. 

Our average number of inmates during the year past has been 529, 
ring one less than the previous year. 

The exj^nditures have been less than the previous year, altliough the 
chibit shows an increase which c\\x\ be accounted for in the rise in the 
iple articles of provisions; also the institution has been furnished with 
great amount of winter clothing and bedding which was not required 

the previous year. 

The inmates, both male and female, have been profitably employed 
LJring the year ; the males breaking stone, grading, building, and 
pairing sea-wall. On each side of the Island there is now a substan- 
J sea-wall just completed between the Asylum and Alms-house 
^Unds, also an excellent road, passing directly from the Asylum, and 
king a continuous road to the lower end of the Island. 

-- ^lilors, shoemakers, carpenters, blacksmiths, tinsmiths, horse-shoers, 
I painters have done good service for various institutions as well as 
the Work-house proper. 

XTic females have performed a large amount of labor in making and' 

23 



ind 




menta of varioiia descriptJona, and knitting etocld 
neiitfi under your cliargu. 

lioii is in a, very liealtliy state, free from any c 
excellent condition. The Siiperiuteiident i 
any and all times. 



ere attaplied to' the institution have been willing an^ 
'o me in earrying out the various orders and diligentl] 
I erviceB required of them. 

be ingratitude on my part if I failed to express my ij 
o the Board of Commiesionere fur their kind oonsida 
«d towards me during the j'ear that has just closed, si 
Q, would re3j>ectfully eay that I will henceforth endeai 



tit. 



Very respectfully, yours, truly, 



J. KEEN, 

Sujtenntcndi 



EXHIBIT A. 
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tht Vt'irlv cb8 well as the Total Monthly Cost, 
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i 


1 9.5 
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$108 97 4. 




2 0.6 
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NEW YORK PENITENTIARY, 



BLACKWELL^S ISLAND. 



REPORT OF THE WARDEN. 



Warden's Office, New York PENiTENTiAJtY, ) 
Blackwell's Island, December 31, 1870- J 



Isaac Bell, President, 
James Bowen, 
James B. Nicholson, 
Owen W. Brennan, 
Alexander Frear, 



Commissioners of Pvblio 



Charities and Correction : 



Gentlemen — The Annual Report of the New York Penitentiary for 
the year 1870 is respectfully submitted to your Honorable Board. 

By reference to table "A," hereto annexed, it will be seen that the 
number of admissions in the year has been large, amounting in the 
aggregate to 1,769, comprising 1,434 males and 335 females; and that 
there were imprisoned at the close of the year 523 males and 102 
Females, making a total of 625 prisoners, being an increase of 164 over 
the number on hand December 31, 1869. 

Table "B" shows the number of admissions in any single month to 
have been the greatest, 193 in December, and the least, 108 in February. 

The course of tlie population during the year is shown by the 
following 




8iat«m«nt of t/te "Daily Censtts." 




■ Jannacy. . . 
Fobniaiy. , 
Hucli... 

lApril 

Mfty 

July'"!; 

ifieptemboT 
;Dctobet . . 
'Kovember 
l>eoeTabei' 



. The daily average number of prisoners for the year ^vas 540, for w 
maiiitenanpfi tliere was expended tlie Bum of §S6,0f!2.92, nf a daily 
of forty-tliree cents one and four-teiitlis mill to eauh inmate, notwit 
standing an entire new stock of clothing had to he provided for* 
increased number of male convicts, and including some extraflrdiniij 
expenses charged in the month of June. Tlie real net expenees of 4» 
institution were $70,390.17, as is exliibited in table Q. 

The nsual statistics are given in the tables accompanying this rep<* 

The prison has been in a cleanly condition and good sanitary stilt 
throughout the year, 

Tlie number of deaths has been thirteen, nearly all of those deoeand 
being affected with chronic diseases upon their reception. 

Kine men and one woman have escaped during the year. ThisiB* 
eludes two male prisoners who eloped from the fever and small-ptt 
hospitals, where they had been sent for medical treatment, thns leari^ 
but seven men and a woman actually escaping while under the ohilp 
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the officers of the Penitentiary ; and of these one man, detailed as a 
11 man, eloped when he had been kept forty-eight days (after his term 
one month had expired) on a fine of $50. Five men escaped from 
B guard and ferry boats, and one man from the gang at Eandall's 
and, none having succeeded in eflFecting an escape from a gang on this 
and. The woman who eloped was detailed as a chambermaid. 

But two convicts have been pardoned during the year by his Excel- 
icy the Governor 

A number of convicts entitled to the advantages of the law have had 
eir sentences commuted, on account of good conduct and faithful 
rformancc of duty. The beneficial eflFects of this law are plainly 
iible in the conduct of the great majority of the convicts to whom it 
plies, and, as I anticipated, it is conducive of discipline. 

The convicts have been well and seasonably clad, any requisition for 
8 purp(jse having always been promptly granted by your Honorable 
ard, and the diet provided for the prisoners is wholesome and 
intiful. 

Tlie majority of the male convicts have been employed in quarrying, 
ftding, gardening, building sea-wall, and stone-cutting, which latter 
iployment, although now temporarily discontinued, will be resumed 
an early day, as it affords the younger convicts having long terms to 
rve an opportunity to acquire a trade, which many of them have done 
cutting stone for the new building of the lunatic asylum on Ward's 
and, and for the large stoop at Charitj' Hospital, on this island, the 
essing of the stone for this st(X)p having been done in a style reflect- 
; credit upon the master stone-cutter, James Mahoney. 

The building of the sea-wall is progressing steadily, and proves keeper 
hn McCarthy, who superintends the work, to be an experienced con- 
uctor. 

The mechanics among the convicts, tliough comparatively few, have 

en usefully employed, the Penitentiary affording constant employment 

the shoemakers and tailors in making and repairing clotliing and 

oes for its inmates, while the carpentei's and painters have done con- 



BJderable work for other of tho institutions as well as this. The blsfc- 1 
ftftiitha and tinamitlw, for tlie number eraploved, liavo turued out n bqp ' 
KinuuTit of work, and several articles heretofore purchased ly t]ie doput- 
raent have been nianiifactured hy tlie master Iilacksinith, Williui 
Oouf^hlin, wlioBe iiLgeiiuitj and ekilful services liave bet'ii of cuiad- 
evable advanlajfe t-o the department. 

TliB gang at tho prison on Iliuidall's Island has been iTicn^a-sedlo 
forty-two men, in diargo of two koejicrg ; the grading of the gronnd* 
and other necessary work thei'e fnmisli them constant employmait. 
Soino of the male convicts form the crews of lh« eeveral guarf mi 
ferry boate, and are detailed in tho kitchen, butuhcr gliop, aud about 
the prison in varioJis necessary duties, and as runners, etc. 

As iiBual the ]alx>r of the female convicts conaietB in Hcrnhbiog, wiuh- | 
ing, sewing, and general honsework, those detailed in the scwing-mMn 

being steadily iKtciipied in making clothiug fur thi^ and other pIiuMi 
and mending gannents for the Penitentiary. 

During the year 123,846 days' labor was performed by the male onn- 
victs, and the females worked 24,644 days. 

The reconstruction and suitably fitting up the wash-house, to which a 
drying-room was added in the coramenceuient of the year, has given 
complete facilities fi>r washing and drying clothing in wet weatiier, and 
is a convenience that was heretofora greatly needed. 

The matron, Mrs. Ella H. Halliwell, has faithfully performed her 
duties, and becTi watchful of the interests of the institution, to which 
she devotes her experienced services without remission. 

Mr. Richard P. H. Abcll assumed the clerkship in the beginning of 
November, and, entering into the position with energy, has been active 
and prompt in the execution of his duties, discharging them satisfacto- 
rilj. 

To the officers generally I return thanks for their vigilance aud assist- 
ance in maintaining the discipline necessary in a prison, and for the efli- 
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ient manner in which they have rendered their services as occasion 
squired. 

The Rev. Zetus Searle and the Kev. Father Duranquet, chaplains, as 
rell as the Kev. Edward Cowley, with their several assistants, have 
arefuUy looked after the spiritual well-being of the prisoners, afford- 
ig them an opportunity of attending divine services on each Sabbath, 
nd providing them with proper reading matter. 

In conclnsion, I beg leave to offer ray grateful acknowledgments to 
veiy member of your Honorable Commission for the cortinued confi- 
ence and support bestowed on me, which it shall always be my aim to 
eserve. 



With respect, your obedient servant, 



JOHN FITCH, 
Warden. 



«M 



TAXX A. 



I 



The following table shows tlie uumlier of male and female pnaoim 
remaining on December 31, 1869 ; how many have been received, fe- 
charged, etc, during the year ; alao bow many are remaining at dds 
data, December 81, 1870 : 





MAOS. 


FEMALES. 


1 


t 


1 


IBNITBNTUBT, B. L 
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TABLE B 

s a tabular statement of male and female convicts received 
from Januaiy 1 to December 31, 1870. 





Male& 


Females 




1870. 


• 


1 




1 


TOTAIi. 




108 

77 

116 

06 

07 

122 

112 

136 

141 

00 

100 

144 


15 
7 
8 
2 

11 
4 
3 
3 

10 


11 

12 


26 
23 
20 
15 
27 
21 
36 
32 
21 
20 
17 
35 


3 
1 
2 
1 
3 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
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114 
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153 




172 


)r 


173 




130 
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130 


r 
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05 
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24 
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TABLE C 

s a tabular statement of male and female i oavicts discharged 
from January 1 to December SI. ISTO. 
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TABLE D 



1 



ShowB the number of convicts pardoned by the Governor of fie 
State, or discharged bj habeas txirpos, daring the year endisgDe- 
cember SI, 1870. 
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PENiTBNTiaaT, B. I. 
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This table Bhows the iimnber of deaths in tlie New York Peniten- 
tiary dnnnjj the year ending December 31, 1870. 
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The following presents a classification table of the ages of male 
d female convicts received from January 1 to December 31, 1870, 
elusive : 



TABLE F. 



AOE& 



Ler 15 yeazB 

m 15 to 20 years 
20to!» ** 
25 to 80 '' 
30to85 ** 
85to40 '' 
40 to 45 *' 
45 to 50 '' 
50to55 " 
55tofl0 ** 
60 to 65 ** 

T 65 yean 

Total... 



NUMBER 


NITMBER 


MAT.Ka 


FEMALEa 





8 


372 


40 


405 


71 


258 


77 


151 


49 


112 


45 


53 


21 


31 


13 


20 


7 


15 


3 


5 





1 


1,434 


335 



TOTAL. 



14 
412 

476 

835 

200 

157 

74 

44 

27 

18 



5 



1,769 



Tliis tabiilnr Btatemeiit gives the nationalities ui the male aud itnili 
■ convicts rei:eived during the year 1870 : ^^^H 

f TABLE ^^^^^1 


^^m RATIYIITRS. 
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2 

1 






Italy 




















































1 








i,4a4 


335 










351 



TABLE II, 

ins: the crimes committed bv male and female convicts received 
iiuary 1 to December 31, 1870. 



CRIMEa 



I 

MALl::a ' FEMALES. 

I 



eny , 

it petit larceny. 

1(1 battery 

^<?ny 



it grand larceny 

in third dojrrec , 

it burglary in third degree. 

its of biirjrlary , 

ith intent to Bteal 

langeroua weapons 

^ house , 

tenccs 

expi>sure of person , 

assault and battery , 



mischief 

assault , 

reatmont charged with crime. 

rora person 

nent , 



1^ hotel-koq)or. 



sny by trick and dc^ 



fourtli degree 

it night time with intent to steal. 



scased food 

healtli law 

y injurinjjT a horse 

.•ape of prisoner I 

tiircat<:iiiiig letters ^^^th intent to extort' 

I 

at burglary i 

go<Kls by iiilso pretence 

l)rosfnting police officer, thereby extorting, 



onvict 

litv'r, fnurtli degree 

it burglary, first degree. 

third di^groo , 

jistering : . , 

stolen gooils , 



tal, 



940 

11 

348 

8 

24 

20 
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5 

31 

9 

3 
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3H 

9 
4 
9 

V^ 

o 

<w 
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:5 

($ 

lo 
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1 

♦> 

1 

3 

1 

»> 

«/ 

1 
4 
1 
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1 
1 



284 
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3 
G 



a 



3 
3 
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TOTAL. 



1,224 

u 

207 

11 

30 

20 

7 

5 

23 



8 

2 

8 

28 

12 

4 

11 

15 

2 

5 

3 

14 
15 
7 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

3 
1 
2 

1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1,434 



335 



1,709 



TliiB tiiLle Bhowa tlie terras of LuiDnnitmeiita of tlie male and feoule 
euiivictfi rctieived from January 1 to December 31, 1S70. 



TBEMa 
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„^^ 


TOrli. 
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3n 












111 




it 
















I year and S moDthe 


» 








) 










i 






I 










1,434 


335 


i;* 







TAD1,E J, 



Showing the education of the male and female convicts received 
from January 1 to December 31, 1S70. 



™e„,o». 


«„„ 


PEUALES, 


TOTAL. 




1,081 
183 
171 


138 
10 
197 


1,209 
















1,434 


335 


1,760 
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TABLE K. 

his table shows the social condition of the male and female convicts 
jived from Januaiy 1 to December 31, 1870. 



CONDITION. 



agle... 

juried., 
idows. . 
Idowen 



Total 



MALES. 



984 
418 



82 



1,434 



FEMAIiE& 



105 
147 

83 



335 



TOTAL. 



1,089 

565 

83 

32 



1,769 



TABLE L, 

Showing the numoer ot tmies that male and female convicts, received 
daring the year 1870, have been previously committed. 



TIMES COMMITTED. 
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FEMALE& 


TOTAL. 


Vlllrir UID'^ - 


1,105 

181 

82 

42 

8 

7 

8 


243 

47 

21 

10 

8 


1,348 


taoond '< 


i 


228 


third " 


I 


103 


WOKtvtk 


I 


52 


nftti '< 


( 


16 


■sth 


. 


7 


faventh*' 


I 


8 
2 

1 


G 




' 


2 


■ 


4 
2 


5 


Vanth 


' and upwftrdfl. x ... ^ ^ .. ^ ».,....... . 


2 


Tol 


^ 






1,434 


335 


1,769 




7 



^^^^^^V TAB! 

sKw^^^everal occupatioiia of 
Jauuarj- 1 to Decemb 

OC0tTATI0N3. SO. 


"1 

EM ■ 

tlja male priaoiiera reoeive 
er31, 1870, induflivB. 

Cabinboy 

Capmaker 

CnnierB, 

DriverH 

Dyers 

DrugBriBte 

Deoorator 


1 


AreMWct. 1 

igeot. 1 




Butchers 33 

Bakers 10 

Barbers 14 

Blaofaimiaii 28 








Frameraaker. 

Farmers 




Brewen 8 


Qvyxn 1 

Gardenow T 

Gusfiltera. ' 

GlaBscatter ' 

Gildera. 8 

Glarier. 1 

Gnnsmitha 3 

HatteiH. 4 

Horsedealet 1 


Bttrtendere 8 

Bhiiter 1 


BricHnyera S 


Broker 1 




Clerks 44 

Cartmen 8 

Ctmfeetionets 3 

Children fl 

Cunlkers 2 

Coachmen 2 


HosUere 4 


loBpectorH. 2 

Jnpnnner 1 








.. 8 


MiUers 

Mnchimrts 


,. 3!i 




.. 2 






CooparB 2 

Cftlico printer 1 




Merchanta. 


.. 3 
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:)CCUPATION& 
shew 

rs 

kr 

or 

;r 

iv.r 

♦ TS 

r 

* , 



2 

1 

1 

1 
o 

4 
1 
1 
:5 
1 

14 

17 

51 
14 



I 



KO. OCCUPATIONS. 

7 SicTCinakcrri. 

Soilmokers 

Saloon keepers 

Sijjjarmakcrs 

Storekeeper 

Steainfitters 

Stonemason 

Si>eculator , 

Stonecutters 

Soapmakcr 

Stewards. 

Safemakers 

Telf'grapli operators. 

Teamsters , 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

Toolilresser 

3 i Tj-pemakers 

1 ! Tanner 

1 , Tin -box maker 

1 Tobacco workers. . . . 

1 Tninkmaker. 

*> Tobacconist 

Umbrella-makers . . . 



1 

t i Vaniishers . . . 
1 j NVhitew;ishera 
:} i Waiters 

Weavers 

Wheclwrijfht . 

Wircmokcr. . . 



t 

1 

Gl 

4') 

6 



KO. 

2 

7 

13 
1 
2 
1 
1 
7 
1 
2 
2 
3 
STy 
29 
14 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
4 
5 
43 

1 
1 



Total 1,434 
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TABLE N 

Shows the difiPerent callings and occupations of female prifiooen 

received during the year 1870. 



OCCUPATIONa 



NO. 

Actresses 2 

Buttonmaker 1 

Children 7 

Chambermaids 2 

Cooks 16 

Dressmakers 8 

Domestics 185 

Fur liner 1 

Fur sewer 1 

Housework 28 



Hairdresser 1 

Housekeeper II 

Laundresses 9 

Milliners t 

Shirtmaker 1 

Seamstresses H 

Tailoresses • 



Total 



Recapitulation of Elopements during the Year 1870. 





Males. 


Females. 




Months. 


S 


• 

o 


White. 


i 

3 


i 

u 

ft 


January 








February .... ... 


• ■ • • 




1 


March 


• • • • 

1 
1 

1 




1 


1 


April 




1 


1 


May 




. i ...' 


1 


t/ 

Jiiue. 




1 


, 


July 


. . . .| 






, 


August 


■ • • • 

2 
1 
1 
1 


• • • • 






3 


SeT)tember 








1 


October 








1 


November 


1 






% 


December 




1 


.^^ 


1 




. . . .|. . . . 


,..— 


Total 


8 


1 


1 


10 




-^ 
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following is an account of all clothing made from January 1 to 

ber 31, 1870 : 



panta, pairs. . 



it PEKITEKTIAR^ 

an Cot-bottoniB... 



Bedsprends. . . . 

Sheets 

Pillow-cases .. . 
Table-cloths. . . 



Skirts 

Uittens, pain... 



lOB KITOOL-BIIIP IfimCimT 



n RELAFBIKO FEVEK noBPFTAL, QART'S IBLASD. 
SS I Suspenders. 



R rasTITCTIOKB ON RANDALL'S IBLAXD. 



100 I Stockii^B, p 

290 Skirts 

90 I Shirta 



FOR INEBRIATE ASTLrH, WARD'S ISLAND. 

121 Sheets 

34 Shirts 



TABLE P. 

PAi-fiOLL Kew York Penitesttuby. 



JoImFitoh 

JohnFitel) 

R.P. H. AtoU 

R. P. H-AbeU 

Junea Haboney 

WaUun ConghUn 

Robert McOeo 

Homei BunnoU 

Matthew Ford 

William Header , 

Charloa OralmiQ 

Timothy Uahone; 

Jamea Ooaglua 

Thomnfi RufWDod 

, BAbert Stogdill 

Michael Adams 

John McCarthy 

JohnE. Hyatt 

Thomoa BUey 

Robert TacJior 

WiUiam Daltan 

Patriok McLaughlin 

Thomas Stnplcton 

William CoBine 

Daniel McCarthy 

Btephen KeUy 

Patrick Geery 

Hemiaii Eittlane 

Feidiuand Lnbbe 

Frederick A. Deamthall . . 

John Galmi 

Theo. S. Sbadbolt 

Richard J. Shannon 

Frederick Schneider 

Jamea Reid 

John H. Kerrigan 

Mioboel Mohon 

Tiotor Phillips 

EUtt H. HaJiiwell 

EllaH. Halliwell 



, Wardsn 

. Kecpofoov. 

, . OI«rii 

. . Board 

.. Master 
. Master bl 



. Ex-keeper. . . . 
. Night guard . . 
..Guard 



i,wn 
m« I 
i,iini» 
i.oaai» 

tOfOI 



SOD 9) 
MOW 
MOO 

noooo 

!(flfll>0 

toduO 

000 HF 

enooa^ 
onow 

UOOOD 
900 00 

noDtxi 
ooooo 

DW 00 
wo DO 



4m m 

4W) 00 
480 00 

WO 00 

480 00 
500 00 
!00 TiO 



Total *32,1I28 SO 



TABLE Q. 



Table ehowing the debit and credit account of the Kew York Peni- 
itiary, Blaekwell'e Island, for the year ending December 31, 1870 ; 



Mnoimtofstook, December 81, 1889 $34,141 83 

" storekeeper's distribntioii S8,043 13 

" offloera' aalariea 3&,78S 7S 

Total $111,970 77 



anunmt stock on hand, December 31, 1870 (34,718 30 

' ' oentral office ^ 15,100 77 

" storekeeper 1,768 88 

" baJanoe net eipeiiBes. 70,300 17 

Total »111,070 77 



Ji 



Showing the Daily ( 



#_ 



MONTHS. 



January 



February 



March. 
April . 



May . 
June 
July. 



August 



September 
October . . . 



November 
December 



Total 



Average. 



Average 
Numbers. 



482 



516 



489 
486 

477 



512 



516 



560 



603 



625 



610 
606 



6,482 



540 



Provisions. 



3.202 77 
2,134 27 
2,357 37 
2,528 91 
2,513 37 

2.203 80 
2,459 11 
2,464 42 
2,401 15 
2,775 06 
3,256 73 
2,195 45 



$30,492 41 



$2,541 03 



Hontb 



6 i 
4 ] 

4 i 

5 S 
5 S 
4 i 
4 1 
4 A 

3 £ 

4 A 






3 C 



$56 9 



$4 7 



(Vo Am« pa(« 360.] 
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OUT-DOOR POOR. 



KEPOKT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



New Yoek, December 31, 1870. 

rA« CojnmiaaioTiers o/ Public Chariti^and Correction: 

Gbmtlkmen — The Snperintendent of Out-door Poor respectfully 
reseote the report of the Department under his charge for the year 
nding December 31, 1870. 

The following tabular statement shows that during the year there 
*ve been relieved by donations in money 5,541 families, compiTsing 
dSft adult males, 5,354 adult females, and 15,442 children. 





1 


1 


1 
1 


j 


1 




845 
803 

688 
411 
350 
817 
471 
629 

m 

107 
230 

378 
814 


143 
146 
815 
143 
109 
837 
164 
171 
46 
43 
84 
138 
253 


331 
337 
734 
889 
864 
810 
481 
633 
91 
118 
208 
259 
716 


903 

2,333 

1,019 

912 

2,W9 

1,360 

1,808 

211 

228 

641 

974 

1,847 


























i:928 


" 8 


2,603 




























6,541 


1,980 


5,354 


15,443 


32,783 
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Total number of families relieved 5,541, of which the following! 
the nationalities: 

United States 811 

Ireland 3,466 

England 169 

Scotland 56 

Germany 964 

France 49 

Canada 2 

Other countries 24 — 5,541 

Upon the visitors of the Department devolves the duty of pre&cril^[ 
the measure and kind of relief to be given to applicants. 

The thorough knowledge obtained by them of their several distridi 
readily enables them to detect fraudulent applicants. 

There was supplied during the year to 7,537 families 3,083 tomrf 
coal. 

The total amount of cash dis^bursed l)y me during the year for Jl 
purposes (exclusive of special donation to blind) was §119,771.02. 

A coui[>arison with the years 18GS and 1S09 is herewith submitted. 



Donations 

Children nursing 

Transportiition of ]);nipurs 

Salaries 

Coal 

Expenses of oflicc, stationer>', fuel, and cofTins 

Less ciish receii)ts 



18G8. 


18G0. 


1870. 


§41 .377 03 $48,r)0G 00 

;^,00G 25 4,270 00 

1.07G 78 2,000 80 

21,000 00 20,400 82 

84,474 ()2 48.8.-)4 80 

8,050 03 7.083 70 


^53,73:50 

3,409 75 

1,718 51 

32,Gy6 49 

23,299 i: 

7,500 OO 


,^113.004 Ol| ^132,281 27 

2.780 00 3,720 00 

1 


$123,361 43 
2,588 50 



^110,914 55| $138,555 27 $119,7719-3 



The aj)propriation for the Blind by tlie Legislature at the session of 
1870, has been distributed by this Department ; the number requiring 
relief was 517. 



ITie amount difitributed was §24,250. 

In the year 1869, the city was divided into eleven medical districts, 
to each of which was assigned a physician upon whom devolved the 
duty of prescribing for the resident siok poor of their respective dis- 
tricts. 

The following tabular Btatement preaents in detail the extent of the 
service performed, number of patients visited by the district physician, 
tlie number of visits made, the number of convaloscents, etc., etc., 
during the year 1870. 



Qtanucra 




> 


■5 -a 




ft 


3 


1 


II 




603 
824 

1573 
77 
284 

'll7 
804 
375 
B27 
2S1 


524 
044 

ISO 

4M 
2,3.16 

'iBl 
424 

7113 
733 
470 


3.^:* 
20H 
349 
14 
00 
1,647 
45 
133 
285 
807 
1T» 


103 
158 

177 
5Q 
OS 

IBS 
61 

143 
61 

e: 

37 


SSI 

m 
so 

4 
22 

30 

10 


8 
10 

7 

I 
12 
43 

5 
13 

8 
14 

5 


5 
2 

» 
3 
8 
15 
...... 

23 

4 




Second. 


aw 














Seventh 


l3y 

2.10 










Eleveath 


110 


Total 


5.iaj 


7,473 


3,700 


1,080 


103 


125 


80 


4,017 



Ifam&i and Reatdence of District Physicians. 

DIBTRICre. WABDS 

Fii^t. 1 Bt, 3d, 3d, 4tli, Stb . . Dr. TbomoB 6. Holmes, No. G7 Xorth Hoote street 

Second ...6th Dr. L. D. Sproat, No. 21 City Hall place. 

Thiid Ttb, 13Ul Dt. Henry Raphael, No. 130 East Broadway. 

Fourth.... fth, 9th. 13th. Dr. J. H. Omming, No. 190 W. Eleventh street. 

Fifth 10th, 14tli Dr. C. W. Badeaa, No. 113 Forayth street. 

Siith 11th, 17th Dr. David Brekes, No. 3.i9 E. Tenth Btreet 

Seventh ..10th, 20th Dr. Leroy M. Yale, No. 50 W. Thirty second street. 

Eighth 18th, 31st Dr. N. B. Bmereon, No. B30 Second avenae. 

Ninth 13th Dr. WOliard P. Wooster, No. 237 E. 118th street. • 

Tenth 19th Dr. George H. BaUec, No. 140 E FiHy-foatth street. 

Eeventh...22d Dr. John C. Jay, Jr., No. 204 W. Thirty-eighUi street 

OMoe honn, from 8 to 10 o'clock A.SI. 



During tlie year ending December 31, 1870, provision hae ifl 
made for iufantB as follows: , ^M 

Kemaining at nurse December 81,lStid S9^| 

Eeceived during the time SB ^ 

-» 

Discharged 15 

Died 8 

- n 

December 31, 1S70, on hand 13 

Received at office during the jeai- ffi 

Son* to hospital 460 

Adopted at the office 11 

At nnree with mother 23 

-« 

Cliildren sent to GandaH's Island Nnrsery IjW 

Discharged to parents and friends WS 

Taken on trial KO 

Died W I 

Eloped *. ^H 

Oat on paBB, not returned ^H 

Transferred to lufants' Hospital , , .' i^ 

" other institutions SH 

Burials for the year 1,3BC 

Of which 39 were claimed by friends. 
Of the children indentured during the year, but one or two inBtawn 
have nccnrred where complaint has been made of their treatuicntbj 
the families with whom tliey have been placed. 

During the year the stables connected with this department l*ve 
been placed nnder the charge of a superintendent. 

The changes made in the appointment of everything connected 
therewith attest the able management of Mr. Marshall, the Superin^ 
tendent. 

To the employ6s of this department I am indebted for the fidelity 
aai zeal with which the; have discharged their several duties. 
Very respectfally, 

GEO. KELLOCK, 

Supf. Out-door Poor. 



» 

^ 
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with situations, and that between the corresponding dates of the pttt 
year there were twenty-one thousand six hundred and seventy-fle?eu 
(21,677) who obtained employment, showing an excess in favor of the 
year 1870 of six thousand six hundred and ninety-nine (6,699). 

Particular attention has been given to the enforcement of that rnk 
requiring servants to bring references w^ith them, to be respectful in 
their language and demeanor, and to faithfully fulfil tlieir engip- 
ments. A violation of this rule involves expulsion from the oflSce. 

For violating the foregoing rule and upon complaints of emploj» 
there have been tv^ro hundred and thirteen (213) persons expelled fiw 
the ofiice during the year, of which there were — 

For intoxication 39 

For disappointing employers 112 

For impertinence to employers 61 

For theft 1 

213 



The case of tlieft above meiitioiied was tliat of a vouiii^ (r'n-l who \vas 
chai'irc'd with t^tealing wearing apparel and jewelrv, who, uik>ii bciDg 
tried and convicted, was sent to the House of Itefu!»-e. The tt<»leD 
articles were recovered and returned to the owner. 

Several othei-s against whom cliarges of tlieft were made were not 
prosecuted criminally for want of sufficient legal proof, but were ex- 
celled from the office on account of the chanj-es made a<jrainst them. 

]>y constant watchfulness, a strict enforcement of the rules, aiul a 
])rompt inlliction of the penalty for violations thereof, we have been 
en;d)led to verv nuiteriallv reduce the number of comi)laints. 

In all cases of complaints for non-payment of wages, it is still the 
rule of the oilice to communicate with the parties making default in 
such pavment, throuMi which means a consi<lerable sum of monov has 
been colbn'ted and paid over during the year, and much unpleasaut 
pettv litiii-ation thus avoided. There have been verv few instances in 



PS7 

which a written request to pay wages has failed to accomplish its 
object. 

On the 1st of May, 1870, the Bureau was removed from the Plimp- 
ton building to its present location. This change was rendered neces- 
sary on account of the great increase of business, and the lack of suffi- 
cient accommodations for its transaction in the Plimpton building. 

Two large four-story buildings are now occupied, together with a 
one-story building erected by the Commissioners, used for the male 
department. These buildings afford ample room, and are well adapted 
for the purposes of the Bureau, and have been liberally supplied by 
the Commissioners with eveiything that is necessary for the comfort 
and convenience of its patrons, and the prompt and proper perform- 
ance of the labors required. 

In conclusion, I beg to express to the several members of the Board 
of Commissioners my thanks for the kindness and courtesy which they 
have always extended towards me. The great success which has 
attended the Bureau is mainly due to their valuable suggestions and 
assistance, and to the prompt and liberal manner in which they have 
responded to all calls made upon them for supplies, etc. My thanks 
are also due to the clerks and attaches of the Bureau, for the faithful 
and efficient manner in which they have performed their various duties. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES DONAHUE, 
Superintendent. 



g the whole number of nmlee aiid females who have ap- 
OT employment, tlie nnmber i-eqiiired and the number Bup- 
ogetlier with the character of emplojTnent obtained, for the 
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84 
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130 
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15 

a)8 

^00 
7a 
13 
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391 
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is 


u 
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25 
fi 
7 
88T 
3 
S 
2,718 

63 
27 

S 

a 

21 

ia 

09 

la 

775 
87 

27 

r. 


7 
7 
151 
32 
3 
08 
25 
1 
3 
« 
3 
10 
4 
» 
13 
33 
23 
520 
S3 
5 
15 
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2,089 


VI 




1Wu>htrr.'«f^ 


7 


f 






19 
.... ^.. 
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Villar. 








9 
S 

8 

245 

fl 

7 


t 




































130 
3 


9 








1 




1 






















1 


1 






5 

G 
4 

811 
8 

1 
5 


J 
1 
t 

1 1 
389 1 
t 

3 

4^ 

3.t>S 
3.4n 




















Total 


8,8a2 1 


5,711) 






1 


3,733 
3,OB7 







CHAIUCTER OP EMPLOYltEST. 






1 '' 




s.r,20 








1 

3,HT0 
3.474 

=; 

4Q5 
13,318 

39 
3 

1.003 
a,434 

,4 

4 
253 

£ 

733 

2.10» 






8,837 
3.730 






3,314 
1 

in 
i;{2 

130 

0,4r>4 

94 




































n2» 

1,809 

rt 

41 
83 






1,868 






1,684 


















708 

108 

1 

1.703 






















:il.:i7:j 


37.337 


29,818 






36.330 

10,088 


82,015 

7,803 







GRAND TOTAL— H.\I.E3 AND FEM.\LES. 





i 


s 


i 








29,071 
84,S10 


13,973 

10,804 


43,046 


ona Pumiflhed 


S4,8(M 



Itexpootful]; forwarded. 



JAUES DONAHUE, 



TABLE C, 

Showing the number of applications for eraplovnient, the nmn- 
ber of appliealioiis by employers, and the number of sitiiatioos 
fiimislied from June 15 to December 31. 1SO0, tngetlier w-ilh a siinikr 
Btatement between the corresponding dates of the year 1&~0. 

APPUCATIONS FOR EMPLOTMEHT. 



From June !5 to DBOcmW 31, ISBSl. , 
From Jima 15 to December Ml, ISTO. . 



G,OW I 19,36:2 I 



APPLICATIONS BY EUPLOTERS. 



3,8331 4,!mj 10,i«rJ 4,101 



,961 3,960 14,570 (l,t 



SITDATIONS PURNISHBD. 







UiLEl 




Females. 


Malks 


IND PkHUO. 




i 


1 


1 


s- 


1 


1 


1 


« 


1 


Frmn June IStoDeoetn- 


1,872 




3.065 


8,1" 


2,800 11,013 


9,779 

]4,(B8 


5,199 








Frotn June 15 to Dccttm- 


1,833 


i.syo 


8,433 


13,836 


7,019 


8i,8n 




' 


■ 



BiODifi in Cnvoi' of the year 1870. . . . 

Jteepectfully forwarded. 



JAMES DONAHUE, 

Super ill tenderU. 
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EEPOET OF GENEEAL STOEEKEEPEE. 

Blackwell's Island, N. Y., 
December Slst, 1870. 
^^Ibaao Bell, Esq., 

Preit Board of Commuaionera : 

^ Sir — Tlie annual report of Store Department for the year 1870 is 
! herewith presented, accompanying which are the usual statements con- 
nected with the business of the same, which, in a condensed form, show 
the accounts to be as follows : 

Amount on hand, January 1, 1870 $38,134 87 

Amount received on requisitions : 

From City $697,365 34 

From Departments 253,522 75 

$950,888 09 

$989,022 96 

Amount distributed $945,503 30 

Balance (stock on hand) 43,333 35 

Loss on stock 186 31 

$989,022 96 



The Garden Bureau, continuing under the care of Mr. Samuel Euth, 
has accomplished its usual task, and although the season was one of 
actual depression, has produced a fair supply of vegetables for tlie use 
of the departments. Its accounts appear under the proper heading and 
are as follows : 

Amount of expenses $2,771 01 

Value of products $13,021 12 

The Fire Department of the Island is in fair working order, and 
during the past year has been called into service but twice, each time 



being at the Lunatic Aeylnin ; the first being the occasion of the H 
Btructjnii of the biiiJiiinf^ in rear of caqwuter efiop, and the second tlst 
of the burning of " Fort Maxoy." 

The combined losa at tlieae fires will not exceed five hundred dollint, 
and were the means of actiial use for oiir fire engines, perfecting m in 
the same against a more senoiis demand. 

The Stable Department, having under its care the entire stock uE 
horses and cattle used on the Island, and under the supervision of Xr. 
M. M. Slarshall, has been perfected in its service, and is in readJOB 
for instant call. Ita stock eonsista of twenty-one horses and four on, 
and an ample supply of carts and trucks for all nuods. 

The Clothing Unreau, under the management of Mr. Jos. Mitci^ 
has accomplished more than its usual amount of work, and lias produd 
61,574 pieces of bedding and clothing, being 24,737 more than thKtf 
■ 1869, with a corresponding increase in value of $14,227 41, The ^ 
ciency of this bureau is now established beyond question, and the !► 
eirable object of providing sufficient clothing of all Idnda at the tXD- 
menc-cment of eath scnson has been attained. 

The business of the department having increased to so great an extort, I 
it was found necessary to employ an assistant, which was done in tho 
person of Mr. Win. Bumstead, who, since the first of Nnveraber, las 
been succeeded by Mr. O. E. McGrath. Both of these gentlemen have 
been faitlif nl in the execntiijn of the several duties assigned them, and 
have proved a much-needed assistance to the department. 

With renewed tlianks for your continued confidence, 

: -I 

I remain, yonrs very respectfully, 

JOHN E. FLAGLER, 
General Storekeeper. 



Balance-sheet of Accounts at General Store Department^ Bla/ihwdVs 

Island, for 1870. 

Amount on hand, January 1, 1870 $38,134 87 

Amount received from City, as per invoice book 697,365 34 

Amount received from Departments, viz. : 

Alms-house ^ $10,020 38 

Work-house 6,074 63 

Penitentiary 1 , 978 02 

Xunatic Asylum 6,376 04 

Charity Hospital 5,083 76 

Kandall's Island Nursery 9,699 38 

; KandaU'B Island Hospital 198 00 

Infante' Hospital 1,114 51 

Inebriate Asylum, 726 81 

Industrial School 6,705 07 

■ Bellevue Hospital 2 ,027 36 

Ward's Island Farm 4,6o2 95 

Bakery 95, 099 52 

Stable Bureau 4,202 49 

Garden 13,021 12 

Store Expenses 40 60 

Clothing Bureau 47,061 56 

Island Improvement 9 01 

Ship Mercury 1,772 75 

Gas-house 1 , 209 49 

General Drug Department 85,896 79 

Fever Hospital 522 72 

Central Office 20 00 

253,522 75 

$989,022 96 

Amount distributed, viz. : 

Alms-house $74,220 61 

Work-house 52,706 60 

Penitentiary 58,044 15 

Lunatic Asylum. , 130,535 39 

Charity Hospital 119,014 55 

Bandairs Island Nursery 53,407 52 

Randall's Island Hospital 30,971 99 

Infants' Hospital 43,238 82 

Carried forward $562,739 63 
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tforwiird ^03,730 03 

Liebrittte AhjIuiu 25,703 20 

IniioBtrial School 33,346 Bfi 

Bellevae Hospital 18,1)90 49 

Ward's iBlanil Farm ; 5,243 74 

looniaUes' Hospit*! 11,330 17 

Blind Asylum. 7,204 20 

Epileptia Hospital 10,948 71 

Baker? fil,829 80 

Steamer BelloYoe ■ 6,958 63 

" Miimahanonck. 7,133 38 

" Hope 1,300 as 

BtoHs 4.153 06 

Oarden Burena 3,771 01 

Store Dpptirtment 2,830 II 

Clothing Bnreaa 47,0fil 08 

iBlomd Imprcnoment 10,450 73 

School-ship Mercnry 49,803 15 

Central Office. flft'> *) 

Soldiers' Hetreat ■. 15, 407 (H 

Sales Grooeriea 4,190 74 

QM-houM 1,684 lis 

Feny-house 080 50 

CitjPrLsoii, New York 5,40a 28 

Genenl Drug Department S43 37 

Fever Hospital 27,350 61 

Ont-doot Poor , 127 50 

Now Lnnatio Asylum, 734 95 

LoMonetook 186 81 

BtookonhaDd Decembei 31, 1870 43,333 35 
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Balanc»-»heet of Account of InTnate^ Labor during 1870. 

To Dr. 

AlmH-hoDse *1,134 35 

Work-house 20,S28 00 

Penitential?. 30,098 88 

Ward's Mand FwTO 423 03 

Inebriate AHjlum 14 TO 

Industrial School 83 60 

t42,S33 45 



Alma-honae. $1,038 60 

Work-hoikM 

Peaitenldary 83 60 

Lunatic Aaylnm 8,100 80 

Charity Ho«pit»L 3,083 09 

EandaJI'B Island Nnntery 1,B66 10 

KandaU's Island Hospital 1 ,340 00 

Infanta' HoBpital 6,660 44 

Bellpvue noflrital 1,703 90 

Ward'n LJiuid Farm 1,507 70 

Incurables' Hospital 351 55 

Bakery 3,358 00 

Steamer Bellevne 944 20 

Steamer Uinnahanonck. 943 50 

GarJcnUiirenu 4,683 31 

Store Department 1,756 18 

Inebriate Asylum 1863 

Fe-ver Rospitiii 33 60 

SoldiorH'BctresI: 60 

Island IiuproTOmcnt 11,668 64 

New Lunado Aaylnm 435 43 

Stabta 8 60 

$42,523 45 




Siipjilitd fpam, Clothing Bureau for the Year 1870. 



fl,en 

210 


. . . .Hen'i Shjrte. 


100.... 
100,... 
950.... 
100.,.. 
74,,.. 


GiiV Flannel Chemii 

" DrawotB, pajta 

" Pettieoata. 

" DwasEB. 

" Niglit-gxjwni 

" HoodB. 
















.... " Cflpa. 

" Overalla. 

" Ovetanite. 


010 

80 


100. ,. . 
S13..,. 


" SaeqnOH. 

Infante' Shirts. 


la'j 


310,.., 






....Boy«' Shirts. 
.... " Flannel SMrtB. 
" NafyBhirtB. 


1.100 
















1,885 


W. ... 




1,195 . . . 


.... " Jooketa. 


8,505.... 
3,«M 


Sheets. 


688 .. 




350 


" Cap Covcri. 

" Drawers, poiiB. 

.... " Overalls. 


Bolaticr-cascs. 










1.664.... 
49. . . . 
709. .. . 

10. . . . 
30. . , . 
25 




8,750 

140 


. . . .Women's Chemuea. 

Drawers, pwra. 


Table-elotha. 

Suspenders, paira. 










.... " Night-gowm 






10.... 
2,575 

81,5T4 




aoo . .. 


Hooda. 










924 

353 


. . . .Knitted atockiiiBB, p^rs. 
Girla' Chemutea. 





r\ 



OiV 



GARDEN BUREAU. 
Memorandum of Products for the Year 1870. 



1,789 Bushels Carrots. 



1,424. 
1,550, 

572. 

396. 

194. 
90. 



u 



Beets. 

Turnips. 

ParRmi)8. 

Onions. 

Parsley. 

Celery Tops. 



4,633 Heads Celery. 

20,217 "- Cabbage, white. 

315 '' " red. 

89,285 Leeks. 

541 Bushels Cabbage Greens. 

134 *' Beet " 

164. ...• '' Spinach, 

2,524 Heads Cauliflower. 

387 Bunches Asparagus. 

1,012 Dozen Rhubarb. 

96 Bushels String Beana 

90 *' Lima 

37 " Peas. 
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462 Bushels Spinach. 

14,300 Ears Com. 

767 Egg Phmt. 

1,270 Dozen Okra. 

5 Bushels Sweet Potatoes. 

369 Heads Turnip Cabbage. 

54 Bushels Kale. 

1,112 Dozen Salad. 

189 Bushels Radishes. 

10,222 Bunches Eschalots. 

295 Sticks Horse-radish. 

1,779 Oyster Plants. 

371 Melons. 

232 Dozen Peppers. 

68 Cucumbers. 

2,660 Lbs. Pumpkins. 

100 Squash. 

832 Bushels Potatoes. 

30 Bunches Sage. 

34 " Thyme. 



BAKERY. 



Blackwell's Island, Dec. 31, 1870. 
To the Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — I respectfully present the statistics which, with the 
inventory, form the report of the Bakehouse for the year 1870. As 
these tables exhibit a brief synopsis of proceedings of this department, 
the remarks of former years are unnecessary* The building and 
ovens are in good order, and this year we have been supplied with the 
nse of gas, which, together with the improvement over oil lamps, is an 
additional security against the occurrence of fire. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. CHANCELLOR, 

BaJcer. 



' Investort of FrENiTuKE, Utkksils, aso Btock ox hand at Bakeht, 
December 31, 1^70, 

4 Trong-ha and I (able, $4 J.20 00 

118 Bread boiea, 20 cento Ki 30 

6 Peels, 3l)t*uta: 3 rolling piuB, 35 cents 2* 

3 Dcmgb slipore, fl.30 8 iXl 

6 Yeast nnd water tabs, 8150 27 00 

400 Sbeet iron pans, Jl 403 W 

1 Sottlo aiid weights, $1 ; I swab pole, 40 cents 1 M 

2 Sieves. $1.50; 1 oTftt« fitove and pipe. |1«.50 10 SO 

1 DuBt pao and bruebe«, 30 oente ; 3 pokera, 3 shovels. 50 cents 3 30 

9509 GO 
Kifc/ien, 

8 Tables, $4.80 ; fl benohea, $1.50. 19 91 

40 Tin meBs platea, 6 ceute ; 40 tjn mean pans, 10 oonts .* 40 

86 Spoonn, 3 cent« ; 4 stoolH, S3 conta ; 4 soup tureena, 35 oents 3 PS 

4 BaoketH, $1.30; 1 gait box, |3 ; 4 tin (lipi)er8. 50 oenta S 93 

1 EefrigBtator, $4; 1 carving knife, 30 oants 4 30 

1 CnUendoT and sldaiinei, 40 oents ; 3 bnuhes and brooms, SO centa. .... 70 

1 Shovel and poker, 00 oente ; 3 pepper boxes, 13 cento. M 

1 Clock. 9 on 

$44 7S 
Bed-room. 

35 Iron bedsteads, $3.00 $73 00 

35 Bed UckB, 40 cents 10 00 

25 Blankets, $3 50 00 

35 Pillow ticks, 10 cento 2 50 

1 Broom and dnst-pan 25 

137 75 
OJlee. ^^^ 

1 Pine desk and 2 closets, $4 $13 00 

I Pitcher, ewer, basin, and waahatand 3 10 

1 Clock, |S; table and chairs, $3 11 00 

3 Dockers. 3 cake printe, and 3 gingerbread boards 8 25 

1 Stove and pipe 10 GO 

1 Small platform scale 4 50 

Btationciy and blank forma. 4 34 

$53 69 
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Bread Loft. 

1 SmaU trough, $3.50; 36 bread barrels, $5.50 $200 50 

81 Padlocks (uaed), $1; 1 closet, $3 34 00 

35 Bars to bread barrels, $8.75 ; 1 truck, $3 11 75 

1 Table and stools, $1.50; old tools, $7 8 50 

1 Platform scale, $40* 100 lbs. netting, 8i cents 48 50 

$303 25 

Sundries. 

5 Wheelbarrows, $1 ; saw and buck, $1.50 $6 50 

40 Barrels, 32 cents; 1 paper rivets, $2.50 15 80 

Manilla rope, naUs, etc 4 36 

Lumber 4 50 

$30 60 

Stock. 

689 Barrels flour, $6.17J $4,254 58 

3J Bushels malt, $1.71 6 08 

229 lbs. hops, 19 cents 43 51 

$4,304 07 

Recapitulation. 

Bakehouse 509 60 

Kitchen 44 78 

Bed-room 137 75 

Office 52 69 

Bread loft 303 25 

Sundries 30 66 

Stock 4,304 07 

$5,382 80 

Fixtures. 

5 Ovens and 3 boilers Bakehouse. 

1 Range and 2 boilers Kitchen. 

1 Dumb waiter Bread loft. 

A. CHANCELLOR, 

Baker. 



Debit and Cndlt Acmunt of the Bakehoiise for the Tear 1870;! 

DR. 

ToiBventory, 1869 ♦•'i.aPfP 

Store billB, 1870 M\mt 

Sttkries 1.718t 

BaLmcQ 5,23311 

Total tlOd.Klll 

ca 

By brsBd to December 25 tai,716i 

Breiul to D(^oember 81 2, !04 * 

Barrels t« city .I.nlll % 

Sweefiingii to hogs , 103 1 

Cogh from officers. Sfilii 

ChrifltmaB ftwl New Tear's Cake 31! i 

Intentoiy, December 31, 1870 5.-'!M M 

Total |llW,323a 



lieturn, s/iowinj the Q'lanfitu's of the variou-t arti>;h'9 vied i 
production of Bread during 1870. 

Barrels of flour 

Pounds of meal 

Sacks of salt 

BnsheU of malt 

Ponnda of bops 

BnabelB of potatoes 

FLOUB ACCOUNT, 

On hand January 1 , 1870 538 

Received during tbe year 14,875 

Barrels of Hour cooHumed for bread 13,5D3 

Barrela of flour consumed for cake 11 

Barrels of flour distributed to iostitutious 1,101 

Baixels of flour distributed to officers 20 

Oa hand December 31 , 1870 
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BREAD ACCOUNT. 

Namber of ponndB of bread on hand January 1 14,584 

Number of pounds of bread baked during 1870 8,543,881 

3,558,465 

Number of pounds of bread distributed during 1870 3,552,078 

On hand December 31, 1870 6,387 



The average product of one barrel of flour was 260 pounds and 1 ounce. The average 
price of bread as supplied to institutions was two cents six mills and four-tenths of a 
mill (2c. 6.4). 



CONSUMPTION OP FUEL. 



Coal 174i tona 

Wood -old lumber, etc li cords. 

Gas 82,300 feet. 



CITY CEMETERYl 



HART'a Isi-AKD, December 31, 1870 
To the Uoiwrable the Board of Oommhsionera 

of Public (JharUlea and Correction .* 
Gkktlemkn — I have the honor to Bubmit herewith Diy annual r 
(if City Cemetery, Hart's lelaud, Un the ycftr 1870. 

Annexed table will show you tlie iiuniber of hotiics i-eceived i 
buried during the year. 

Of tlie tutal tiumber uf 2,807, three (3) bodies have beea claimed M 
and delivered to their relatiuus. 

Twelve (19) others, baried in separate graves, are still awaiting t] 
I dis|njsjil cjf iheir reapeetive friends. 

I remain, gentlemen, yours very respectfully, 

LAUIIENCE DUNPHT, 

Ward>m^ 

Taile showing the numher of burials at City Ceinetert/, Jtartt 
Inland, for the Ytiar 1870. 



Month. 


From 
Citj. 


From 
Emigmnt 
Hospital, 
Wftrd's 
Islimd. 


From 

Fever 
HospitsO. 


Total 


Janu» 


148 
1.50 

aw 
mi 
ie» 

300 
231 
207 

ir>9 

161 
23U 

1«0 


48 
50 
49 
53 
39 
50 
47 
47 
32 
43 
30 
28 




m 






Mw"h ." .'■■"■::■■::::■■:::;■■ 


7 

38 
21 
21 

7 
























































3,281 
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COLOEED HOME. 



REPORT OF RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 

To the Commissioners of 

Public Charities and Correction : 

Gentlemen — In accordance with your request, I am again permitted 
to ofiFer the following report of the Colored Home for the year which 
has just closed. 

The general health of the institution has not been seriously disturbed. 
During the early part of the year, however, it is well known that our 
city was visited by a severe epidemic of relapsing fever. Eighteen 
cases of this disease were treated in our hospital, resulting in six 
deaths. This unusually large mortality is in great measure attributable 
t*.) the pre-existence of organic disease which is so very common in the 
African race. 

The fever was not communicated to any of the inmates, but one 
orderly, one nurse, and two physicians contracted it in their attendance 
upon the sick. The nurse, Sylvia Scott, whose name I esteem it an 
honor to mention in this report, worn out by incessant watching, and 
enfeebled by chronic disease, fell an easy victim to the malady. Paid 
but a pittance for her services, this martyr of humanity was a rare 
example of self-denial for the good of others. With my feelings still 
aroused by the remembrance of such unrequited sacrifice, I must 
again urge the benevolent of our city not to forget the needs of our in- 
stitution. At the close of my sixth year's connection with the Home, I 
am, more than ever, convinced of the necessity of having orderlies and 
nurses so thoroughly paid that they can afford to demote their time to 



tne duties rGf|iurefI, and I)e bold respoiiBible for thn performance of 
thein. We must have a. liberal and permanent fund in urder lo keop 
pace with the demauda that are made upon us. 

In the report for the year 1866, 1 referred to many defects in 
the condition of the Home. Although a few still remain in cousc- 
(juence "f our limited exehciuer, most of thorn have been rt^inedif^d. 
Our Bcwerage was dcfetlive in the extreme, and under the female 
wing was a collection of stagnant water which we had from time tri 
time endeavored to remove without incurring great expense. Our 
efforts were but temporarily successful. Finding it necessary, therp- 
fore, to blast through a large amount of rock to insure proper draina^ 
alone, and Unding that the same excavation could be n^ed for a senv, 
the managers decided to remedy these two e\ils at once. SnitaUe 
closets and sinks have been placed in all the wards, and, wiien the con- 
nection is made with the sewer now in proce»f of constTuction aloiijt 
Firet avenue, our institution will be perfect in these important reepects. 

Oar supply of water was bo deficient that at timee it was difficnlt to 

obtain enough for proper cleanlinees. New and larger pipes have been 
substituted for the old, and we now enjoy an abundance of this neces- 
sary article. 

Another great want has been supplied in the erection of a building 
for the purposes of poat-mortem examinations, and as a temporarj- 
receptacle for the remains of the dead. 

These essential sanitary improvements have all been completed at 

an ex|Tense of about fi^'e thousand dollars. They are not such as to 
strike the eye of the visitor, for they are nearly all hidden from view, 
but those who understand the requirements of hygiene will appreciate 
their importance. We trust the friends of the institution will aid in 
replenishing this unusual drain upon the treasury. 

In closing, I would, on behalf of our managers, acknowledge onr 
obligations to Dr. Maynard, the late Ilouse Physician, and to Dr. 
Hodgcs,'who is now on duty, for their assistance in the care of the 
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Bick ; and, above all, would we acknowledge the guardianship of that 
Power without whose influence all our efforts would be impotent. 

Appended please find the usual statistics. 

Kespectfully submitted, 



Colored Home, ) 
12th month, 31, 1870. J 



SAMUEL WHITALL, 
Hesident Phyaida/n. 



A. 



Tabular view of Admissions^ Discharges, and Deaths. 



Remaining in institution 1st mo. 1, 1870 

Hospital Department 

Alms-house Department 



•Admitted during 1870 : 
Hospital Department. . . . . 
•Alms-house Department 



Total 

Discharges and deaths. 



Remaining in institution Ist mo. 1, 1871 



MALE& 


FEHALE& 


83 

21 


97 
50 


104 

241 
82 


147 

194' 

74 


427 
842 


415 
278 


85 


137 



TOTAL. 



180 
71 



251 

4%5 
156 



843 
620 



222 



Includes 59 admissions and 45 births in Lying-in Department 



Diseases Treated durintj Year 1870 in. the Colored JTome HospitaL 



„»«». 


^^ 


tSXMXfk 


TOTAL. 




1 
8 


1 










1 






4 






1 
1 
1 

33 














3 
34 


1 












1 
3 
I 
I 




Cancer, prinisi;, of lynipliatica 














■2 










I 

1 
3 






1 










a 








1 










■1 






1 






1 
1 
1 












a" 










2 

8 






5 

1 














1 

1 
4 


















' 






I 
4 
9 
3 
3 
4 






7 
7 
!3 


















2 

1 
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DISEASEa 



Gonorrhoea 

Gastritds, chronic 

Heart, fatty degeneration of. 

^* yalvular disease of 

Hematnria 

Hemorrhage, base of brain. . . 

Hemorrhoids 

Hemiplegia , 

Hysteria 

Hernia, ing^oinal , 

" ventral 

Iritis 

Leucorrhoea 

Marasmus 

Mania, puerperal 

Meningitis, chronic 

Metrorrhagia 

Melancholia 

Myelitis 

Myeloid tumor of antrum 

Necrosis. 

Ophthalmia. 

Onychia maligna 

•Phthisis pulmonalis 

Paraplegia 

Paralysis agitons 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy, subacute 

Parotitis 

Potts' disease of spine 

Peritonitis, tubercular 

Pericarditis 

Pneumothorax 

Pharyngitis 

Phlegmasia dolens 

Bheumatism, acute 

*' chronic 

Rachitis 

Syphilis, secondary 

'* congenital 

Stricture, urethral 

Septicaemia 

Scald 

Synovitis, chronic 

Tonsillitis 

Ulcer, chronic and sijecifio. . . 

Varioloid 

Wounds, incised 

gunshot 



(( 



Total 



MALE& 



1 

23 

1 



6 

i 



4 

i' 
i' 



1 
9 
3 
1 
63 
2 



3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 



4 

20 

1 

47 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 
15 
1 
6 
2 



FEMALEa 



2 

1 



21 



1 
2 
5 
4 



1 
2 
2 



1 
1 
1 



3 
43' 



1 
2 



1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
4 

11 
1 

15 
6 



1 

i 



19 
'2' 




TOTAL. 



2 

1 
1 

44 
1 
1 
2 

11 
4 
1 
1 
G 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
6 
1 
106 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
8 

81 
2 

62 
7 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

34 
1 
8 
2 

580 



hrvd Home Hoapital for the Year 3 



„,„„ 


tULRe. 


FKMAIJSa 


TOTIL. 




1 




J 






3 




BEgi,i"diie™'.mi. ::;::;:;:;:::: 


! 
13 






17 
I 

1 

i 
1 
1 
















3 
3 




















1 












1 






1 






2 






















1 












' 1 

1 

37 












20 










2 






1 






1 
3 
1 






» 


















1 
3 






3 

1 














73 


(12 
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D. 



Tahlc of Deaths dccording to Age for the Year 1870.. 



Under 1 year 



AOEa 



-. J ^-^ • 

en 1 ATiH 10 - - 


10 


** 20 


20 


*» 30 


80 


" 40 


40 


** 50 


50 


'' 60 


00 


'' 70 


70 


" 80 


80 


" 90 


90 


**100 


Total 





MALEa 


FEMAI.E& 


TOTAL. 


6 


5 


11 


2 


2 


4 


8 


4 


7 


22 


17 


39 


5 


12 


17 


14 


2 


IG 


11 


9 


20 


6 


7 


13 


2 


3 


O 


1 


1 


2 


1 




1 








73 


62 


135 









COLORED ORPHAN ASYLUM. 



It is to be regretteii that tho details of the management of onr 
institutions sliould be of bo little interest to the general public, anj tho 
very existence of a large proportion of them unknown, save to tlio few 
who seek them out in gennine love of tlieir suffering feliow-creaturei 
To these, in whose just estimate all elasso^ stand .before the Great 
Father a* one, it is needless to present tho especial clajms of any ; but 
to ench a& ba\'e heretofore been indifferent spectators, the Miiuagers of 
the Colored Orphan Aayhira would npixtal, asking them to overIix>k in 
their Kejioit the absence of mere narrative detail, and find in the simple 
record of infancy and childhood committed to their charge a strong 
hold upon their iiyiii|>iit!iioir. 

Through the past year abundant evidence has been afforded that the 
Father's hand is still extended in blessing; every need has been 
supplied, and in the gradual spread of more enlightened views the 
prejudices of many are disappearing. The moral and religious interests 
of the children have been carefully guarded, the Managers having 
endeavored to surround them with those competent to assume a large 
share of the responsibility, and who they believe will conscientiously 
fulfil it. 

Although not of the class known as reformatory institutions, still 
there are many received — infants in years but old in sin. Never guilty 
of crime, for crime in these would be no crime; but depraved in taste, 
and haidcned by the continual contact of evil. If the moral taint can 
be effaced and even a poition of these fitted for usefulness, tliere is 
cause for much thankfulness, even with the discouragements presenting 
of occasional cases of misconduct. These, however, are not frequent 
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in proportion to the numbers sent out, and may often be attributed to 
some unfortunate circumstance of life. 

STATISTICS 

Admitted since the opening of the Institution, 9th 

June, 1837 1,716 

Number of Children, Dec. 1st, 1869 274 

Since admitted: Boys 57, Girls 32 89 

Whole number daring the year 3G3 

Indentured 38 

On trial for indenture 15 

Returned to friends 26 

Sent West by Children's Aid Society 5 

Transferred to Reformatories 2 

Deaths 14 

100 

Present number: Boys 165, Girls 98 263 

The ages of the Children admitted during the 
past year are as follows : 

2 at two years of age. 

12 at three years of age. 
10 at four years of age. 
14 at five years (»f age. 
16 at six years of age. 

9 at seven years of age. 

13 at eight years of age. 
9 at nine years of age. 

3 at ten years of age 

1 at twelve years of age. 

Total 89 

O. K. HUTCHINSON, Supt 
December 1st, 1870. 

A much larger number has been indentured this year than in any 
one since the foundation of this institution. Tiiis has reduced the 



family msteri&llj, nnd although more have been received than usual, 
the record of this year does not show quite so lat^e a houaehold as lasL 
Of those admitted a few were orphans, but far the larger class have a 
parent livhig, in many cases so indifferent to his child's welfare that, in 
stirronderiug him to the inatitutiuii, he allows all reBponaibility to oeasc. 
These often grow up to wonder at the inhnmanity that hat* trast them 
off, and to regard the Asyluin as a foster parent, to whom they owe a 
debt more sacred than if bound by the ties of nature. Five unruly 
boye were sent Weat, luider the charge of the Cliildi'en's Aid Society, 
and lioiues procured for them there. Tiiese were exceptional cases, it 
having been found generally desiralile t» place the children in inore 
accessible locahties. It is believed that very excellent situations ha>ti 
been provided for all tliat have left the Institution, and favorable 
reports ha\'e been received from most. The demand for girls, especially, 
far exceeds the supply; and these are rarely indentured except to par- 
ties personally known to tlie Managers. 



'>-«^l 



The nursery Iiaa been unusually crowded. Sometimes there ai 
tuany as thirty little ones in this dei>artment. This is too lut^ a num- 
ber for the aceommodatioQs. hnt justice t'l their innocence and youth 
demands that thcae siiuuid be kept fruin the iiiiiiieuces of older uliiidren. 
This infant-room is Ijy no means the least attractive feature of the house, 
and certainly affords a diversity of interest. Here are children bom in 
lX)verty and infamy, and cast off to die— sad little objects to whom life 
seems no boon ; and here are bright faces that tell of tender care and 
a love that will claim them again. From tlie former is concealed the 
story of his birth, that, if Providence spares him for usefulness, it may 
not be marred by any knowledge of early degradation. 

By the physician's report it will be observed tliat there has been 
mncli sickness of a serious character, although no epidemic has pre- 
vailed. Lung diflScnlties have predominated, the result of colds con- 
tracted through the winter. Although no expense baa been spared, it 
has been found impossible to heat the building satisfactorily during the 
coldest season. In addition to the three boilers, there have been intro- 
duced this fall several stoves, and it is hoped these may prove effectual. 
No institution not especially curative in its character has probably bo 
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much to contend with as this from the delicacy of its inmates ; and 
none require such extended hospital, accommodations. Besides those 
actually afflicted with disease, there is a large class whose physical 
status is so low, they cannot bear any exposure, and a slight cold, wliich 
a more rugged nature would throw off, carries them to an early grave. 
Increasing efforts have been made to shield these, and arrangements 
are now perfecting to keep all such under more constant supervision, 
and in apartments more thoroughly heated. 

Among many of interest one case, of three brothers, deserves mention, 
if only in illustration of the above. They were brought to the institu- 
tion in the depth of w^inter, taken from the bedside of a dead mother — 
their father, for some crime unknown, serving a long term in the State 
Prison. Hunger and neglect had reduced them pitiably ; still they 
seemed in fair health, the eldest evincing a rather unusual interest in 
his studies. Very soon after their admission the youngest was sent to 
the Hospital and died of tubercles on the lungs ; in a few weeks the 
second followed him with the same disease. The older boy still clung 
to life, in seeming dread of his brothers' fate, and when only a short 
while after he developed the same difficulty, he begged that he might 
stay in school, for if he went to the Hospital he knew he should be 
carried off somewhere and put under the cold ground. His fancy was 
humored, and the little fellow was allowed to wander around the house, 
until an increase of his disease rendered it necessary to remove him for 
medical attention, when the dreaded summons soon came and he was 
laid beside his brothers. 



TEACHER'S REPORT. 

Number tauglit during the year 309 

Nunilwr of euhulare now rcceiviiig instruction 3SS 

Alpliftbot class 45 

Spellonly SI 

Read imperfectly 44 

" with ease lia 

Delinitions 82 

Writing in bpoka 74 

" on slates te 

" from dictation B3 

" Composition M 

Simple rules of arithmetic WO 

Mental arithmetii! 113 

Fractions 7 

Geograpliy from bi>oka 74 

" " maps 39 

Of eigiity-nine children admitted this year, including eight from the 
Nui-sery, tbirty-sevou did not know the alphabet. 

J. A. PEARSON. 
December 2d, 1S70. 

The schools have hardly attained their naual standard ; so many were 
taken from the higher classes in the spring that the present is not a 
fair exhibit of general proficiency. An elementary education is all 
that is attempted; if the children can be thoroughly drilled in the 
rudiments of learning, it is quite as much as can be expected. A 
child of twelve, under the most favorable circninatances, rarely ad- 
vances beyond the simplest elements; and with the disadvantages 
peculiar to their race, more certainly cannot be expected of these. 
Tiie 3li0 children repoitcd as receiving instruction tlirongh the year 
have been under the charge of five teachers. In the primary depart- 
ment the exercises are very simple, the teacher's aim being more b> 
beguile the child into learning by rendering the school hoars atb^c- 
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tive, than by any rigid system of instruction. It is not desired that 
any should leave until they can read, write, and cipher creditably ; 
this, however, must be governed somewhat by the circumstances of the 
age and character of the child. 

Many show a susceptibility for a high intellectual training, and, if 
encouraged, would undoubtedly be a service as well as ornament to 
their race. This, however, cannot be afforded here, and wlien they 
leave, the avenues of improvement for the colored child are so limited 
that few can avail themselves of them. 

The Sabbath-school has been regularly continued under the care of 
eight teachers from the neighborhood, with the assistance of some of 
the inmates of the house. The New Vork Sabbath-School Association 
kindly conducts tlie services in the morning, a member of their body 
generally being present. 

The Managers are pleased to express their satisfaction with the ser- 
vices of their present superintendent, Mr. O. K. Ilutchinson. They 
believe his judicious management has curtailed the expenses of the 
establishment, and his care and dfscipline of the children been such as 
they would desire. 

They would also acknowledge the very acceptable bequest of their 
late friend, Mr. John J. Pheljys, of $5,000, less the government tax of 
$300. 

In the retrospect of their work, extending over more than thirty- 
three yeai*s, the Managera acknowledge no cause of discouragement. 
They have passed through many vicissitudes and triumphed over pre- 
judice and opposition, and, without undue assumption, can claim that 
the cause of the Colored Man has prospered in their hands. In con- 
clusion, they commend their work to Ilim who knows the needs of 
every class, asking, that as He has heretofore condescended to own 
their efforts, so he may grant them continued prosperity and an in- 
creased ability to labor for Ilim. 

SARAH S. MURRAY, Secretary. 
December 12, 1870. 



PnYSIClAN'S REPORT. 



To th« Board of Managers of iAe Colored Orphan AsyTutn. 



DBATHa 


MALES. 


fEKALK 




7 
1 


% 












i 
1 

10 

















Dhcitucs Tre<i.ted in flonpital. 



Peror, typhoid 2 



remittent, . . 



Congestion of brain. . , 
Tnbero. inf. of brain. . 

ConvnlaionB 

NeuTBJeia 

Uaiies of spine 

Pneumonia. 

Plonrisy 

BroncMtiH 

Pol oOQSainption 

Peritonitifl 

Dysentery 

Diphtheria 



TooaiUitac (qoinar) S 

Cronp 3 

Inf. ofkiilney 1 

Itheumatism 2 

Sorofulona abscess '. 8 

f^cabies and other slight akin dia- 



Conjnnotivitis 20 

KeratitiB 3 

Iritis a 

Panophtholioitis '. 3 

Traohoiim. 10 

Ext«rnal myringitis 4 



The rejjort shows that the institution has not been exempt from the 
malarious influence which, during the past summer, poisoned tlie 
atmosphere of the Northern States. It also shows a moderate increase 
of inflammatory diseases of the hing, and an unusual mortality from 
pulmonarj' consumption. 
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Of tlie deaths from this cause, three were little children of one 
family, who were admitted with the disease ; one dying within five 
weeks of admission. Of the other fatal cases, six had been in the 
honse less than six months, and one less than one month. Three of 
these were also from consumption. 

It must be admitted that, so near the salt water, the tendency of 
this disease in the scrofulous mulatto is almost certainly* toward a 
fatal result. There are now under treatment several for whom no 
other fate can be expected. The disease is communicable to those 
sleeping habitually close to a consumptive, but I can trace no such 
cause in our cases. The family of three referred to may have thus 
contracted it before entering. 

Recent scientific observation sanctions the popular belief tliat pneu- 
monia, bronchitis, congestion — in fact, any affection of the lungs 
caused or kept up by cold — laay give rise to consumption. It is possi- 
ble that the unavoidable difficulty in maintaining the house and hos- 
pital at a proper temperature during the past winter and spring, has 
had such influence. 

Were those who show incipient sjTuptoms of the disease removed to a 
more favorable atmosphere, recovery might be hoped for. The 
experience of many tuberculous patients, some of whom had tried the 
climates of North Africa, Southern Euroi)e, and South America, has 
proved conclusively that the air of certain regions up the Hudson 
(Dutchess county) is admirably suited to diseased lungs. I infer an 
equally good air in the higher regions of adjoining counties. At New- 
burgh there is an Asylum for colored children in which, by some 
system of exchange, these cases might be placed with good result. 

Eespectfully, 

WM. FEOTHINGHAM, M.D. 
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EBBATA. 

In report of Epileptio and Paralytio Hospital by Dr. Echeyerria, read John instead of 
George Harley. 
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